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BY SPECIAL MiiSSENGER 


Ka ; To: Brigadier General Hayes A. Kroner 
fa ; 
From: 
Subject: LEON NELSON 
- Information has been received reflecting that the above 
; naned subject is presentiy in the United States Aray. 


Nelson prior to his induction was reportedly the leader 
and organizer of the Young Communist League in Akron, Ohio. 


: For your information in connection with this individual 
N N there is being transmitted herewith a copy of the report of Special 
Ny Agent William M. Kelly, dated September 11, 1942, at Cleveland, Ohio, 
in the case entitled, "Jeanne Nelson, alias Jeanne dlisa, Internal 
Security ~ C," who ia the wife of the above mentioned subject. ‘This 
report contains considerable information regarding both Leon Nelson 
and his wife. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


FOIA (b) (7) 


Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI. DATE: November 6, 1946 


wb stom : SAC, New York es 
ee 


)) 
SUBJECT: LEON NELSON; . 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


i 

The report of Special Agent JOSEPH C. WALSH, JR., dates “lay 27, 

” A 196, & New York, New York, in the case entitled, "JEANNE BLIS* NELSON, 
with aliases; SECURITY MATTER - C', Bureau file 100-1)2323, reflects that 
as of May 15, 1946, her husband, LEON NELSON, the above captioned subject, 
was residing with her in Apartment E-5, 1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, New 
York. : 


It will be recalled that LEON NELSON, prior to his induction into 
the Army in April, 1942, was organizer for the Young Communist League in 
Akron, Ohico. NELSON later served as a Captain in the Army. 


The DAILY WORKER for October 10, 196, reflected that LEON NELSON 
was scheduled to speak in connection with the 1946 elections at the 6th 
Assembly District section of the Brooklyn Communist Party, 601 Willoughby 
Aveme, Brooklyn, New York, on the evening of October 15, 19h6. 


On October 21, 196pCanfidential Informant{ __ whose identity 
is known to the Bureau, advised that LEON NELSON appears to be affiliated at 
the present time with the Fort Greene Section of the Brooklyh Communist Party. 


Since Cleveland was the office of origin in this case prior to the 
subject's induction into the Army, that office is requested to forward to the 
New York Field Division all pertinent serials and a photograph, if available. 
Investigation will be conducted in the New York Field Division to definitely 
ascertain subject's present activities and employment so that a Security Index 
Card can be prepared. 


RSG:TFC/em 
100-63755 


ce: Cleveland (100-13633) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


NEW YORK ny" "“° 100-63755 cTG 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN ee PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY o 
1 | a/X{1035/4,8 
: fd 
NEW YORK 6/3/47 | 15,19,81/47 JAMES J. HAYES 
TITLE ae ) CHARACTER OF CASE 


t h ‘ } 


LEON NELSON, wa. Leon Bliss 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


| 
a“ 
v” | SYNOPSISOF FACTS: ~ Subject is Section Organizer, WILLIAMSBURG SECTION C.P., 
190 Tompkins Ave., Bklyn., NY. He was born 11/5/15, Bklyn. 
wn NY; resides apartment E-5, 1985 East 15th St., Bklyn.; 


employed as WILLIAMSBURG SECTION C.P. Organizer, Bklyn., NYe 
In U.S, Army 4/24/42 to 10/12/45. Joined YCL 9/34 and C.P. 
year later according to the Daily Worker. Enrolled for C.P. 
in 1935 primaries. C.P. candidate for New York Assembly 
1938 and 194U. Active as SEASIDE (Bklyn) Division Chairman 
of the YCL in 1940. Subject and wife distrkbuted Daily 
Worker in home in 1939 and 1940. He was an invited guest 

at the Special National Convention, C. P. on 11/16,17/40. 
Attended National Committee C, P. Plenary Session 6/28,29/41 
at NYC. He was YCL Organizer, Akron, Ohio in 1942. In 

1946 he was on a Veterans' Committee for tne election of 
ROBERT\ THOMPSON and BENJAMIN J.NDAVIS. Daily Worker Lists 
him as speaker at Kings County C. P. Rally 10/15/46. At 
another Commnist Rally 1/17/46, ne was introduced as 
Williamsburg Section Organizer. NYPD, Confidential Informants 
and credit negative. 


a=Cew 
REFERENCE: Letter to Bureau 11/6/46 
_ DETAILS: This investigation is predicated upon information obtained 


by Special Agent RICHARD J. GALLAGHER on October 17, 1946. 
He attended an open-air rally in Brooklyn, New York, at :- 
which several Commnist Party members spoke, including 
subject, LEON NELSON, who was introduced as tne WILLIAMSBURG SECTION Organizer 
of the Communist Party. Furtner detail concerning this ralty is set fortn later 
in this report. It aise should be noted here tnat subject's wife JEANNE BLISS YELSON 
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is a member of the Commmist Party. In 1944 she was Executive Secretary of 
the Avenue U Club, Commnist Party, Brooklyn, New York, and in 1942 she took ~ 
her husband's place as organizer of tne Young Communist Leage in Agron, Ohioes 


_ BACKGROUND | 
Local Dratt Board ‘number 145, 1716 Vorhees Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, _ 
‘records reflect subject's address upon leaving the Army, as 1985 East 15th Street Bklyn. 
New York, Apartment E-5s ‘This address was verified by pretext inquiry. 


# os ' f 
The draft board gave no employment for subject at present Confidential 


Informant /advised that subject obtained a telephone, NI 5-1682 on ~~ 
~ApFIT” 28, o At this time he gave his employment as the RINGS COMPANY, 


telephone TR 5-7484, This number is the telephone. number of both PETER V, . 
S\gaccutone and the Kings County Communist Party, of 26 Court Street, Brooklyn, 
ew York. Confidential Informant the 1946 and 1947 Brooklyn telephone 
books, and the records of the Kings County, County Clerk's Office on fiocititious 
names and corporations were checked concerning the RINGS COMPANY with negative 
results. 
, ‘ 
A pretext inquiry at TR 5-7484 reflected tnat tney had never heard 
of the RINGS COMPANY. Tne woman on the telephone advised that LEON NELSON is 
at this office, wnich is the Kings County Commnist Party every morning, and 
that the rest of the day ne is at the WILLIAMSBURG SECTION Headquarters, 
telephone EV 47183, This telephone number is tnat of the 6th A. D. Section 
of the Commnist Party, 190 Tompkins Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. From the 
above, it is evident that the subject is a full-time employee of the Communist 
Party as Section Organizer of the WILLIAMSBURG Section, Brooklyn, New York. 


According to the records of the Board. of Health, Manhattan, New 
York, subject was born on November 5, 1915 at 119 Division Street, New York 
Citye Listed as his parents are HARRYANELSON orn in Russia, age 35,. and 
ocoupaétion "paper boxes", and his mother, YET RACT, born in Russia, age 
54. The Daily Worker of November 3, 1940, in connection with subject's 
candidacy for the New York State Assembly, ran a picture with 4 brief. 
background sketche It stated as follows: "Born November 5, 1915 on the 
east side of Manhattan. He has lived in the Assembly District in which he 
is a candidate for the past 19 years. He graduated from Public School 225, 
New York, and attended ABRAHAM LINCOLN Highschool. He joined the Young 
Communist League in September 1934, and a year later he joined the Communist 
Party. He is active in trade unionse He is a member of theyental Technicians? 
Union, which he joined in 1934, oe | eres 
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‘The New York City Marriage Records under number 5703 Brooklyn, New 
York, reflected that subject married JEANNE BLISS on April 16, 1938 at 
Brooklyn, New York, The witmesses were SEYMOURNWOLFORT and FANNYABLISOVSRY . 
The marriage record listed subject's occupation ds rubber,worker. JEANNE 


BLISS was 21 years, born in Toledo, Ohio of MAX and FANNYZBLISS, both of 
whom were born in Russia. Subject’s wife resided at 3091 Brighton 3rd Street, 
Brooklyn, New York, at the time. an 


In connection with the investigation of subject's wife*JEANNE NELSON, 
Local Board 145, Brooklyn, New York, was checked concernin subject. On 
March 24, 1941, he and his wife resided at 2738 East 19th Street, Brooklyn, 
New York. He gave 4 later address as 198 West State Street, Akron, Ohio, care 
of SIGMUND AGNOW. ‘The file reflected that on April 24, 1942, NELSON had 
volunteered for the United States Army, and was inducted from Local Board 7, 
Akron, Ohio. A'‘later chdck of the subject's draft board reflected that he was 
discharged on October 12, 1945 from Fort Dix, New Jersey. The following 
occupations of subject were obtained from his draft boards ; 


Dental Teohnician, 1930 to 1937 
Shoe Sprayer, 1938 to 1940 ao 
Metal and Wood Lather 1940.to 1941 i 


In connection with the latter, he said he was a member of the Hetal 
Lather's Union, located on Jamaica Avenue, near 145th Street, Queens, New York. 
A pretext inquiry at this union, which is located at 110-180 Jamaica Avenue, 
Richmond Hill, New York, reflected that subject has not been a member of the 
union since before the war. Further background information was obtainéd from 
subject's draft board which is being set out under his description at the end 
of this report. | 


ACTIVITIES 


As already noted above the November 3, 1940 issue of the Daily Worker 
carried some background information concerning subject. In this write-up the 
Worker advised subject joined the Young Commmnist League in September 1934, and 
& year later he joined the Communist Party. He was also active in trade unions. 


Confidential Informant T-1 provided a. list ofthe names and addresses 
of those who enrolled in the Commnist Party in the 1936 primaries. Listed is 
LEON NELSON of 3076 Coney Island Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. 


The Daily Worker of August 1, 1938 on page 3, lists subject as the 
Communist Party candidate for the New York State Assembly, 2nd District, Kings 
County, New Yorke any pce 
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Special Agent WILMER L. THOMPSON examined the Communiet Party election 
petition filed at the Board of Elections, 400 Broome Street, New York City. 
They reflected that subject again was a candidate from the 2nd Assembly District, 
Kings County, for the New York State Assembly. His address was 3076 Coney Island 
Avenue, Brooklyne The number of signatures obtained for him were "2081", The 
New York Times of November 3, 1940, and the Daily Worker of November 2, and 3, 
1940 also carried subject as being a candidate for the New York State Assembly. 
It might be noted here that the Baily Worker issue of November 3rd, carried 
subject's picture. ‘ i 


Special Squad of the New York City Police Department, was checked 
conoerning subject. They gave the following information as was set out in the 
reports of Policewoman ESTHER GOLDBERG, who is now in the Juvenile Aid Bureau 
of the New York Police Department. She is’not being contacted for further 
information inasmioh as her identity was obtained by the Commnist Party and 
she has had no contact with the Commmist Party since 1940, 


She reported on June 26, 1940 that she attended an anti-war rally 
at the Brighton Center, 3200 Coney Island Avenue, conducted by the SEASIDE 
DIVISION of the Young Commnist League, LEON NELSON, Division Chairman of 
the SEASIDE DIVISION, spoke at this rally. _- 


ry f “ 

She reported on July 11, 1940 she was. told by soe erin: utara of 
the ABRAHAM LINCOLN BRIGADE, that LEON NELSON had. called a meeting of some 12 
members of the Young Communist League to be held July 12, 1940, eat. MACts home, _ 

. $031 Brighton 14th Street. B ELBAUM told her that this was an attempt on 
NELSON's part to bring the "slackers" into line. 

GOLDBERG reported on July 18, 194U she attended a maseg memorial meeting 
to honor the boys who died in Spain at Brighton Center 3200 Coney Island Avenue, 
under the auspices of the Commmnist Party, 2nd Assembly District. Approximately 
300 people were there. LEON NELSON called on the ushers to distribute recruiting 
cards o , 


She reported on August 21, 1940 she attended the ESPLANADE BRANCH 
meeting at 3200 Coney Island Avenue, along with approximately 25 members. LEON 
NELSON spoke on "The Last World War And Ite Significance". 


On August 3, 1940 LEON NELSON was to speak at an open-air YCL‘ meeting 
at 3200 Coney Island Avenue. However, the meeting was called off. NELSON 
supplied the 10 members of the Young Commnist League present at the place where 
the meeting was to be held, with contribution petitions to send delegates to 
the Chicago Congress, on Labor Day weekend, and directed these members to stand 
on the corners to have them signed. : 


oda 
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She reported that on August 6, 1940 there was to be a YCL meeting 
at 3200 Coney Island Avenue. The meeting was called in order that large 
groups of members would converge at Times Square to form-a line around the 
theater district protesting conscription. When GOLDBERG asked why she had 
not been informed of the true nature of the meeting, she was told that LEON 
NELSON was the only one who knew, but others had surmised. The reason that 
members had not been informed was to prevent the possibility of the Police 
learning it. The meeting was called off because of rain. 


. She reported attending an Industrial Conference, sponsored by the 
SEASIDE DIVISION YCL, held at the IWO Center, 3200 Coney Island Avenue, on 
August 8, 1940. LEON NELSON addressed the group of about 35 present. 


On August 15, 1940 BEA FOGELBAUM told her that LEON NELSON had 
told her that BEN and LILLIAIM{OUIS, 3076 Coney Island Avenue, had been 
dropped from the NEPTUNE NCH as they were to do mass work. Miss GOLDBERG 
reported on August 17, 1940 that she reported to 3036 Coney Island Avenue, 
Brooklyn, Progressive Committee, AMERICAN LABOR PARTY, where LEON NELSON 
supplied her with peace petitions issued by the New York Youth Congress. On 
August 18, 1940 she reported to 3036 Coney Island Avenue where LEON NELSON 
again supplied her with peace petitions and sent her out with CHUCK, a 
Sheepshead Bay member who lives in Bensonhurst, 19th Avenue and 75th Street. 


On August 24, 1940 she attended a group captains’ meeting, South 
Brooklyn County, 3200 Coney Island Avenue, at 2 p.m. It was attended by 
approximately 300 persons. After the meeting LEON NELSON met with members 
of the SEASIDE DIVISION to plan an open-air meeting for that evening. It 
was agreed that LEON NELSON would speak against conscription. She got to 
the meeting at approximately 8:50 p.m., and LEON NELSON was then speaking 
before a small audience. sg 


On 4ugust 28, 1940 she reported at Young Communist League County 
Office, 276 Fulton Street, where she was interviewed concerning the county 
training school. She was greeted by LEON NELSON and introduced by him to a 
SYLVIA, who conducted the interview. 


On 4ugust 30, 1940 she learned that ssiae Nea succeeded LEON 


NELSON as Division Chairman of the Seaside Division, She was unable to learn 


why he was relieved of this activity, but believed it might be to unable him 

to conduct a campaign for his election as an Assemblyman. On August 31, 1940 
she attended an open-air meeting jointly by the Commmist Party and the Young 
Communist Leaguee She did not report the location of the meeting, which was 

in protest of conscription. LEON NELSON spoke at this meeting. 
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Miss GOLDBERG reported that on eptember 11, 1940, ESTHER KLAER was 
elected to succeed LEON NELSON as chairman of the SEASIDE DIVISION. She knew 
NELSON was engaged in doing courty work, the nature of which she did not know, 

Then on September 12, 1940 she learned that LEON NELSON who resided at 3076 
Coney Island Avenue, Brooklyn, had taken over the position of County Administrative 
Organisation Secretaryo 


Confidential Informant T-2 provided an organizational set-up list 
of the Young Yommunist League.- Listed as a delegate to special convention of 
the YCL called by the National Joard in December 1940, is LEON NELSON, Division 
Chairman, SEASIDE DIVISION, Brooklyn, New York. Mrs. WAKEFIELD, 35076 Coney 
Island Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, advised in September 1942 that subject 
and his wife while residing at this same address,. distributed the Daily Worker 
throughout the apartment. It should be noted subject and his wife lived at 
this address for a number of years up to July 1940. Mrs. WAKEFIELD further 
advised that the subject and his wife attended meetings once or twice a week 
during the early part of 1940, at the corner of Coney Island Avenue, and 
Brighton Beach Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. Mrs. WAKEFIELD stated these 
meetings appeared to her as being sponsored by either a "Commnist organization 
or some labor group"> 


FRANK RAUPF, Manager of apartment house at 2738 East 19th Street 
Brooklyn, New York, advised that subject had resided there for approximately 
a year, leaving in July 1941. Subject had hired the apartment in the name 
of LEON BLISS, and received some mail under that name. It should be noted 
here that the New York indices were checked concerning LEON BLISS with negative 
results. RAUFF went on to state that subject had told him he had obtained 
a good position in a rubber plant in Akron, Ohio, and was leaving for that 
cityt RAUFP stated that subject and his wife placed numerous copies of the 
Daily Worker in the trash that was disposed of at their residence. 


\ In connection with the investigation of subject's wife, Miss 


_FRIEDA STERN, Bookkeeper at the METRO LATHING COMPANY, 3578 White Plains 


‘Road, Bronx, New York, advised her records reflected that subject was 
employed by her concern on 7 different occasions during 1940. She had no 
further information concerning hims. , 


The Bureau in letter of October 21, 1941, advised that a list of 
the invited guests to the Special National Convention of the Communist 
Party on November 16, and 17, 1940, was confidentially obtained. On the 
list was LEON NELSON of the Sommunist Party, Brooklyn. Confidential Informant 
T-3 in a report dated July 3, 1941, concerning the National Committee 
Plenary Session of the Communist Party, USA, held on Saturday and Sunday, 
June 28, and 29, 1941, at New York City, listed LEON NELSON of Brooklyn as 
among those present, Informant advised that it was at this meeting that 
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delegate after delegate arose and berated HITLER as a war-monger, whereas a’ 
few days earlier they said the same things about CHURCHILL, ROOSEVELT, eto. 
They had decided that the Commnist Party must use all its strength to go 
into the war and help Xussia, and the convention issued a manifesto, "The 
Peoples' Program of Struggle for the Defeat of Hitler and Hitlerism". 


& highly confidential source made available, the 1941 mailing list 
of the New York Conference for Inalienable Rights; listed was LEON NELSON, 
3076 Coney Island Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. Confidential Informant T-4 
made available a quantity of Commnist material in October 1944. This 
material was prepared by a member of the Young Commmist League, and listed 
among the members in 1942 was a LEON NELSON, 343 West 64th Street, New York 


City. 


On June 12, 1943, a ee address unknown furnished the New 
York Office with an address book found on S2nd Street and 4th “venue, Brooklyn, 
New York. The owner, from its contents, appeared to be a member of the YCL 
as well as a subscription solicitor for “Weekly Review". Among the names 
and addresses were LEON NELSON, 26lst Medical: Amphibian, B.N. CO., APO 700, 
New York City. ‘ aa 


Mrs. 0. G. (RUTH)SEAYBURN, 86 West Crosier Avenue, Akron, Ohio, 
advised in August 1942, that on or about November 15, 1941, LEON end JEANNE 
NELSON came to her house to reside as roomers,. She stated that during the 
course of the time she had come to the conclusion that LEON NELSON was en 
organizer and member of the Young Commmist League in the city of Akron. 
She based this statement on the fact that when LEON NELSON went into the 
United States Army during May 1942, his wife, JEANNE NELSON, began to be 
very friendly with Mrs. RAYBURN. JEANNE NELSON stated that she was taking 
over her husband's work as an organizer in the Young Communist League, and 
that she would carry on in his stead. Informant advised that subject was 
employed as a Dental Technician, working for an unknown negro dentist, who 
maintained an office in either the Ohio Building or the Central National 
Building, in downtomm Akron. During this period the subject and his wite 
often had a number of vistors, many of whom were negroes. Mrs. NELSON, 
daring the course of these visits, did a great amount of stenography work, 
taking dictation, and later transoribing it on a typewriter. Mrs. RAYBURN 
stated that in addition to numerous pamphlets published by the Commnist 
Party, there were numerous volumes of works on Russia and Communism maintained 
by Mra. NELSON in her room. Titles and their autnors are set out in the 
ne ar concerning subject's wife, therefore, they are not being repeated 
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Mrs. RAYBURN at this time also provided a photograph of LEON NELSON 
in hie soldier's uniform, standing with his wife and an unkimown soldier. 
Subject is holding his wife's arm in the picture. This picture is now in 
instant New York case file. 


A strictly confidential source adwised the Cleveland Office on 
November 1, 1945 that records maintained in the residence of JEANNE BLISS 
NELSON at 102 North Adams Street, Akron, Ohio, indicated tnat her husband, 
LEON NELSON, was » member of the Young Communist League, now imown as the 
American Youth for Democracye 


Subject's name appeared on the Commmist Party petition circular 
in Stark County, Ohio, @ copy of which was furnisned to tne Cleveland Office 
on November 8, 1943.4 


A mail cover on ra CALLER, also known as lirs. ce aed in July 
1944, reflected 3 letters from LEON NELSON, 7th Station Hospital, APO 7Uu, 
New York. She was National Education Director of the Young Communist Leage, 
and a member of tne National Council at that time. She is now on the New 
York State Committee ot the Commmist Party. , 


The Daily Worker for Octover 26, 1946, carried an article to tne 
effect that 20 combat veterans of World War 11, formed a Veterans' Committee 
for the election of ROBERT THOMPSOW and BENJ. AVIS, Communist candidates 
for Comptroller andyAttorney General. The formation of the committee was 
announced by IRVIN FF, and its members included LEON NELSON. There were 
19 members, most of whom are very well imown, and prominent 6om munists. 


_ The Daily Worker of October 11, 1946, carries an advertisment of the 
Kings C ounty Committee Communist Party, 26 Court Street, Brooklyn, New York. 
It announced speeches to be made in connection with the 1946 elections. The 
The announcement said "Hear members of the National and State Committees on 
this subject at the Regional Committee Party Membership Meeting in Brooklyn, 
on Tuesday, October 15th, at 8 pem. sharp." Under speakers for the meeting 
to be held by the WILLIAMSBURG and 6th A, D. Sections, Communist Party, are 
HALNQIMON and LEON NELSON. The meeting was to be at REGINA MANSION, 601 


Willoughby Avenue, Brooklyn. 


Special Agent RICHARD J. GALLAGHER attended an open-air rally on 
October 17, 1946, in Brooklyn, New York. Agent Gallagher reported on this 
rally as follows: , 


"On October 17, 1946, the writer attended an open-air rally held 
at the corner of Havermeyer and South “hird Streets in Brooklyn, New Yorks 


This rally commenced at 7:00 p.m. with the playing of records, These records 
included speeches by BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, COmmunist candidate for Attorney General 


=8= 


Docld: 34263484 Page il 


~ > 


NY 100-63755 : .e 


of the State of New York on foreign policy, on the Jewish people and on the 
Negro people. There were also records of speeches by BOB THOMPSON, Communist 
Party candidate for Comptroller of the State of New York on the OPA and on 
labor unionse 


At approximately 7:50 pome, an entified individual introduced 
the first speaker of the evening as P CHLIMER, phonetic, a member of the 
Avi lliamsburg Section of the Vommunist Party. SCHLIMER spoke on the meat 
situation and placed the blame of the shortage on the head of one individual, 
namely, THOMAS E. DEWEY, Republican candidate for the Governor of New Yorke 


At the conclusion of SCHLIMER's speech, IRVING GOFF, State Veterans’ 
Direotor of the Commmist Party was introduced and he talked on the atom bomb 
and foreign policy of the United States. 


The third speaker was LEON NELSON who was introduced as the Williamsburg 
Section Organizer of the 6ommunist Party. NELSON spoke on local conditions. 
All speakers urged their members to vote "Communist and then labor", to vote 
for BEN DAVIS and BOB THOMPSON first and then for progressive candidates 
endorsed by labor. 


The meeting lasted a little over two hours and was attended by a 
crowd that fluctuated between 25 and 35 people. It was noted that four giris 
of high school age were passing out circulars entitled, "Speak Up For Peace, 

‘"Byrnes Must Got,’ "How About the Murdered Jews Senator Taft", and "Why No 
Meat". They also passed out announcements that a "Defeat Dewey Rally" would 
be held at the Imperial Palace Ballroom, 790 Broadway, Brooklyn, on October 
29, 1946 at 3:90 pome 


Speakers at this rally were listed as Honorable BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, 
JR., New York City Councijman, candidate for Attorney General; Honorable PETER 
VE;GACCHIONE, New York “ity Councilman, md JO ILLIAMSON, Labor Sécretary, 
“Comminist Party. The announcement also related that the famous movie, "Deadline 
for Action" would be shown. This rally was under the auspicds of the Williamsburg 


Section, Communist Party. 

The aforementioned circulars were all distributed by the New York 
State Committee of the Commnist Pasty. It was also noted that the girls were 
also selling copies of the Daily “orker. 


The entire meeting was of a strictly political nature and the main 
theme was "Vote Communist, Vote -Labor." 
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The amplifiers were stu a on the top of an sceemsetia bearing 
license plate number 7K7857~ Inquiry at the Motor Vehicle Bureau reflected 
that this plate was issued to JO IESENACKER, 60-74 Fresh Pond Parkway , 
Brooklyn. The indiees were checked for the name of JOHN RIBSENACKER with 


negative results.” 


on October 21, 1946, Confidential Informant f~-5 advised, on dotéber 
21, 1946 that LEON NELSON appears to be affiliated at the present time with 
the FORT GREENE gecutes of the Brooklyn Communist’ Party. 


It should be noted here that information concerning subject's being 
full-time organizer of the WILLIAMSBURG Section is set out in this oa Bbowe 
under the heading "Background". ; 


Special Employee R. E. BULLOCK Ghecked the peoskiva Board of Elections 
a -concerning subject. He registered for the’ 1940 and 1941 elections from 3076 
' Coney Island Avenue, leaving his party affiliation blank. He again registered 
A from 1996 East 16th Street, in 1945. -He’was affiliated with the American Labor 
. Party. In 1946 he registered from 1985, ‘East 15th Street, Brooklyn, also with the 


American Labor Party>o ; 
| sexu save invesercaston | | 


thas no record of subject. The followin 
7 confidential informants were contacted with negative regults: 


). “ The New York City Police records were checked for any criminal 
record concerning the subject with negative results. 


A check of the Credit Bureau of Greater New York, was also negatives 
It might be noted here that the Cleveland Office by letter of March 
20, 1947 advised that they have no further information concerning subject, other 
than set out in this report. 
_ DESCRIPTION 


The following desoription of subject wae obtained from the records 
of Local Board 145 Brooklyn, and by investigation: 


Name . LEON NELSON, wa. Leon Bliss 
Age 31 
Born _ November 5, 1915, New York City 
Marjtal status Married 
Wife Mra. JEANNE NELSON 
Race White 

q Weight 175 lbs. 

i Height §*10" 

eB 
Ey sige Hazel 

he ; e 
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es, 4 | ae : ’ 


| NY 100-63755 . 
Hair - Brown 
Complexion Light 
Relatives _ _ Father, HARRIXNELSON;, mother, YETTA 
cNNELSON; brothers, SAVAQELSON; IRVING 
Aeigsrsons JACKWIELSON, afl of 1996 
Bast 16th Street, Brooklyn 


Emp loyments Dental ‘echnician. 1930 to 1937; ae 
Shoe Sprayer 1938 to>1940; Metal pecs 
and Wood Lather, Metal Lathers' 

Union AFL 6,110-18 Jamaica Ave., 

Richmond Hill, New York; Metro 

Lathing Company, 3578 White Plains 

Road, Bronx, N.Y¥.3 Section Organizer, 

a Williamsburg Section, CP, 190 Tomplcins 

— Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Military Service U. S. Army, April 24, 1942 to October 12, 

| : 1945. ASN 55578771 


Addresses 5076 Coney Island Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

: . 2738 East 19th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
198 West State Street, Akron, Ohio, care 
of S, AGNOW NO 
-86 West Crosier Avenue, Akron, Ohio Pe 
02 North Adams Street, Akron, Ohio 
1996 East 16th Street, Brooklyn 
1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, Apt. E-5 


CRIMINAL RECORD 
New York City Police Department negative. Photograph in instant file. — 


‘Tyasmuch as subject's background and activities have been brought up to date, no 
further investigation is being conducted at this time. 


CLOSED 


-ll- 
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\ CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


The Gonfidential Informants mentioned ‘in the report of Spécial . 
Agent JAMES J. HAYES, dated May , 1947 may be identified as follows: — 


T-1 JOHN BRANN, WPA, New York city 
T-2 Mrs. MARGARET DISCO, operator of oie. New York P.D. Sabetsee: ‘Squad 


T-3 Colonel WALTER L. FUBERSHAW, MID, 6th Corps Aera, and of carnegie 
Illinois Steel Company, who gave this report to the Chicago Office 


T-4 Father HAROLD ENGEL, Director of t he CYO in the Archdiocese of 
New York, 15 East Slst Street, Now York, Ci who in turn had | 
received this material from 


Father ENGEL 
turned over the material to Special Agent JOHN KEENAN. : 


T 


CLOSED 
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Director, FBI 


Dear Sir: 


Name: 


_X__ Native Born 


x Communist 


Entered U. 5. 
Naturalized (date) 


es aNEa.104 
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Fed ral Burean of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 
234 U. S. Court House 


Foley Square 
New York 7, New York 


Residence Address: 


Business Address: 


Fascist (Italian) — 


Date of Birth November 5, 1915 


Place of Birth_Brooklyn, New York 


Naturalized (place and Court) 


June 3, 1947 


4 
LEON NELSON, wa. 


RE: SECURITY MATTER-C 


It ig recommended that a Security Index card be prepared» 
relative to the individual named below: 


LEON NELSON 
Aliases: LEON ‘BLISS 


1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, New York, 
Apartment E-5 


Williamsburg Section C. P. Headquarters, 
190 Tompkins Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 


@BOORDEY 5 1. At 
hb oe 


at 


BEC fst 
acd 


EDWARD SCHEIDT 
SAC 


a 


_ Alien _ ss Naturalized 
German _ ss Miscellaneous 
Japanese i= =o 


ro Vd 


June 1h, 1947 


Special Agent in Charge 


New York 
RE: SECURITY MATTER 
. 
Se Dear Sir: 
Please be advised that a security index card has been prepared at 
the Bureau, captioned as follows: 
a 
ow 
“NELSON, LEOY 4 NATIVE BORN COMMUNIST 
Alias: Leon Bliss 
1985 East 15th Street 
Apartment 2-5 
Brooklyn, New York (Res.) 
Williansburg Section C. P, Headquarters 
190 Tompkins Avenue . oe 
Brooklyn, New York (Buse) — me 
The above caption should be checked immediately for accuracy against 
the information contained in your files, and the Bureau should be informed of 
any discrepancies. You will prepare without delay a 5" x 8" white card cap- 
tioned as above and reflecting your investigative case file number for filing 
in your Confidential Security Index Card File. In the event the above caption 
is not correct, the card you prepare should be correctly captioned, and the 
Bureau should be informed of the correct caption. 
The caption of the card prepared and filed in your Office must be 
kept current at all times and the Bureau immediately advised of any changes 
“made therein in that connection. 
‘Very truly yours 
i | ? 
ur. folsom MMUNICATIONS SECTIO 


is “Tm AVL ED 10 


FEDERAL QUREAU OF inVESTIGATION 
uy. % pEPanTaent af 1UBTICE 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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WILLIAMSBURG CP 
PLEDGES AID TO” DENNIS 


In a letter to Waillia ‘oster, chairman of hSefend 
ones the Willfamsburg Section of the Conimunist ¥ 
ed its aid in the defense of the general secretary of the 
munist Party. The letter follows: 
Dear Comrade Foster: 
We of the Williamsburg Section of the Communist Party wish So 
to. be among the first to come out in support of the Defend Dennis : a 
Committee. We know that in defending Comrade Dennis we are 
defending the rights of every American to challenge the constitu- 
tionality of any committee of Congress, law or act passed by the © 
Congress of the United States which is against the rights of the 
majority of the people; also any law or act which is contrary to the 
interests and rights of any democratic minority group in the United 
States, , 
We know that it is the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
\ BI. 


and its friends and allies who would lke to put its stamp of approval 
on all the ideas and acts of the American people. It calls subversive : 
everybody and anybody who disagrees with our foreign policy (Tru- - Poe, 
man-GOP doctrine) and our domestic (Taft-Hartley “slave law”) 
policy. We know that this Un-American Committee would like te put 
into power the rule of the few over the many through its methods 
of subpoenas threats, loyalty purges, etc, which is simed at the 
basic principles of free speech and assembly and the rights of all 
American citizens to petition Congress. It would set up a system of 
fascist thought-control in the United States. 

We in the Williamsburg Section hereby pledge to do our utmost 
in defense of our basic rights as American citizens; to fight for the a! 
abolition of this un-American committee, the House Committee on = ff j i 
Un-American Activities, and as this fight can be won first and “fore- ; } 
most in the defense of Comrade Dennis who, as a leading American 
citizen,-is leading the fight to preserve our Constitution and our basic 
rights, @nd the rights of our Communist Party, we pledge not only | 
our fighting energy and support, but also $25 to the Defend 


Commit . 
Comragely yours, 
ELSON, _ : 
Section Organizer for 
Williamsburg Section, Mas penal 
munist Party, U.S.A. INDEX") ie ae i 
se, ees « . + 1 : 
oo Jui 28 1947 
This is a cliraing from 
Page__ 9 Ch" of the 
DAILY WORKER 
oe a : * s ft : Date. 
0 ANG Hi oo i Clipped at the Seat of 
: . Government. 
FIVE: 


5a 
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Jatuary 18, 1949 | C 


160=1),2323 
sac, New. York 


RE: LYON FULSON, wa aa 
SECURT IY HATTER - ¢ . 
Your File 100-63755 


Dear Sir: 


A review of the files at the Bureau in connection with this subject 
has revealed that a report has not been received from your office concerning 


‘the ace ince oe "iw ¥ as Special Agent nee Jo Hayes —_ 
dated a iow Yor 


While it is realized that existing instructions do not require that 
a report be submitted periodically on Security Index card subjects unless the 
subject is also a top functionary, it is felt that in view of the tense inter- 
national situation at the present time, a new report should be submitted set- 
ting forth the extent of the subject’s present activities in connection with 
the Communist Party and related groups in order that the Bureau will be in pos- 
session of current information concerning each one of those subjects who are 
considered a threat to the internal security. 


In submitting the report, the Bureau desires that you incorporate in 
“summary form the information contained in your files not previously reported. 
Information of substantive nature only should be set forth and repetitious 
material should be avoided. Where a description of the subject has not been oom 
reported, that, too, should be included in the report and also placed on the 
reverse side of the Security Index card in accordance with the instructions 
outlined in SAC Letter No. 57, Series 1948, dated April 10, 1948. 


In the event the subject’s current address is not the same as that 
which appears on the Security Index card, you should correct the Security L 
Index card and forward Form FD-119 to the Bureau in order that the Security 
Index card at the Bureau can be corrected. 


-In order that the Security Index will contain only the names of those Awad 
individuals who can be considered to be a threat to the internal security of 
this country, the Bureau:desires that you carefullly appraise this case and if 
it appears that the subject, [based on his present position and activities or 7 
past position and activities, 8), Cannot... be considered such as threat, then in ad- ae 
toison ition to _submitting the report, a “should recommend that the Security Index . ak 


aged be! canpe RARURFCATIONS SECTION > iM ; a 


WES 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
aere 
Mr. 
—— ThAg MALU O shld receive your immediate ano nuters 
eres i 
Mr. : ee ae ; 
urs PennTRgEor we JAN 13 1949 P.M. Very truly yours, - 
F Mr. Quinn Tamm 4 ‘ 
a Tele. Room bes e z ff i 
a a ON Pa 7 — 
5 Wlae Gandy i. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Se, Megan © cag, 5 v 
a a 
—— papas ih .S. DEPARTMENT OF suSTICE 
Yas a MAM al ee 
Das) oer ; ; John Edgar Hoover 
TAR ema hd Se NS aes = fo Pe _Director 7 ci - 
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A FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION U'% ~ / 


THIs CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW TORK NY rieno. 100-63755 Rli 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERLOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
eee Se a WHICH MADE TONEY 7 ‘HO TE 
ei NEW YORK 6/2/80» 13 /3152/3;4/109  STNEY BHO 
wis ols By ere ace CHARACTER OF CASE 


LECH NELSON, wae, 


Leon*Bliss SECULITY TATTEn - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject resides 1985 E. 15th Street, Erooklyn, NY and is 
employed as Chairman, Trade Union Commission, Kings 
County CP. Subject active in CP at county level among 

a trade vaion groups, especially metal, baking, and 

i o transport. Subject unimown to reguler Confidential 

: N Informants. Additional descriptive data set oute 


t ey 
Poe chee 
DETAILS: RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYSIENT 


: Confidential Informant T-1, of known reliability, advised 
the writer on April 10, 1950, that the subject resides 

in Apartment E~-5, 1985 Hast 15th Street, Brooklyn, 

New York. 


Confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability, advised 
on March 29, 1950, and April 5, 1950, that the subject is Chairman of the Trade 
Union Conmission of the Kings County Communist Party, and that he works out of 
the Kings County Communist Party Headouarters, which is located at 26 Court Street, 
Brooklyn, ae York. 


gy Confidential Informant T-2, previously mentioned, said 
that the subject is on the pay roll of the Communist Party on the county level 
and that at present he is occupied principally with trade union work, including i 
Party organization among metal, bakers and transport sections of the Kings County “ 
Communist Party. Thig informant stated that the subject was formerly en 


Vf) aft 


y¢. COMMUNIST PARTY &CTIVITY 
| 
| 


APPROVED AND, 


FORWARDED: DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


(5)Bureau 


I: 3 Kew York 


a 


: N16 19507 __ 
COPIES DEsTRoYeb__2 


aos 
9, 8, OOVBRNNENT PRINTING OFFION 72034 
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organizer of the Williamsburg Section of the Kings County Communist Party 

and a member of the Kings County Review Board of the Communist Party. This 
informant said that NELSON is active as a speaker and administrator of the 
Kings County Communist Party. In this connection, the informant noted that 
NELSON was used by the Communist Party during the election campaign of 1948 

as a speaker and he further stated that the subject also acted as a discussion 
leader and speaker at the branch and section meetings of the Kings County 
Communist Party. 


Confidential Informant T-2 said that he had heard that the subject's 
name was included on the committee to handle trade unicn work at the New York 
State Communist Party Convention in 1948, and the informant recalled that the 
subject's name had appeared on the ballot sheet of individuals from which 
delegates were to be selected to represent Kings County:at the New York State 
Convention of the Communist Party in 1946. 


This informant stated that he, understood that the subject handled 
the report on trade unions at one of the panels of the 1948 Kings County 
Communist Party Convention. This informant stated that he had not observed 
the subject at either of the aforementioned conventions and was therefore not 
in a position to comment further regarding his activity in this connection. 


Confidential Informant T-2 advised that LEON NELSON was ordered to 
appear, without fail, at a meeting of the National Orgmizational Department 
held at the National Headquarters of the Communist Party, U.S.A., 35 Hast 12th 
Street, New York City, on Thursday, November 17, 1949, at 7:00 pom. 


Confidential Informant T~3, of known reliability, said that the. 
subject was, to his knowledge, a paid employee of the Kings County Communist 
Party, during the entire year of 1947 and the early part of the year of 1948. 


Confidential Informant T-4, of known reliability, said that he was 
able to definitely state that the subject was a paid employee of the Kings 
County Communist Party during the later vart of 1948, 


Confidential Informant T+5, of known reliability, advised that 
during March of 1950, the subject had a meeting with JOSEPEYSTAROBIN, Foreign 
Editor of UThe.Worker", which is the Sunday edition of an Hast Coast Commmnist 
newspaper, the "Daily Worker". The informant also stated that the subject met 
with JOHN. WILLIAMSON during the month of April, 1950, and he understood that. the 
sub ject was interested in securing WILLIAMSON'S services as a speaker for a 
Sunday meeting which he, NELSON, had scheduled to be held sometime in April, 1950. 


255 
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It is to be noted that sons\eattANSON is one of the national 
committeemen of hice Commins’ Party, U.S.A. 

confidential Informant T-6, of known reliability; advised, on 
February 8, 1949, that the subject was a member of the staff of the Kings 
County Communist Party, and he was residing at 1985 East 15th Street, 
Brooklyn, New York. Confidential Informant T-6 advised, on April 6, 1949,“ 
that the subject at that time was, among his other activities, the organizer 
of the baker section of the Kings County Communist Party. 


Confidential Informant T~7, of known reliability, edvised on 
February 9, 1950, that LEON NELSON was assisting “in arrangements fora truck 
load of food being sent to Masontown, Pennsylvmia, where it would be 
distributed to striking members of the United Mine Workers of America. This 
a (ee advised that the subject was assisted in these arrangements by 

BERTSON, Organizational Secretary, District #55 Communist Party, U.S.A. 

a Xs noted, in this” “connection,” “that Confidential Informant T-5, previously 
mentioned, advised that, he heard that ALBERTSON was scheduled to speak at a 
meeting which NELSON was arranging for a Sunday during April, 1950. 

Confidential Informant T-8, of known reliability, advised, on 
December 23, 1946, that one LECN NELSON, who was ‘born in 1915, was, during the 
latter part of the year of 1946, a member of Lodge #585 of the International 
Workers Order. It should be noted that the subject was born in New York City 
on November 5, 1915. It should be further noted that the International Workers 
Order has been declared by the Attorney General to fall wElhin GES Barveey of 
Executive Order number 9835. a 


The "Daily Worker", , an East Coast Ssiwiiaise newspaper, issue of 
July 18, 1947, revealed a letter signed "Comradely yours, LEON NELSON, Sectién 
Organizer for Williamsburg Section, beh ana st Party, U.S.A£.". The published 
open letter is addressed to WILLIAM Z2r>36 ER, "Chairman of *Defend DENNIS 
Committee'", who is a member of the Natrona] Committee of the Communist, warty, 
U.S.A. The letter contains” statements pledging aid and support on the part of | 
the Wijlfamsburg Section of the Communist Party, U.S.4., to the defense of 
EUGENG DENNIS, also a member of the National Committee of the Communist For 


U g “= Se acre oN PEATE TEEN e 
avo A ° 


On April 10, 1947, EUGENE DENNIS defied a subpoena to appear before 
the House Committee on Uecker ean Activities. On April 22, 1947, the United 
States House of Representatives approved citations holding BUGENE DENNIS and 
LEOM HSON in conspiracy to commit contempt of Congress. 


f NW 41493 Docld: 34263404 Page 22 


o_® te 


NY 100-63755 


Presumably, the "Defend DENNIS Committee" was organized to 
support EUGENE DENNIS and aid him in obtaining relief from the contempt 
of Gongress citation set out above. 


The files of the Bureau of Special Services and Investigation, 
New York City Police Department, as reviewed by Special Agent ROBERT W. 
CARNES, reflect that the name LEON NELSON, 1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, 


New York, appears on an independent Communist Party nominating petition, Page 1786, 


circulated on behalf of SIMON WAPERSON, Communist Party candidate. for 
New York City Councilman in 1948 The record at C the Buréau of Special 
services and Investigation further reflects: that LEON NELSON was a member 
of the Williamsburg Section of the Communist ‘Party as of December 15, 1947. 
In this connection, the record shows that the subject was a speaker ata 
meeting held under the joint sponsorship of the Williamsburg Tenant and 
Consumer Council and the Williamsburg Fourteenth Assembly District 
Organization of the American Labor Party. The subject spoke on Sunday, 
March 16, 1947, at Publie School #16 in Brooklyn, New York. It was further 
noted at the Bureau of Special Services and Investigation that LEON NELSON, 
Communist Party Section Organizer, was mentioned in a discussion at the New 
York State Convention of the Communist Party held at Webster Hall, 119 East 
llth Street, New York City, on Judy 16-18, 1948. 


With respect to the American Labor Party, mentioned above, the 
following appears in a report of the Committee on Un-American Activities, 


House of Representatives, Second BeseEon dated May 29, 1946, at eet ine 6ons 


Docs 


tAmerican Labor Party 


"lL. Support of the Communist Party to the above has been recognized 


by the appointment of a Communist to an official position in the City 


Government. (Massachusetts House Committee on Un-American Activities, Report 


1948, Page 36) 


"2, Cited as a Communist front by the Special Committee on Un= 
American Activities, (March 29, 1944, Pages 49, 77f, 153, 189)" 


The following Confidential Informants, of known reliability, and 
who are familiar in general with Communist activities in the New York area 
were contacted and advised that they had no knowledge of the subject: 
Confidential Informants T-9, T-10, T-ll1, T-12, T-13, and T=14, 


Docld: 34263484 Page 33° 


, NY 100~63755 


DESCRIPTION 


FOTIA (b) (6) 


The following additional descriptive data pertaining to the \ 
subject. was obtained from the files of the Veterans Administration, 


37 Ryerson Stre et, Brooklyn, New Yorks 


Name 

Alias 
Address 
Next of Kin 
Birth Data 


Race 
Relatives 


Employment 
Militery Service 


Height 

Weight 

Posture 

Frame 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Social Security Noo 


LEON NELSON, Bas > phe 
Leon Bliss jive fins Ate 
nae 2 eg. 15th Street, Brooklyn, New York 


EANNESNELSON, wife 
Sa November 5, 1915 oo Brooklyn, 
New York - 
' White 


Child: RONNY NELSON, sorn [J 


Father: HARRY NELSON, age 67, as of 
December, 1945, Residing at 
1996 East 16th Street, Brooklyn, 
New York; 
Mother: YETTA NELSON, age 62, as of 
iDecember, 1945, Residing at 
1996 East 16th Street, Brooklyn, 
New York; 
Brother: SAM NELSON, Residing at 
1996 East 16th Street, Brooklyn, 
New York; 
Brother: IRVING NELSON, Residing at 
1996 East 16th Street, Brooklyn, 
New Yorks 
Brother: JACK NELSON, Residing at 
1996 East 16th Street, Brooklyn, 
New Yorks 
Chairman, Trade Union Commission, Kings 
County Communist Party, Brooklyn, New Yorke 
United States Army, April 24, 1942 to 
October 12, 1945. ASN353'78771. 
67 inches (shoeless). 
150 lbs. (stripped). 
Fair. 
Slight. 
Black. 
Brown. 
Ruddy ° 
130-07-1339. 


-CLOSED- 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Confidential Informant T-2 advised that written material has 
come to his attention addressed to or signed by "NELLIE", and also. "NELLY". 
It is believed that the individual referred to by this name is the subject. 
In fact, the informant received information on March 3, 1949, that "NELLIE" was 
to attend a meeting of the Kings County Communist Farty Committee to he held at 
7;00 pem. on March 25, 1949, at an undesignated place. The agenda of the meet- 
ing included a review of the Party work since the 1948 election campaign. 


In verification of the foregoing information submitted by 
Confidential Informant T-7, as set out in this report, it is noted that 
Confidential Informant T-2 advised on March 29, 1950, that an individual 
identified only as "NELLY" requested an additional $50.00 in his. pay envelope 
for expenses incurred during the Miners Aid Week of February 11, 1950. The 
individual "NELLY" in question wes a paid employee of the Kings County 
Communist Part ty ‘ 


In an article appearing in the ne Worker" issue of March 25, 
1949, the name "LEO NELSON", not further identified, appears in a listing of 
"a delegation of fifteen Brook) me Coma es » who went to the United States 
Court House Building, Foley Square, New York Greys to pretest te Federal 
Judg 58 HAROL OD R. MEDINA'S, Southern District of New York, court ruling denying 
WILLTAM Z. FOSTER the right to testify in the trial of the twelve national 
committeemen of the Communist Party, U.S.A. by written deposition. It.is 
believed that this "LEO NELSON" is identical with the subject. 


Confidential Informant T-2 furnished an unsigned rough draft state- 
ment whereby it is revealed that "Comrade NELSON is guilty of an expression 
of national ‘chauvinson" in a discussion before a group of foreign born workers, 
This information originally was reported to the Bureau by letter dated July ll, 
1949, under the title “COMMUNIST PARTY, U.S.A., DISTRICT 2, KINGS COUNTY, 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C", (Bureau File 100-3-4). 


Confidential Informant T-2 advised, on May 19, 1949, that the 
subject informed his "section organizers" by a mimeographed letter dated 
May 12, 1945, to read "March of Labor" and to become subscribers. Instant 
publication ¥5 a magazine published at the Newspaper Guild Building, 133 West 
44th Street, New York City. 


tee 


tw 


“la 
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The Confidential Informants méntioned 
Agent SIDNEY E. HOWE, dated June 9, oe ‘ 


as follows: 


T-1 


T~3 


T~4 


T-10 


T-11 


CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


4 ir the soba of Special 
/ at New ‘York, New York, are 


Mrs. RODRIGUEZ, buildit Baoan, 1985 East 
15th Street, Brooklyn, New York, fwho was interviewed 
under pretext. / 


[Jeontacted by SA “JOHN z. EAR. 


ane made available a 
photostatic copy’, of the quarterly pay roll report filed 
by the Kings County’ Communist Party with the State of 
New York, Department of Labor, Provision of Placement 
and Unemployment Insurance for the period of January 1, 
1947 to June / / BOs /Ap48. 


who furnished a similar 
pay roll report for the period of October 1, 1948 to 
Peceener Phs 1948. 


[_Jeontacted by S& EVERETT K. DEANE. 
[...._] who furnished information to SA JOSEPH R. 


MARSZALEK of the Pittsburgh Office on February 9, 1950. 


contacted by SA EVERETT K. DEANE. 

who furnished information to SA RICHARD T. CLANCY. 
iG furnished information to SA RICHARD T. CLANCY. 
who furnished information to SA RICHARD T. CLANCY. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS con't 


te T~12 fe = Nene furnished information to SA EDWARD W. 
BUCKLEY,  * 
T-13 [who furnished information to SA EDWARD W. 
; BUCKLEY. 
THL4 [Jano furnished information to SA EDWARD W. 
BUCKLEY « 


REFERENCES: Bureau file 100-142323, 
Report of SA JAMES J. HAYES, New York, 6/3/47. 
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a (10-19-49) 
Office Men \ tim + untrTED ‘VERNMENT 
TO :Director, FBI DATE: June 19, 1950 : 


FRO 7 SAC, aew York 


ion mes N v4 ay 
SUBJECH: ON, wa. ahead ly 7D 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


: a ae 
__, _ Bafile 100-142525 C.26-355§N 
It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above captioned individual. 
x The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 
NAME 
ALIASES 
= 
Go 
\ | 
RACE SEX_ NATIVE BORN NOT EE — ALIEN 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDGH SOCHSLIST vous ey 
So ea Oo 
> —~o 


TAB FOR DETCOM __._ TAB FOR COMSAB 


DATE OF BIRTH_ PLACE OF BIRTH 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


Communist Party, 26 Court Street, Brooklam _N. de = 


wn s x= 
NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and VitalOlndustay List) 
x= 


pe 
= ° 
vi : 
us ey a ae : ; 
Bs \ | _ 


100% SALI C 11 ra gee” : 2 ace ihe. tel 
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; b * Po aad (7) - (D) 


STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Office Mem.......um + onrrep ST. : VERNMENT 
ro; Director, FBI / ine November 22, 1950: 
25g SAC, New York . | | 
- SUBJECT: ton HELSON 
SECURITY MATTER - ¢ 


a 


(Bufile 100-142323) 


On October 3, 1950, Confidential Informant[_____—idjof 
known reliability, was interviewed by SA JOHN E. KEARY regarding 
the officers, Cl  aececatacaad and activities of the Kings County 
Communist Party. 


The Informant stated that he knew this individual only 
by name as the Trade Union Director for the Kings County Communist 
Party. The Informant added that according to hearsay, NELSON was 
an up-and-coming member of the Party who had a favorable future 
ahead. : 


ee:[ 


JEK: ARV 
100-63755 
5 SBM age: FF 
ee a Qa. wow 
ke 
e ra 
eye 
og | 
wo’ 
ant 
: * 
“% ye? 19] aS yw" 
i at “ 3 ws 
we . 2 w ig 
x2: ws Sy \ 
ace es 
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FD-122 
(1-2-51) 


Office ioe ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


SENS ene ts o 


TO : Director, FBI (100-1)2323) DATE: August 1h, 1952 
GB eprom : SAC, New York (100~-63755) 1D 
O Card U.tU. 
SUBJECT: LEON NELSON T-a?- sua 
SECURITY MATTER -C 
a 
a as It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
i above-captioned individual. 
f' Fae, 
% The Security Index Card on the captioned individud’ should be > 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) a w - 
a7 -* 
NAME op © eS 
no 6S ; 
o = m 
=: con 


NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 


COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 


DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address ) 


Unknown 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


DEL:mat KECORDED - 4 Mee ha (437 4f 


iS OBS tes aH HBR 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office N = ndum e UNI iS GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, FBI , 
: DATE? netober 15, 1952 : 


“— 


3A Cy rate (100-Bead) a Baal WLI A, 1 pei 
A.-ZNELSON, aka: Leos NEE Seon ise oT 


NELBIE eens 
moet e Ree 


A \ SH-C a 2 
d ‘ (pe - 28) 45-3 i) ae 
Rebulet to Seattle, April 1, Lose captioned "MIRIAM MANRIQUE aka; 
SMi - C"™ (Bufile 100~355330).In her sworn statement to INS, Seattle, Mrs. MANRIQUE 
stated that a boy named NELSON who was called NELLIE had been a member of the 
Executive Board of a Branch of the Young Communist League at ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
High School, Brooklyn, NYC, during the late 1930's. Mrs. MANRIQUE was unable 
to furnish additional information concerning gaa ee fof g 28 VF P.E-7 
The NYO indices reflect several thousand references under captioned name, 
the review of which in an attempt to identify the subject would involve an unusual 
amount of file review activity. In view of this and the fact that there is no 
allegation of more recent Communist or related activity on the part of the subject, 
no further action will be taken in this matter at this time by New York UACB. 


TO 2 
AVG sro 3 


\ SUBJECT: 


In accordance with instructions in Rebulet, a copy of eae letter is 


designated for San Diego. F 
oN U 4 
Ny 
of 
: { 
\% 
= 
1 - Bufile 100-355330(MBiIAM sANRZIQUE) — i 


1 - San Diego (100-7560) 


GHL: DP 


NN 
Ss 
Se 
UNRECORDED COFY FILED IN /Af#Z ~ 9 x S33 
te os 


82 ocr’ 1982 
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“FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Office Me... ¢ UNITED OVERNMENEn__ 


; + Nichols__ 
o : - Belmont____ 
TO + Director, FBI (100-3-99) ~— peer  Clegg___= 
Attention: Asst, Dir, A. H. - Glavin__¢ 
RV. FROM : SAC Ae r. Harbo__. 
12/30 
SUBJECT: CPUSA - Toplev ; “Ay Tauehiin. —. 
/  IS-C | cone QENSTAL » Mohr. 
won —= Mr. Winterrowd. 
ss Dee { Tele. Room... nein 
LEON NELSON te Holloman. 
SM-C iss Gandy. 


(Bufile 100-142323) 


In connection with the Toplev Program in this office, 
the name LEON NELSON, a CP leader in the sings County CP, has 
been selected as one to be approached in the near future. 


ee BY So lt ol | 
(1) Subject LEON NELSON is Pe cee A a PELE 
to reside at 1985 EH. 15 St., Brooklyn, NY, and was last known to 


! 
be i ENT sade U Commission, Kings 
| County CP, 26-Uourt St., Brooklyn, NY, in lor. iis present - 
: Smptoyment” is unknown. 

eaten ea emeeennial 


BACKGROUND 


- ea ene Neen CM ME FUT : 
(2) Subject was born 11/5/15 in NYC. H a PJ HARE ; 

AKELSON, was born in Russia, and his mother, VEIT Ge cits 1 
“ “in Russia. Subject married JEANNIE, ne@ BLISS ,, aS 38, ~ 
~ 0 si ughter : AN 

' 


fie 2S B® waX and JEANNIBSSPSESS, both of whom were born in Russia. 

subject had volunt®éred for the U.S. Army and was inducted fr 
Local Board #7, ‘Akron, Ohio, 4/2h/l2, and was discharged on 
10/12/45. at- Fort: Dix, N.J. 


rooklyn, NY. Beas was born in ToTeédos 


eat! 2 


(3) CP Background: The "Daily Worker" of 11/3/)0, in 
connection with the subject's candidacy for the New York State 
Assembly, ran a picture with a brief background sketch of the 
subject, stating, "Subject was born 11/5/15 on the east side of 
Manhattan. He has lived in the assembly district, in which he 
is a candidate, for the past 19 years. He graduated from Public 
School 225, New York, and attended Abraham Lincoln High School. 

He joined the Young Communist League in September, 193, and a 

year later he jottiéd the Communist Party. He is active in trade “yj | 
unions, and tewrs—enembper’or the Denval Technicians Union, which. _/ 
he joined in 1934." a 


oa. ee 
ay 


ety 


: The subject was a candidatevon the CP ticket for 
/ + the New York State Assemply.in the Secon istrict, Kings County, 
3 Tr-1g3S, according to the "Daily Worker! of 8/1/38. 
hve ie ee Ss res ; 
au , ee SA CS . 
-*  ] - Asst. Director A. H. BELMONT cf 4 eI ASB GS a 
oT 1 = NY 100-63755 al fehl age, ! 
eae GEO a ee aoe Eee! 
. COPIES DESTROYED__.__.. RY” 4" aE 


EWB : MMS | a. w 


UNRECORDED COPY Flii 


Sica, Sa 
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SEO TALC P le oS 


Letter to Bureau 


Again in 1940, the subject was a CP candidate for the 
position of New York State Assemblyman. Pe EN eee 


In 1942, the subject was an organizer of the Young Communist 
Le ague in Akron , Ohio “ . sa ass IIT a tT et ERO A AE EAE TOROS 


3 In 1940, the subject was chairman of the Seaside Section 
of the CP Kings County, cecoblyny ed ie September LOOT TES 
subject was given a position of County Administrative Organizer 
of the Kings County CP. SE ee eS ae ea 


The subject was a delegate from the Kings County CP to 
the New York State ConventYon of the CP in 1948. At this NYS 
convention, the subject was assigned to the committee to handle 
trade union work. 
Subject has been appearing as a principal speaker for 
’ the past three years at various Kings County CP section meetings. 
Subject also appeared in the picket line of a group of delegates 
from the Kings County CP during the trial of the National Board 
~of--the CP: leaders. . 


In 1949 and 1950, the subject was chairman of the Trade 
Union Commission of the Kings County CP. ‘The subject during 
these years has been active in the CP at county level among 
the trade union groups, and he has been in close contact with 
such national CP leaders as JOHNNIE WILLIAMSON, SIMON wW. GERSON, 
ROBERT THOMPSON, etc. 


During 1951, informants have advised that the subject 
has been in_conkach with top.CP leaders.such as.AL,LANNON, SI 
GERSON, WILLIAM NORMAN, JACK PERRILA, etc. As late as 1951, 

the subject was on the payroll of the Kings County CP fixecutives, 
and for the first quarter of 1951 the subject received the 

amount of $650.00, according to informants. 


Subject is extremely friendly with mamy CP leaders of 


ies 
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a ) 


“> 


Letter to Bureau 


Kings County who are suspected of being presently engaged in 
the underground apparatus, such as CARL VEDRO, CHARLES LOMAN, 
NORMAN SCHRENK, and others. 


(4) Subject's wife has been an extremely active CP 
lea on the section, Tével. ‘The TTS "reftects thatthe subject's — 
wife, JEANNEE“BITSS*NEDSON, is a member of the CP. In 1944, she ee 
was Executive Secretary of the Avenue U Club, Brooklyn, NY, and oo 
in 1942 she took her husband's place as organizer of the Young | te 
Communist League in Akron, Ohio, at the time he entered the Army. : 
The wife has appeared as a speaker at various. section meetings 
at the Kings County CP and is known to the state and county 


leaders of the CP. ; 


: Because of the wife's loyalty and activity in the 
CP, numerous informants have advised that the subject's position 
has been advanced in the county leadership, meaning that the 
‘CP leaders are anxious to have a husband and wife team both 
“active as leaders in the CP movement. 


(5) No information is available on subject's relatives 
in the CP other than the wife. 3 


(6) There is no indication in the file or from informant 
sources indicating that either the subject or his wife have 
defected or faced expulsion charges in the CP. On the contrary, 
poth have been reported extremely active in the CP movement. 


(7) The subject, if willing to cooperate, would be a 
valuable informant to this Bureau because of his loyalty in 
the past to the CP movement as he, no doubt, has received valuable 
information on CP activity which would be of assistance to this 
Bureau. 


Because of the subject's complete attention to his 
position as a Kings County CP leader, he, no doubt, has security 
information concerning possible CP underground activity, as well 
as information concerning the possible whereabouts of the CP 
fugitives. 


(8) Plan of Approach: It should be noted that the 
present employment of LEON NELSON is ‘not known, but that infor- 
mation has been developed that the subject has been seen coming 
and going at times from his apartment at 1985 E. 15 Street, 
Brooklyn, NY. 


( 


It is contemplated that the subject will be approached 
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as he departs from his apartment house en route to his unknown 
place of employment. The approach will be made to the subject 
directly on the street by Agents assigned to the Toplev Program, 
, and every means of persuasion from a patriotic or financial _ 
\ standpoint will be made in an attempt to influence or win over 
| NELSON as an informant. 


pee ted tte REDE POTN Ta PAA ME OAT MEO LY OMNI POH DN BEDE TAD Dm PO ha ac 


is requested to directly approach the 
ae circumstances 


j sect hag TE 
‘sae Byyeau permission 
subject during the week of January 19, 


permitting. 


! QL one tee 2 a : 


1 MW 41493 Doeold:34283484 Page 35 


Letter to Bureau 
\ 


Holloman. 


Gandy. 


SAC, New yor __{100-63755) 


_Dipector, FBI (100-3-99)(100-142323)-Z] > CONFIDENTIAL 
RECORDED.27} 

COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

TOPLEV 

INTERNAL SECURTTY - C 


rm 
2s 


LEON N&LSON 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


Reurlet December 30, 1952. 


Authority granted to contact Nelson whenever feasible 
away from his residence and any place of employment. 


In conducting this interview you should be guided by 
existing Bureau instructions relsating to interviews with Toplev 
subjects. Zs 

£ . 
Aévise Bureau results of contact, and if it is not 
possible to approach the subject within thirty days, the Bureau 
should be furnished the reason why the contact has not been made 


and when you anticipate conducting the interview. = <.- 
a. oe 
' im = ati | 
ce 
JDD: DE prenassrpren Bry / C: /Cit = 
ne ES 2a ~~ 2 OF 
ee 
ee 
(rd 
if 
VG Dress a rik 
{ ied DF. hati. 
| PN laws 
eM yl / } 
od y 2 Ran 
LO 2 = MECH tg z cy 
COMM — FEI FF 2 g, 
| SAN 6 1953 
soe" MAILED 24 


41493 Docld: 34203404 Page 36 


January 5, 1953 


/E0-~- 3-H 


TINDEOADNEN CADYV CITT TRE 


o STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Saale 


Director, FBI 


TO 
q Att: Asst. Dir. A. H. B 
7 a. & FROM : SAC, 
Syke, 

SUBJECT: CPUSA-TOPLEV 


saa SECURITY -C 


LEON NELSON 
SECURITY MATTER -C 


yf 2 32 


Re NY letter, 12/30/52, 


“FOI 


UNITED STATES GOVERN. 
ue 
b Ein, 
Mr. 


iw) 
> 
ej 
nw 
rm 
— 
rm 
Ne) 
™N 
= 


% 


requesting Bureau 


authority to contact LEON NELSON, a top functionary of the 
in connection with the Toplev Program 


Kings County Cc. P. 

in this office, and bulet, 1/5/53, granting authority to 

contact the subject whenever feasible. 

: This is to advise the spot check surveillances 
at the residence of the subject, namely 1985 East 15°St. 


Brooklyn, 


“a4 
. 


It be 


Pe 


wt on several 4484 
do repair jobs, prief. conversations; with the Pye 


_ disclosed that LEON ‘NELSON was reported to [og QOr 
RECORDED-52 


Ne. Eee 


has failed to disclose the whereabouts of 


the subject since he is not residing at his reported 


address. 


Tt should be noted that highly reliable 


Confidential Informants of this office advised that LEON 
NELSON was also heard from in conversation with other Kings 


County C. 


P. leaders in October, 


1952. 


A pretext telephone call to the home of 


LEON NELSON prior to Christmas, 
subject's wife advised that she 
around the Christmas holidays. 


1952 was made at which time 
expected the subject home 


An interview with WILLIAM RODRIGUE fore 


superintendent at 1985 East 15 St., Brooklyn, 
alerted to report the presence of the subject, 


who: 
advised that 


he has not observed the subject residing or visiting his 


apartment for over 3 months. 


RODRIGUEZ said that subject's 


wife and 2 children continue to reside in the apartment 


but ti 
for some time. 


during ‘the. ‘christmas! 


him entering 


on a pusiness trip. 


Pata 


1 - 100-63755 


EWB:FC an cee 
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rer rte mene 


ae Bt NE Acero 


nat NELSON has not been observed around the building 


om ‘RODRIGUEZ,, igtated, that _ ne was on the look- 
Udlidays: td -dée if he observed 
NELSON Vasit his: cwife and family but that he did not observe 
Yr leaving the” buildin: 
its to the subiject's apartment where he had to 


234 Ve 


He also stated that 
yite, 


# Ysind 


| 1; 


Mr. Tolson 


MENT— 


Belmont___ 
Clegg 
Glavin 
Earbo 


5 gey__ 
s Ranghlin 
i » Mohr 

Mr. Wigttor rrowd_ 


—— 


rw 
aS 


i 
us 
a 


ee 


Mis to 


ww UNRECORDED COPY FILED IN 


““FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


Letter to Director, FBI 


Since it appears that LEON NELSON is also 
missing and probably active in the Brooklyn C. P. under- 
ground movement, he is not being consideredifor Toplev 
contact at this time unless his whereabouts are ascertained. eos 
When this information is established. the Bureau will be ee 
notified and authorization will be requested for a contact 
with the subject under the Toplev Program. . 


ee a : oe 
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gac, New York[ ____(100-63755) January 27, 1953 


on fhe (100- edd tees —CORPEDENEEAL- 
/ re) e: &, ae ff ff 
a ay ie MMUNIST PARTY, UBA a 
a TOPLEV 
RO INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


LEON NELSON 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


Reurlet Jenuary 19, 1953. 


Since the subject's whereabouts is unknown, the authorized 
contact with him cannot be made in the near future. 


In view of the fact that the subject cannot be interviewed 
at the present time under this Program, his case should be removed 
from Toplev consideration. 


The case should be reassigned and if the subject's whereabouts 
is determined, consideration should be immediately given to an interview 
with him under the Toplev Program and the Bureau should be advised prior 
to such interview, setting forth the contemplated plan of approach which 
must be made in accordance with the Bureau's instructions relating to 
interviews with Toplev subjects. 


JDD: DE 


ft 


<_ 
al 


JAN2 8 1053 [ : A 


7] MAILED 


Tele. Fn, wes 
fy SO 


62 FEB 49591 
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UNRECORLED COPY FILED IN 476 -F - PF — 


aa 4-312 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. TAMPERE 10 BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE [ror AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


REMOVED BY D1 JUN 1953 
| rus morx_/¢7— /¥2 523-47 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 


_—|BZ te 
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FD-122 
(1-2-6) 


Office Mem wt * UNITED STAin, )JVERNMENT 


STANDARD FORM No. 64 


TO . Director, FBI (100-1)2323) DATE: June 1, 1953 


| pe | SAC, New York (100-63755) OM 
SUBJECT: LEON NELSON a WI oe 
UNAVAILABLE SECTION" 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C - 2-49 


_ It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


. The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 

—— changed as follows: (Specify change only) 
NAME 
ALIASES 
a 
a 

NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST ie PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) _¥ MISSING 


ee a SS 


TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 


DATE OF BIRTH % PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ipomsszeny name of employing concern and address) 


o s_ aN UNKNOWN 


PR 
g}2 
T) 


1 
TARIS 


3 
FBI 


z SINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 


[as 
NATURE OF ${IDUST 
oO 


Ww 


\ 
\ 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS UNKNOWN 


JJK:mat ~ 


Lo OD - lye oe tees 154) a 
BKOGIN 2 m3 TOF 


«x Id 4s 
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— (D) 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


_ Memar. | 2 ¢ UNITED STA | ERNMENT 


Director, FBE (100-142323) 
As SAC, New York (100-63755) 


SUBJECT: LEON Gr son 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Subject has been identified byL._/ Jena[_____Jas Bronx County 
_CP Organizer. He has formerly been Trade Union Director, Kings County CP. He 
was first reported as missing from his Ao 1985 East 15 Street, Brooklyn, 
(btiew York in June, 1952. 


Subsequent investigation xha artes that NELSON has in fact been living 
away from his family since the later’ Pp 


In February, 1953, fied a photograph of subject as a 


person known to him as "JOE" wno’ ‘Y ke bing as Bronx CP Organizer since the 
middle of 1952. Both NY land have stated that subject is operating 


in the CP Underground. 


res a Ae 
Sone ale 


In an effort to buts subject, contacts were made with individuals 
living at subject's last k residences. Subject's wife has been interviewed 
under the Toplev program. /s surveillance of a Bronx County Section Organizer 
Meeting has been conducted as\well as surveillance of contacts of subject in the 
Bronx. Tesurs have Soi a ted on subject's wife and a probable contact. 
i 

Mail covers have been placed on his wife. To date they have failed to 

locate subject. eo ] 


Investigation is continuing to locate the subjects j i 


ny” . . ee bs 
oy - se PPh er » 1958 
\/ 


eins 
Encl. (1) 


to 


eh Vari 2 
sK:mK JUN TR TS 
bare fe 


io 
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SECURITY INFORMATION -GONFECEHTTAL 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK Fite No. PMC/ATM = 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 
NEW YORK 5/15/53 | Wako JOHN J. KEARNEY /} 
TITLE = —yn6/53- i: CHARACTER OF CASE 
CHANGED (zee 
LEON ‘NELSON, was: > INTERNAL SECURITY = C 
Leon liss,/"Joe", Neljie x 
isha ae == ono - 
UR RAN? foe YY -{SUMMARY REPORT 
SYNOPSIS: subject _born 11/5/15, NYC. Veteran. 2~*” 
of World War Ii, Joined the YCL in (ade 
193. and a year later joined the CP eo (% 
Functionary of YCL until 1942, when = 
he joined the U.S. Army. After Army 
subject was leading CP functionary 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., holding position /, .. 
j of Trade Union Director from 199 to 
L\.. 1951. Presently operating in CP un~/ 
v\ : AF b derground as Bronx County CP Organ~. 
en 4 ri! izer, Residence unknown. 
uf Spee / 
DETAILS: The title of this case has been marked 


changed: to reflect the additonal alias "JOE", 
the name by which the subject is known in the 
Communist Party (CP) underground, as set 

out hereinafter. 


The name NELLIE is also added to this title 
according to information received from 
Confidential Informant T-1l2. 


ce BACKGROUND 


A=-Birth Data 


On April 18, 1953 SE GERARD M. LENAHAN 
checked the records of the Bureau of Vital Statistics, Manhattan, 


SPECIAL AGENT - 
IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


APROVED AND 
"ORWARDED: 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


> “Bureau (100-142323) RM aa 


é.= Cleveland RM eG dy. 

_ -OPIES DESTROYED___. ue A 

3- New York (1990-64755) 
= k 1 


a This oni enti ragort ang ity contents are Joana” yh by-fhe FP yg are 
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NY ali 


“IHewe~Vemie, under number 371369: which reflected the birth of 

LEON NELSON as~nove 1915 in Manhattan. His father. 

is shown as HARRY B econ age 35,-occupation "paper boxes, Mee 

born in Russia. HiS mother is shown as YETTAXPROCT; age 34h, sc 
asta. At the time of LEON NELSON'S birth his 

parents' residence was shown as 119 Division Street, Manhattan, 


4 


i 


Be Marital Status 


On April ‘ds, 1953 SE LENAHAN peyinued the marriage 
records at the County Clerk's Office, Brooklyn, New York, . 
under number 5703. This record reflects that LEON NELSON Mes. 
and JEANNE.BLISS were married in Brooklyn on April. 16,- 1938. oe 
The marrage” Es conse was issued on April 11, 1938. 


Sn ee a 


The “following "descriptive data was listed on these a 


records: 
Name LEON NELSON (white) 
Residence Zoro Coney ‘Island; Avenue 
Age 
Born ecaeeees 
Employment Rubber worker 
Marriage First 
Father HARRY B. NELSON (born in Russia) 
Mother YETTA PROECT (Born in Russia) a 
Name JEANNE BLISS (white) 
Residence 3091 Brighton Third Street 
Age 21 
Born Toledo, Ohio a 
Occupation... Secretary 
Marriage First 7 
Father MAX BLISS (born in Russia) 
Mother FANNY RUBINOFF (born in Russia 


The witnesses to this marriage were listed as. 
SEYMOUR WOULFERT and FANNY BLISOVSKY. 


Le * 
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NY 100~63755 


C- Education 


The "Daily Worker, "an east coast Communist news- 
paper, in its issue of Nov ember 3, 1910, reflects that 
LEON NELSON attended the following schools: Publie School 
225 and the Abraham Lincoln High School. 


The records of Confidential Informant T-1, another. 
governmental agency reflect that the subject gave the 
following educational background: Eight years elementary 
school; four years high school; one year Brooklyn Evening > 
School and oné year Seth Low Junior College, 


D- Employment 
(Other Than CP) 


The records of Confidential Informant T-l reflect 
the following employment record for the subject: 


1930-1937 


Employed as dental technician. 


1938-1940 


Sprayer (spraying rubber on leather for shoes)». 


194.0 


Miss FRIEDA STERN, bookkeeper fa@ Metro Lathing 
Company, 3578 White Plains Road, Bronx, New York, advised 
that her records reflect the subject was employed by this 
concern on seven different occasions during 190. 


The records of Confidential Informant T-l reflect 
that as of October 16, 190 the subject advised he was 
employed by a trade union located at Jamaica Avenue, near 
UWsi6th Street, Queens, New Yorke 


1941 
‘On-April 27, 1941 the subject advised Confidential 
Informant Tel that he was then unemployed. He stated he was a 
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NY 100-63755 


wood, wire and metal lather by trade, which work is highly 
seasonal, He advised that his last employment was with the 
Metro Lathing Company. | 


1941-1942 ae 

Mrs. RUTH RAYBURN,. 86 West Crosier Avenue, Akron, 
Ohio, advised that the subject was employed in Akron from 
1941 to 192 as a dental technician. 


1942-1945 


“ During the above period it is to be reported that 
the subject was an enlisted man in the United States Army. 


2 


Ee Selective Service 


. The records of Confidential Informant Tel reflect 
that LEON! NELSON, born ,.November 5, 1915 in New York City, 
registered under the Selective Service Act of 1940, with 
Local Board 145, Brooklyn, New York. He was classified 3-A 
on April 9, 191; re+classified 1-A on March 3, 1942 and re- 
classified:l1-C on April 30, 192. He was discharged 
October 25, 1945. He was inducted into the United States 
Army on April 30, 192. 


. By an undated letter the subject advised that 
since moving from New York City to Akron (1942) his economic 
status had changed for the better. He said that therefae, 
he felt he should be placed in the classification 1A. 


On February 25, 1942 Mrs. JEANNE NELSON advised 
the Local Board that she grants her husband permission to 
join the air corps or any other branch of “the military service. 
She said she was able to support herself. 


7 Confidential Informant Tel advised that. the | 
records further reflect the subject received an honorable 
discharge from:the United States Army on October 12, 1945. 


The reason for his separation was listed as demobilization. 
His Army Serial Number was 35378771 and he had attained 
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the rank of T/5, M.D. AUS. He was separated at the Tilton 
General Hospital, Fort Dix, New Jersey. His permanent 
residence was shown as 1996 East 16th Pazeee Brooklyn, New 
York. 


Fe Residences ae 


1915 | 

As pointed out on the subject’ s birth data, NELSON 
was born in New York City in 1915 and his parents residence 
was given as 119 Division Street, Manhattan, New York. 


1936-July,. 190 


The records-of the Board of Elections, Brooklyn, 
reflect that from 1936 to 194.0 the subject registered to 
vote from 3076 Coney Island Avenue, Brooklyn. 


5 


Jul 12 QO - July 17, 1941 
K RAUFF, manager of the apartment. house 
1ocated at 2738 East 19th Street, Brooklyn, advised in 192 <a 


that the subject and his wife resided at that address for 
one year, leaving on July 17, 1941. Mr. RAUFF advised that 
the subject had rented the apartment under the name of LEON 
BLISS, 


July, 19h1 situswenbe. 1941 | 
The records of Confidential: Informant T-1l- reflect 


that on September 2, 1941 the subject advised that~* his 
residence. was 198 West State Street, Akron, Ohio, in cere 
of STGMUNDMGNEH « ce 


November, 1941 - April 30, 1942 

Mrs. RUTH RAYBURN advised that on about. November 15, 
1941 the subject and his wife came to reside at 86 West 
Crosier Avenue, Peron Ohio. 


April 30, 1942 = October 12 te 
I s to be note during the above period the 
subject was in the United States Army. 


: NW 41493 Docld: 34263404 Page 47 


i 
tf 


NY 10063755 


f 


October 12, 1945 - October 253 1945 


The records of Confidential Informant T-1 reflect 
that upon discharge from the Army the subject gave the 
& residence of 1996 East 16th Street, Brooklyn. 


October 25, 1945 - 1950 


The records of Confidential Informant T-1 reflect 
that on October 25, 1945 the subject gave the residence 
address of 1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn. 


The records of the Board of Elections, Brooklyn, 
reflect that during the period 1946 to 1949 the subject 
resided at the above address. 


Confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability, 
advised in January, 1953 that the NELSON family had resided 
at the above address for about six years. The informant 
stated that he had not seen the subject at the above residence 
for about two years. The informant reported, however, that 
ae wife has continued to reside at that address since 
19 ° : 


II CONNECTION WITH THE CP 
A- Entrance Into the CP 
. The "Daily Worker" issue of November 3, 1940, page 5, 
reflects that the subject joined the Young Communist League 
(YCL) in September, 1934 and a year later joined the CP, 
It is to be noted that the YCL has been declared 


by the Attorney General as an es eae coming within 
the purview of Executive Order 9335. 


Be Positions in YCL and CP, USA 


Prior to 191.0 


On December 17, 1951 Mrs. MIRIAM MANRIQUE, nee MISKY, 


: aa 
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testified before an Immigration and Naturalization Service 
hearing board that one “boy named NELSON, whom we called 
NELLIE, but I don't remember his name now," was a manber 
of the Executive Board of the YCL Branch ~(Abraham Lincoln 
High Sehool). 


194.0 


Confidential Informant T+3, of known reliability, 
advised that the subject was Division Chairman, Seaside 
Division, YCL, as of June 26, 190. 


On August 30, 1940 this informant repa@ ted that 
NELSON was no longer Division Chairman, Seaside Division, YCL. 


The informant learned on‘September 12, 1940 that 
NELSON was at that time County Administrative Organizational 
Secretary of the YCL (Kings County) New York. 


1941. | 


Mrs. RUTH RAYBURN, 86 West Crosier Avenue, Akron, 
Ohio, advised in August, 1942 that during the course of time 
she knew the subject she concluded that he was an organizer 
of the YCL in Akron. She based this on the fact that the 
subject's wife told her, upon subject's entrance into the 
United States Army, that she was going to take over her 
husband's work as an organizer in the YCL, Akron. 


1942-1945 


' During the above period the subject was repa ted 
to have beer ‘dn the United States Army. 


19146 


Confidential Informant T-, of known reliability, 
advised on.October 21, 1946 that the subject was affiliated 
with the Fort Greene Section of the Kings County CP. 
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Confidential Informant TS, of known reliability, 
advised on May 23, 1947 that the subject.was Section Organ- 
izer of the Williamsburg Section, Kings. ‘County a 


Confidential Informant T-6, of known reliability, 
advised on July 12, 1947 that the subject was Section Organ- 
izer, Williamsburg Section, Kings County CP. 


The "Daily Worker" issue of July 18, 197 and 
the issue of December 15, 1947. reflects that LEON NELSON 
was Section Organizer, Williamsburg Section. The Williamsburg 
Section Headquarter, at that time, was located at 13 Graham 
Avenue, Brooklyn. 


Confidential Informant T-7, of. known reliability, 
advised on December 5, 1947 that the subject was a member 
of the Section Committee, Williamsburg Section, Kings County CP. 


Confidential Informant T-5 advised on January 2h, 


1948 that the subject was a member of the ‘Kings County Board, 
CP, USA. 


Confidential Informant T-6 advised on February 18, 
1948 that the subject was Section Organizer, ‘Williamsburg 
Section, CP. 


| Confidential Informant T-5 advised on March 20, 
1948 that the subject was a full time Funct TOneNy of the 
Williamsburg Section, CP, USA. 


Confidential Informant T-5 advised on Novenber l, 
1948 that he had received information which indicated that 
the subject was then a member of the Review Commission, 
CP, USA, 


aQe 


Bee ee lee Se - ee wasn) a, Soho, aay maf So dt 


NY 100-63755 


1949 


‘Confidential Informant T-5 advised on Jmuary 2h, 
1949 that the ‘subject. was on the Kings County Trade Union 
Committee. 


This iaporment: eariaea in May, te that. the 
sub ject was a member of the Kings County Committee. 


confidential Informant T-8, of known reliability, 
advised that in 1949 he knew of the subject, by name only, 
and that the ‘subject's: position was Trade Union Director, 
Kings County, CP. .'The informant added that according to 
hearsay NELSON was an up and Sonne member of the Party who 
had a favorable future ahead. 


1950 oss 


Confidential Informant T-5 advised in March and 
April, 1950 that the subject was Chairman of the Trade . 
Union Commission of the Kings County CP and worked out of 
the Kings County Headquarters, 26 Court Street, Brooklyn. 


Confidential Informant T=9, of known reliability, 
advised on July 11, 1950 that the subject was Trade Union 
Director of the Kings County CPe 


1951 


Confidential Informant T-S advised on March l, 
1951 that the subject was apparently in charge of security 
for the Kings County CP. 


Confidential Informant Te-l0, of known reliability, 
‘advised the subject was employed by the Kings County CP 
until September, 1951, although the informant did not know 
the position the subject held. 


1952 to date 


Confidential Informant T-11, of known reliability, 
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‘advised that the subject, under the alias of "JOE," first 
came to the informant's attention as County Organizer, 

Bronx County CP in the summer. of 1952. The informant advised 
that the subject continues in this capacity, as of May, 1953. 


Confidential Informant T-12, of known reliability, 
advised in April, 1953.that he had received information that 
the subject was the County Organizer, Bronx County, CP, 

New York. The informant advised that the subject was 
operating in the CP underground. 


I C- Candidacies for Public office Under The CP Banner 


The "Daily Worker" issue of August 1, 1938, page 3, 
lists the subject as a CP candidate for New_York State 
Assembly, Second District, Kings County, New Yorke 


: The "Daily Worker" issue /of-November 3, 1940, page 8, 
- column 5; carries the following article concerning the subject: 
"'TEON NELSON, candidate in Second Assembly District, Kings 
County, born November 5,,1915 on the east side of Manhattan, 
, has lived in the Assembly District in which he is a candidate 
1 | for the last 19 years. Graduated’ from P.S. 225, New York 
and attended Abraham Lincoln High School. Won the handball 
tournament in Brighton Beach, 1929. Joined the YCL in a 
;; September, 1934. A year later he Joined the CP. Active in 
trade unions. A member of the Dental Technicians Union, 
which he joined in 193." 


4 


III ATTENDANCE AT COUNTY, STATE 
AND NATIONAL CONVENTIONS 


Hie YCL National Board 


Confidential Informant T-3 advised that LEON NELSON, 
Division Chairman, Seaside Division, Kings County, YCL, was 
a delegate to a-special conference of the YCL called by the 
National Board, YCL in December, 190. 
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B= Brooklyn county Convention 


Confidential Informant T=S advised that the subject 
was listed as representing all trade unions at a panel of 
the Brooklyn County Convention in 1948. 


Ce New York State Convention 2 


The informant advised that the subject's name fe 
appeared on a ballot sheet containing names of individuals a 
who were to be elected as delegates from Kings County, CP te 
to the New York State CP. 7 


- Gonfidential Informent T-6 advised that as of 
June 30, 1948 the subject, among others, was scheduled to 
be on the committee to handle trade union work at the New 
York State CP Convention. 


D- National Committee Plenary Session 


Confidential Informant T-l), of known reliability, 
advised on July 3, 1941 that LEON NELSON was listed as 3 
being present at the National Committee Plenary Session of ; 
the CP, USA, held in New York City on June 28-29, 1941. © 
The informant advised that at this meeting it was decided 
that the CP must use all its strength to go into the war and 
help Russia. The convention 4ssued a manifesto, "The Peoples! 
Program of Struggle for the Defeat of Hitler and Hitlerism." - 


E- National Convention | 


Confidential Informant T-13, of known reliability, 
advised that LEON NELSON, from Brooklyn, New York, was 
an invited guest to a-special national convention of the 
CP held on November 16-17, 190. 


IV ACTIVITIES IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE CP. : 
As YOu . 


Confidential Informant T-3 advised that the subject 
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spoke at an anti-war rally held at Brighton Center, 3200 
Coney Island Avenue, Brooklyn, on June 29, 1940. This 
rally was conducted by the Seaside Division of the YCL. 


Informant learned that the subject had called 
a meeting of twelve YCL members on July 11, 194.0 in an 
attempt to bring the "slackers" into line. 


Informant reported on July 18, 1940 she attended 
amass memorial meeting to honor the boys who died in 
Spain. This meeting was held in Brighton Center, Brooklyn, 
under the. auspices of the CP Second Assembly District. 
Approximately 300 people attended. LEON NELSON called on 
the ushers there to distribute recruiting cards, — 


The informant reported that on August 21, 1940 
she attended a meeting of the Esplanade Branch of the YCL. 
In attendance were about 25 members. LEON NELSON spoke on 
the "Last World War and its Significance." 


. The informant attended an industrial convention: ‘3 
on August 8, 1940, sponsored by the Seaside Division of the . 
YCL and the subject addressed an audience of about 35 
individuals. 


The, informant advised that she attended & group 
captains meeting, YCL, held on August 2h, 190. After 
the meeting NELSON met with members of the Seaside Division 
to plan an open air meeting for that evening. It was 
agreed he would speak against conscription. 


On August 28, 1940 this informant reported to 
the YCL County Office, 276 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, to 
be interviewed concerning the county training school. The 
informant was greeted by LEON NELSON, who introduced her to 
another person,who conducted the interview. 


On August 31, 1940 the informant attended an open 
air meeting held jointly by the CP and the YCL. The purpose 
of the meeting*was to protest conscription. LEON NELSON 
spoke at this meeting. 
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Be International Workers Order (Iwo) 


Confidential Informant T-15, of known reliability, cas 
advised that LEON NELSON, born November 5S, 1915 at New York 
City, joined the IWO in December, 1939 and terminated his 
membership prior to April, 1946. In April, 1946 he re- 
joined and was a member until November, 1946. : 


In December, 1939 his address was 3076 Coney ve 
Island Aveme, Brooklyn; occupation-rubber worker. In : 
April, 1946 he resided at 1985 Hast 15th Street, Brooklyn; 

occupation-CP organizer, 


It is to.be noted that the IWO has been cited by 
the Attorney General as an organization coming within the 
purview of Executive Order 9835. 


C~ CP Veterans Affairs 


. Confidential Informant T-16, of known reliability, 
advised that a bulletin issued by the State Veterans ; 
Cormission of the CP, New York State, in December, 1945 | 
contained the abridged proceedings of the State Veterans 
Convention held December 1 and 2, 1945. 


In this report there was printed the. condensed 
remarks made by delegates to this Commission. The following 
remarks were attributed to LEON NELSON: _ 


"T, too, agree that the main concentration of our 
organization must be in a line up where the majority of the 
veterans are today, and are going, and as pointed out, they 
are going to the major organizations of the vets, - the 
American Legion, the VFW, and the Jewish War Veterans. And 
that is where our attention must be orientated. I wuld not 
make light of the statement of Communists working among 
the masses, the masses of the people in the AFL, within the 
veterans organizations, certainly that is where our attention 
must be directed, to help guide the practical activities of 
these masses of veterans, of this war and the last war, into 
progressive action. 
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"Speak to any GI out of the Army and he sees the 
danger of being back in uniform in the next six months to ; 
a year. The question is how and in what forms labor and 
the veteran will unite on the question to stop the drive 
for an imperialist war. And we have the application to the 
colonial and national peoples, to see that our country, the 
major imperialist power, takes direct action on this. 


"y can see one form, very small, as to how the 
veteran can speak out and stop this drive. The veteran 
who is a member of the Communist Party, speaking out directly ae ae 
as a Communist, and we have many Communists veterans, directly 
in Party work, who have that obligation. In one of the 
‘clubs in Brooklyn we have set-up a ‘veterans committee and 
we are stressing the drive to get the Yanks out of China 
and back home." o i? 


The "Daily Worker" issue of October 26, 1941, 
page 5, column 1, carried an article captioned, "Thompson- 
Davis Vet Committee Organized." The article stated that 
"Twenty combat veterans of World. War II yesterday formed a 
veterans committee for the election of ROBERTXTHOMPSON and 
BENJAMIN. J DAVIS, Communist candidates for Gomptroller and 
Attorney Géneral." This paper points out that the Committee 
was to publicize the above elections. On the above Committee, 
among others, was listed LEON NELSON. 


D=- Participation in CP Election Campaign 


In an advertisement placed in the "Daily: Worker," Oy 
issue of October 16, 1946, page h, columns 2 and 3, by the 7 
Kings County Committee CP, headed, "New Developments in 

The Fight for Peace andThe:196 Elections," the readers were | 
urged to.come and hear various CP functionary speeches. 
Listed as speakers were LEON NELSON and BAIS MON, under the 
Williamsburg Sixth Assembly District Sectfon. ’ 


Confidential Informant T-15 advised that ware 
(BROOKLENJNDAVIS on behalf of the Brooklyn pomeuntet Election Sp 
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Campaign Committee instructed LEON NELSON that he was 
scheduled to speak in the Brighton Section on October 2 
1949 at a rally... 


"~- 
E- Activities as to CP Re istration 


Confidential Informant TH6 advised that the 
subject was a Section Organizer of the Williamsburg Section 
n 1948 and in this capacity was scheduled to call on MAY. 
MILLER and BILLANORMAN, of the New York State CP to discuss 
CP régistratton in June, 1948. 

Confidential Informant T-5 advised that the 
subject was directed to contact CARDNDENNIS, Organizational i 
Secretary, Kings County_CP, concerning the arranging of f 
transfer from one of his branches during the summer of 1948.” 


F-{ Meetings of The Kings County Board 


Confidential Informant T-5 advised that the ae 
subject was notified that the Kings Coneny Board of the CP 
was to meet on January 2, 1948. 


This same informant advised that the subject was. 
scheduled to attend a meeting of the Kings County Committee 
to be held on March 25, 1949. The agenda of the meetin 
was to include a review of the Party work since the 19,8 
election campaign. 


G- Activities On The Review Commission 


ential Informant T-5 advised that LEON 
Review Commission of the Kings County cP, 
advise SIDAGLUCK, of the Flatbush Section, that J. 
“POP'MMINDEL. had preferred charges against him and submitted 
them’ to the Commission. A hearing was to-be held on 
November 5, 1948 at the County Offices. 


epee 
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H= Activities in Trade Union Work 


Confidential Informant T-5 advised that NELSON 
called a meeting of the Kings County Trade Union Committee 
at the Kings County CP Headquarters for January 27, 1949. 
The agenda was: (1) Fight Against the Taft-Harley Law and 
(2) Coneentration." s 


4 Tae 


The informant advised in January, 1949 that the 
subject was scheduled to lead a distussion on the ideological 
aspects of the ‘two outlimes on the "Working Class and Industrial 
Concentration." The informant further advised that the 
subject had been requested to speak on "Industrial Conscription” 
at the South Youth Section membership meeting on March 8, 


199. 


The informant advised that NELSON sent a letter fee 
to several sections of the CP in Brooklyn to arrange for Me 
a meeting on March h, 1949 at the County Headquarters. ; i 
The meeting was to check up on the program of the metal 
concentration branches and set up a plan of work for this 8: 
industry. £ coe 


. . fhe subject's name was listed on a achedule of 
speakers for the Kings County Industrial Conference to be 
held on April 16, 1950 at Adelphi Hall, 74 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City, according to the informant. 


' WEESON was scheduled to open this conference and 
to give a report, which would last about onee#half hour, 
Later on in the day. are 


Informant advised phat on May 27, 1949 the subject 
directed. a letter to SANDYACHALFIN, Organizer, Williamsburg 
Section, requesting him to come to the County Office on 
June 2, 1949 to discuss the re-establishing of their trade 
union. committee and other questions for immediate action. 
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_  . The informant advised that the subject called a 
conference on the trade unions! fight for Negro rights on 
October 7 and 8, 199. 


The informant advised that a meeting of the 
Trade Union Committee was called by the subject to be held 
‘September 14, 1949. 

The informant advised that the subject called a 
meeting of all members of the Transport Concentration 
Groups for September 29, 1949. 

The informant advised that the subject was 


ational 


instructed to attend a meeting of National pepoeeeeesenal / 


yssion of industry. The main report was to be made by 
TEIN, Assistant National Labor Secretary. 


: Confidential Informant T-17, of known reliability, 
advised that JOHN WILLIAMSON, National Labor Secretary, 

CP, USA, conferred with the subject on March 2, 1950. 

NELSON made an appointment, with WILLIAMSON for March 3, 
1950 in connection with some industry. — 


Confidential Informant T=17 advised that JOHN 
WILLIAMSON and the subject conferred on March 6, 1950 
concerning a concentration conference to be held in 
Brooklyn on April 2, 1950. According to the informant, 
WILLIAMSON directed NELSON that rather than have the 
meeting in Brooklyn he should bring the comrades to 
Manhattan, where the conference would be held. 


IT- May Day Parade, 1950 
Confidential Informant T-5 advised that the 


subject was in charge of special captains, Kings County 
May Day Committee for the 1950 May Day Parade. 
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It is to be noted that the United May Day 
Committee has been cited by the Attorney General as an ae 
organization coming within the purview of Executive Order i 


9835. 


J- Connection'With The Civil Rights Congress (CRC) 


Confidential witorment Ten ot eed that on 
May 15, 1951 LEON NELSON told NAPAROSS, Executive Secretary, i 
New York State CRC, that BEN (Brooklyn) DAVIS. was having | ahs 
a meeting in Brooklyn that night and thought it would be a 


good idea for him to use ROSS' film to "wake up the people." 


‘This informant reported that NAT ROSS contacted 
LEON NELSON on May 5, 1951 and advised NELSON that he 
wanted to see him that afternoon. 


The CRC has been cited by the Attorney General as 
an organization coming within the purview of Executive 
order 9835. 


K- Disciplinary Action 


Confidential Informant T-5 advised that the Kings 
County CP in an outline for developing the struggle for 
Negro. rights pointed out that LEON NELSON had been found 
guilty of national chauvinistic expressions in connection 
with a group of foreign born workers. 


L- Miscellaneous 


The "Daily.wWorker" issue of July 18, 1947:contains 
an article by LEON NELSON, as Section Organizer for the 
Williamsburg Section, CP, USA. This article was captioned, 

_ “Williamsburg CP Pledges Aid to DENNIS." It is in the 
form of a letter addressed to WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, as Chairman 
of the Defend DENNIS Committee. In this letter NELSON states 
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that his section pledges aid to the defense of EUGENE 
DENNIS, General Secretary of the CP, who appeared before 
the House Un=-Ameriean Activities Committee. He states 
theat.the section pledges to do the utmost in leading the 
fight to preserve"the rights of our CP," 


In regard to: the above it is to be noted that 
on April 10, 1947 EUGENE DENNIS defied a subpoena to 

appear before the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
and was cited for contempt of Congress on April 22, 19k7. 


The "Daily Worker" issue of March 25, 1949, 
page 3, column 1, lists LEO NELSON as a member of the 
delegation to visit the chambers of Judge MEDINA protesting 
his ruling denying CP Chairman, WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, the. 
right to testify during the proceedings of the trial of 
the eleven CP leaders by written deposition. 


Confidential Informant T-9 attended a meeting 
of the Brooklyn CP held at Webster Hall, 119 East llth 
Street, New York City, on July 11, 1950. Admission was by 
invitations | 


The meeting was opened by CARL VEDRO, Chairman 

_of the Kings County CP, who introduced LEON NELSON, Trade 
Union Director of Kings County CP, as temporary chairman 
of the meeting. NELSON, in turn, introduced GUS HALL, 
National Secretary of the CP, USA, who spoke on the 
subject, "Korea and The Fight For Peace. HALL spoke 
concerning the reasons for the Korean war and the United 
States intervention in Korea, which he termed "imperialistic. 
HALL outlined the task confronting Party members, instructing- 
them to obtain signatures to expell. the imperialistic 
roles of the United States and to urge the acceptance 
of Communist China into the United Nations. . 


V ACTIVITIES IN THE CP UNDERGROUND 
AS BRONX COUNTY ORGANIZER 


Confidential Informant T-8 advised that LEON NELSON 
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had been the Brooklyn CP Trade Union Director and described 
him as an up and coming young Communist who would certainly 
operate in the CP underground apparatus. 


Confidential Informant T-12 advised that he feels 
certain that most of the full time section organizers in 
the Bronx County CP have been dispensed with and those 
remaining would be in charge of a region of approximately 
50 members. 


The informant feels that there are only four or 
five full time paid employees in the Bronx, who would now be 
in a leading position. ' 


The informant observed that due to the reshuffling 
of personnel brought about for security reasons a person 
who was formerly a CP leader in Ohio may now be in a 
leading position in the Bronx, As an illustration of this 
point he has learned that one "JOE", last name unknown, 
is now Bronx County Organizer. He stated that he has also 
heard that "JOE" was referred to as NELLIE. 


The informant recalled that he was acquainted 
with an individual whose name was NELLIE and who was formerly 
Trade Union Secretary of the Kings County CP. The informant 
knew NELLIE's true name to be NELSON but did not recall 
his first name. The informant also knew that NELSON was no 
longer living at home but was apparently residing away 
from home for security reasons. 


The informant obtained information during 
April, 1953 that the true identity of "JOE", who was also 
known as NELLIE, was actually LEON NELSON. 


Confidential ‘Informant T-11 advised in April, 1953 
that the subject was known to him, as early as July, 1952, 
as the Bronx County Organizer of the CP and still holds 
that position. The informant advised that since arriving 
in the Bronx the subject has been operating entirely in the 
underground and his identity is closely guarded. The 
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informant advised the subject probably does not attend any 
mass meetings of the CP and the only people subordinate to 
the subject who-would be in contact with him are those who 
are on a regional level in the Bronx. These contacts would 
be limited to probably four people, however, other CP 
members could be in contact with the subject, but only at 
the subject's request and prescribed appointment. oe 
o 
The informant advised further that the subject 
had directed that a reception be held at the Allerton,; 
Community Center on October ll, 1952 in honor of ISS EGUN « 


It is to be noted that BEGUN, the former Chairman 
of the Bronx'County. CP, was arrested in New York City in 
June; 1951 for violation of the Smith Act. He was placed 
on trial in the Southern District of New York and was 
acquitted by direction of the presiding judge. 

The informant advised that the subject had been 
very active in the Bronx CP election campaign during 1952 
and that the subject had made the statement that the 
Bronx CP had spent over $8,000 in that election campaign. 


VI USE OF ALIASES 


It is to be noted that the subject's given name. 
at birth was LEON NELSON. 


It has been reported, under the caption of residences 
that when the subject came to reside at 2738 East 19th Street, 
Brooklyn, New York, he was known under the name of LEON BLISS. 


’ 


As has been previously reported the subject is. 
known in the CP underground as "JOE." 


~ panes eee ees 


VII DESCRIPTION 
The ‘following description of the subject was made 
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FOTA(b) (6) 


— Zt 


NY 100-63755 
available in. 1950 een the files of the Veterans Administration, 
37 Ryerson Street, Brooklyn, New Yorky — 
Name. a an DERI PTlore. 
vipa peermrinnimeinnttn, 
Address 1985, East 15th Street, 
Brooklyn, New York. 
Birth date November 5, 1915 | 
Place of birth New York, New York 
sex Male 
Race White 
Height St7" (shoeless) | : 
Weight 150 pounds (stripped) . 
Hair Black aoe 
Byes Brown ‘os 
Gomplexion Ruddy i 
Frame - Slight 
Army Serial Number 30378771 : 
Social Security Noe 130-07 1339 
Relatives = ee 
wife JEANNE NELSON,» a 
1985 Rast etn Street, Brooklyn 
son = ca ‘born 
' 1985 Hast 15th 
tree Brooklyn — 
father HARR NELSON, . age 67 (1945) 
19 Rae 16th Street, ee 
mother YETT cLSON, age 62 (1945) 
1996 East 16th Street, Brooklyn 
brother SAigRIELSON : 
96 oa 16th Street, Brooklyn 
(19 . 
brot her IRVINGZNELSON 
1996 fast 16th: Street, Brooklyn — 
; O48) 
brot her JAC LSON 
1996 East 16th Street, Brooklyn 
(1945) 


-2e-<- 
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NY 100-63755 


Name 

Age 

Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Complexion 
Pecullarities 


i 
‘ 
I! 
i 
; 
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- LOCTARIRGTHL YTUAUE 


The following description of the subject was 
furnished by Confidential Informant T-11 in December, 1952: 


A sa Spode 
PN JOR" — Lb guc adders, - 


150 pounds 

Dark 

Dark 

Slim face-long; looks like 
GEORGE RAFT, no ExOHBeS | wears 
trench coat. 


. POT AAO WL VIRUS 


=230 


~—y te 
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NY 100-63755 


INFORMANTS 


Identity of 
sourcee 


Tel 


Selective Service 
records, LB 15, 
Brooklyn, NY 


T-2 


WILLIAM RODRIGUEZ» 
superintendent, 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Date of activity ~ 
and/or aesoriptién’ 
of information mS 


eros 
information 


Residence 


1985 E 15thst., 


Brooklyn, NY 


T= 3 
Records of 


BSSI, NYCPD on 


YeL activity 


LEON NELSON © 


10/21/46 


Williamsburg, 
8.0. 


Kings county 
Board 


Date 


Received 


4/20/53 


12/12/52 


checked 
in 


1942 


10/21/h6 


5/23/47 


1/24/58 


Williamsburg S.0. 3/20/48 


Page 66 


Agent 


to whom 


fum ished 


SE DONALD 
Ce. 
STRELETZKY 


JOHN M. 
CONLON 


. WILMER L. 


THOMPSON 


JOSEPH F. 


BRENNAN 3 
JOHN A. 
HARRINGTON 


JOHN A. 
HARRINGTON ; 


SH KEERAN F. 


BUCKLEY 


" 


BZ 


File no,” is 
where ~ 


located 
oS UE SS 


100- 


63729" 
1A 1 


100» «+ 
63755- 3. -: 
97 


100- 
63755- 
12 


100-u 
63755- 
15 


100- 
2660 3- 
1B 3718 


100- 
2660 3- 
1B 3987 


NY 100=63755 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONTINUED 
INFORMANTS (CONTINUED) 
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File new 


Identity of Date of activity Date Agent 
Source and/or description Received — to whom where 
eee of information furnished located 
p-5 Review Commission 11/1/48 JOHN A. 100- 
(continued) HARRINGTON; 63755- : 
NICHOLAS J. 1A°7 ' 
MASTROVICH es 
Trade Union Com- 1/2/49 NICHOLAS J, 100- - 
mittee MASTROVICH; 26603-— 
SE KIERAN F. 1A 
| BUCKLEY 4610 | 
Kings Co. Committee 5/13/9 JOHN E. 100~ 
KEARY; SE 2660 3= 
KIERAN F.-  1A- 
BUCKLEY 929 
Trade Union Com- 3/29/50. ~+=JOHN E. 100- 
mission 4/5/50 KEARY 63755 
Trade Union 4/5/50 " 100- 
Director 2660 3= 
c 43 
Security-Kings Co. 3/1/51 JOHN E. 100= 
KEARY; SE 2660 3- 
KIERAN F. c 43 
. BUCKLEY 
Brooklyn Co. 6/15/48 JOHN A. 100- 
Convention HARRINGTON; 26603- 
SE KIERAN F. 1A 
. BUCKLEY ho55 
NY State’ Convention 6/30/48 ud 100 = 
; 2660 3 
1A4053 


—BZ te 


NY 100-63755 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONTINUED 


INFORMANTS (CONTINUED) a 
Identity of Date of activity Date Agent File no |. 


Source and/or description Received to whom where |) 
of information furnished locatec ~~ 
T-5 (cont'd) CP Election Campaign 12/6/48 JOHN A. 100 


HARRINGTON; 63755- ~ 
SE KIERAN F. 33 " 


BUCKLEY | 
Transfer of CP 6/9/48 " . 100- © 
membership 2660 3- | 

1A 4063 
Kings Co. Board — 1/20/48 " 100- 
26603-:- - 
lA 3967 
| Review Commission 11/1/48 JOHN A. 100- ov 


HARRINGTON: 63755-: ~ 
NICHOLAS J. 1A 7 


| MASTROVICH 
Kings Co. Committee 3/3/49 JOHN E. 100= 
; KEARY | 63755- 
| 62 
mrade Union Work = 1/24/49  NECHOLAS J. 100- 
(1/27/49) MASTROVICH; 26603- 
. SE KIERAN F. 1ah610 
BUCKLEY 
" n (Jan.1949) 1/26/9 " 100= 
2669- 
1A 
" nm (3/8/49) 2/18/49" 100- 
23290- 
. 1A 
" v (3/4/L9 2/24/49 n 100- 
. 63755- 
1a 9 


—BZte 


NY 100-63755 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONTINUED: 


INFORMANTS (CONTINUED) 


Date File no.” 
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-272 


Identity of Date of activity Agent 
Source and/or description Received to whom where i, 
of information. furnished located. -: 
T-5 (cont'd) Trade Union Work | 2/21/h9 NICHOLAS J. 100- ~~ 
/h9 MASTROVICH; 63755- ;° 
SE KIERAN F. 1A 9 
BUCKLEY | 
" " (4/16/50) 4/2h/50 JOHN E. 100~ 
KEARY; SE 2660 3- 
KIERAN F. la 
. BUCKLEY 5927 
" " (5/12/49) 5/19/49 JOHN E. 100- 
KEARY pote 
n " (5/27/49) 6/2/u9 JOHN E. 100- 
KEARY ;SE 88597- 
KIERAN F. 
BUCKLEY 
" "  § (10/7-8/49 = 9/8/49 , 100= 
63755- 
: 1A 11 
. (9/14/49) 9/8/49 " 100- 
63755- 
1A 12 

" " (9/29/49) 9/16/49" 100 

63755~ 

" x /17/49) 11/18/19 " 100-, 

(11 .100= 
63755- 
50) 4/12/50 " 100-" 

May Day Parade (1950 = 
eas : : 80865- 
1A 

Disciplinary Action 6/17/50 JOHN E. 100- 

: KEARY arg 
C 


NY 100-63755 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONTINUED 


INFORMANTS (CONTINUED) : 

Identity of Date of activity Date 

Source and/or description Received 

of information 

= 4 Williamsburg S.0.° 1/12/48 
T it 2/18/48 
WY State Convention 7/9/48 
CP Registration 2/18/48 

T-7 a. 

Anonymous ~ 

= | Trade Union Director 10/3/50 

Contacts & associates 


10/10/50 


=-2b= 
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PFOIA(b) (7) 


Agent to 
whom 
furnished 


EVERETT K. 
DEANE; SE 
THOMAS E. 
O'CONNOR 


EVERETT K. 
DEANE; SE 


‘STEPHEN W. 


JENNINGS 
HERBERT P. 


' LARSON; SE 


THOMAS E. 
O'CONNOR 


EVERETT K. 
DEANE; SE 
STEPHEN W. 
JENNINGS 


JOHN E. 
KEARY 


JOHN M. 

CONLON ; 

ARBOR W. 
GRAY 


—BZee 


File 
where | 
located =: 


100= =: 
26603= : 


NY 100-63755 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONTINUED 


INFORMANTS (CONTINUED) — eS 


Tdentity of Date of cotiey _ Date 
Source and/or desoription | received 
ca infomit ten 2 


i ‘Trade. ation Director 7/11/50 


Nesting , Webster Hall " 


ue on 1951 September, 
i ae 1951 


T-11 ’ | 
Activities as Bronx 4/21/33 
Co. Organizer 10/13/52 
-12 - ee a 
é Bronx Co. Organizer 4/13/53 
n tt ft . 1/26/53 
T-13 
Bureau letter — Source not further identified 


10/21/41, captioned 
"CP,USA, VOORHES ACT" 


Telly 
Col. WALTER L. Attendance at 7/3/41 
FUBERSHAW, MID 6th National Comm. 
Area meeting. 
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furnished 


JOHN a 


KEARY 
1" 


JOHN W. 
DOOLEY 


JOSEPH A. 
CULLEN 


JOSEPH A. 


CULLEN ; 
JAMES N. 
JULIANA 


Bureau 


File 
where 


located 


inst. 


NY 100-63755 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONTINUED 


INFORMANTS ( CONTINUED) | 2 


Date of rT ay, pate 


are Ue or woe . eich 


Identity of Agent File a 
Source. and/or description: received ‘to whom where. |... 
oe anionmey ton furnished locatec = 
TWO ) membership 4/23/53 DAMON W. inst. 
PITCHER 
NY | State Vetevens December, CHARLES F. 100= 
Cenrenenss 1945 HEINER 7949 8- 
1A 17 
347/50 3/7/50 
h/14/50 : 


TAL 50 


5/15/51 
ey 
BA 


2/9/50 


CLEVELAND 


At Akron, Ohio 


Wi, ar 
5/5 


Pee 


2/9/50 


a 

—l 

—7. w 7 a 
_— | 

LEADS 


Tnasmuch as the subject was prominent in the 
Yeoh er Akron in-early BOHON Ee Cleveland office should contact 


2 ie i ts ee 
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NY 100-63755 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONTINUED 
LEADS (CONTINUED) 


all informants who are familiar with YCL activities and all 
sources familiar with YCL activities to determine subject's 
activities while there. 


Should review the indices of the Cleveland 
office and report all pertinent information on subject. 


Will conduct the following listed agency checks: 


Selective Service 
Credit 

Criminal 

Board of Elections 


NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 


Will, in an effort to locate subject, corisider 
the advisability of doing such through appropriate coverage 
on the following individuals, whom informants feel may know the 
whereabouts of the subjects 


JOHN LAVIN; EUGENE PERLSTEIN; MORRIS PALANSKY; 
MORRIS STILLMAN; ARNIE GOLD; IRENE AFTERMAN; SOPHIE NASCIAMENTO 
and CONNIE JACKSON. ; 


Will be in close contact with informants for 
any information they may be able to furnish concerning subject's 
whereabouts. 


Will consider the advisability of establishing 


technical coverage and highly confidential source on subject's 
wife to learn of any possible contact subject and wife may have. 


~31« 


i NY 100-63755 


| 
! 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONTINUED 
LEADS (CONTINUED) 


Will, for the purpose of background information, 
conduct the following agency checks: 


Motor Vehicle Bureau 

Credit Bureau 

New York City Police Department 
Veterans Administration 

Seth Low Junior College 
Abraham Lincoln High School 
Board of Elections 


At Brooklyn, New York 


Will establish neighborhood contact in vicinity , 
‘of 1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, home residence of subject 
and present residence of subjects wife and child. 
REFERENCE 


Report of SA SIDNEY E. HOWE, 6/2/50, New York. 


fed- [£2323 


wo 320 
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jo 


LIB 


NW 41453 Doocld: 34263484 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Mem.. aval 


Oo 
f ‘susyect: LEON NELSON, 
: SM-C 
& 


was 


UNITED S. 


Director, FBI (100-1)2323) 


SAC, New York (100-63755) 


_w» GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 


6/17/63 


/FOIA(b) (7) 


For the completion of the Bureau files, there ts 
enclosed herewith two photographs of subject HEGRE 


in the 1949 May Day Parade. 


The photograph was identified by 
jdentical with subject. 
an excellent pHoveeraRh of subject. 


fn MG: bere 
Encs. (2) 
wid 
a 
ay. 
Mo 
Vey & 
\ 
JdJK3:MMcP 


~ 
ae 


B2'IUN 99 1959 
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Ne 


si 


h 


[jew —jY2n 29.5 40 
RECORDED-92 ian =e : 
nu: UE 22 1958 


‘NDBEXED-92 


we? 


ak being 


Informant stated that it is 


om % ee. 


t 
\ 
- Enclosures to Bureau” 
: .. Bufile 100-1232 | 
Wy file “100-6375 
( 
ra 2 — . ia 
o ogy y ee ID a Eg: 


| RE 
pe 41493 pocTa: 34283488 Nie Fe v 
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ANS 


Wi 4.455 PBocid: 34203404 


“LEON NELSON 


— {OV HSYD 39 2. SO 


WY 100-6375 


bukle 10O-SYRIRI 


iN} 
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PROTA) C1), (D) 


pave or Mat, = /f - 58 x 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE 10 BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE [__] For AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT . JUNE MAIL 


never syd Y JUL 6 1993 
FILE NUMBER “J OAS YR FG AF-5/ 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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@ © hn 312 


fPOIAIBIT) = 4D) 


DATE OF MAIL, __@ - o€ ¢— 577 / 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE 10 BE KEPT PERWANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736. 


SEE FILE [ | ror AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


nmoven By © JUL 6 1993 


FILE NBER 1.0 — SYA FL FI- SSF | 
PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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/FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


DATE OF MAIL o- ol 2, es Pi 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE 10 BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE [ roe AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


removen By i) JUL S. 1Yd3 
FILE NUMBER /)— / 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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€ | 4-312 


fPOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


DATE OF 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE 10 BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE [si] For AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


reoven sr_D 9 JUL 6 1953 
FILE NUMBER_“A0~ J FZ AFIS 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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fPOTAI DP LA c= (D) 


pare or Mat, 6 - SG - FF 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE 10 BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE rus] | For AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


reoven xf O° JUL 6 1953 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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AEOTA(S) (7 ).= (D) 


DATE OF MAIL 7—- /“-. 5 > Z 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE 10 BE KEPT PERMANEILY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE[ ———__| FOR AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


removen By__§ § JUL 2.0 1953 | 


FILE NUMBER 47 — F23-2-7 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
ow 
JK 
| 


GY ax193 Dooid: 34253464 Page @5 


Panes 


SAC, New York (100-63752) 


Director, FBI (100-142323') 


O 
LEON NELSON, was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 


July 2, 


Rerep SA John J. Kearney dated May 15, 1953, 


at New York. 


It is noted that the caption of this report 
is carried as Internal Security - ¢ although the Bureau 
has not been advised that this subject is now considered 


a key figure in your office. 


The Bureau should be 


advised whether you desire to designate the sub ject a 
key figure and if you do, you should submit an amended 
form FD-122 to reflect that status. 


RSGrmac ./ 


Ww 


- RECORDED -li 


as eet 
“Ls 

fi 

rey 


baa! a 
Bi, 


‘VR TERE (bk. Fainy 
Totson ‘ 
Ladd 
Nichols 
Belmont 
Clegg 
Glavin. 
Harbo 
Rosea 
Tracy 
Gearty 
Mohr ———--- 
Vincerrowd — 
Tele. noma 


Hotloman 
Sizoo 
Miss Gandy — 


7 La * 
PGR EO Serre MAG (TA 
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_ 7 


ees 


1953 


pave oF Mat, f- Jo- 53 _ 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE 1 BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS ches 
OFFICE, ROOM. 1736 = 


SEE FILE [__] For AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT _ JUNE MAIL | 
a ee Se | 


REMOVED 59 JUL 1513 JUL 19 1993 
FILE NUMBER Jf 7 — MDB B.4 5S 
PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE 10 BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE [fe AUTHORITY. 


POIA(b) (7) 4°] 


a SUBJECT ____ JUNE MAIL 
4 REMOVED ee 5 5 JUL 20 
FILE NUMBER_20— /7Y 2 BR2F-S 7 
ei | PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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sp 
FEDERAL . JREAU OF INVEST. aan aa 


orm saree t . 
THIS CASE ORIGINAT™ AT Titty YORK 


ac 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
4 7 . MADE 6-23 24:71 7 - it sO ray 
CLEVELAND 7-10-53 9a Ts rfy| JANOS J. Gak Fwy ivh 
wre 8 8 = 5 4 
TITLE 4 a CHARACTER OF CASE 
LEO: MeLsON, was. . 
Leon iss, Voges "ijellie" INTERNAL suCUunl TY - C 
ae SE ntntial 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject was Young Communist League orgen izer 
ms in Akron, QO. prior to his induction into the 
; wt G7 armed services in May 1942. Agency checks 
: bore in Akron, O. negative. 


wenn Investigation conducted at Akron, Ohio, by 
Ok AX G. hic DAaALTIeL. 


T BACKGROUND 
Ae Creait 


Miss NANCY w#LI, Akron Gredit Bureau, advised 
on June 23, 1953 She was unable to locate a 
record for the subject in their files. 


B. Criminal Record 


Records of the Akron Police Department and 

the Summit County Sheriff's Office failed to 

reflect any record for the subject. vi 
ye ee 


Cc. Boar of _Blections 


iiss DOROTTY WAGNER, Assistant Clerk, Summit 
County Board of Blections, Court House, Alkcron, 


PERSON yo aren es | REO 
5- pure ORCL BLE (01) "| INDEXED-2 


SeHew York (100-64755) (im) CLL: 
3. Cincinnati (Rm) 
2- Cleveland (1100-13633) 


ay + S EET 24 VAS 3 
& a, wee Si + alte 
wx: 
PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE” LORNED:: ae YOU BY THE FBI AND “ARE NO TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. a _ 


COPIES pestrovep =", 


ERNMENAPRINTING OFFICE : 1952—-O-; 210616” f 16—-59255-2 
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OV. F. O. 


y 
| 100-13633 
Ohio, advised on June 23, 1953 she was unable to locate any 
record for the subject in their Tile .. 
me SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES 


All informants mentioned herein ere of known 
reliability uniess otherwise indicated. 


On May 1, 1942, T-1l advised the Young Communist 
League organizer LEON NELSON appeared at local Communist 
Party Headquarters in Akron, Ohio that date for the last time 
prior to his induction into the armed forces. 


The Young Communist League has been designated by 
the United States Attorney General as coming within the pur- 
view of Executive Order 9835. 


member of the Young Communist League anc & youth organizer 
who had entered the armed services on May 1, 1942. x 


z On May 2, 1952, T-1 advised sub ject was an active Boe, 
2 
t 
$ 
| 
t 


On Octoberge, 194 ~2 made available records ; 
1, former Summit County, pes 


maintained by JEANNE birsoGbrson 
Ohio, Young Communist League secretary, 102 North Adams 
| Street, Akron, Ohio, Thess" records reflected LEON NELSON 
| was @ member of the Young Communist League in the armed 
TORces . 


Qn September 13, 1945, 2-3 advised that LEON NETSON 
used to be an organizer in Akron and has been in North 
| Africa with the Army for about a year; that he was training 
a with the Amphivious Corps and then when the Army invaded 
Sicily they made him a mechanic. 


Rs ?-4, of unknown reliability, who was a member 
of the State Committee of the Young Communist League in 
1943, advised JEANNE NELSON and her husband, name unknown 
+o source, were very active in the Young Communist League 
; and the American Youth for Democracy in its early Stages 
and both were also on the State Committee of the Young 

| Communist League in 1943. tie “5 


a 


| ie oo 
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eo 


Cy. Pr. O. “WAR phe, (2k 
100-13 633 


The American Youth for Democracy has been designated 
by the United States Attorney General as falling within the 
purview of Executive Order 9855. 


On July 11, 1944, T-2 advised information maintained 
by the American Youth for Democracy at 611 Finance Building, 


oto 


Cleveland, Ohio, reflected a2 LEON BLISS was "on leave". 


On November 8, 1943, T-5 advised subject's name 
appeared in a Communist Party petition circulated in po tark 
County, Ghio. 


On May 1, 1942, f-1 advised a "NELLIE NELSON", 
sister to LEON NELSON, spoke for the Young Communist League 
as secretary of Akron and Canton, Ohio, at a May Day Rally 
sponsored by the Communist Party in the Akron, Onio area. 


On July 1, 1953, 1-6, who was in a position to 
know of Young Communist League activities in Akron, Ohio 
in the early 1940's, advised he has never known or heard of 
the subject. 


a: BG: ae 
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ei ov. P.O. 
1060-13633 


ADMINISTRATIVE. B-PAGE / 
INFORMANTS 


Dete of . Date Rectd . Agent to 

activi ty waere known, who fur- 

and/or des-.-othe rwise~ nished or Pile No. 
Identity eription of date of ~ Agent direct- where 
or source informe ton report.” ing to file located 


ee 


Pro tostatic 7-10-42 ¢ JOHN uM. MAG TAR 100 eae 
t report dated . - y ea 
i 5-1-42 oi 2 te 


I 
An 
Xe) 

be 
No 

I 

(oO 
Xe) 


ae Photostatic 7-10-42" " 100-5912-93 | 
| report dated g : 


5-2-42 © 


T-2 
} Anonymous 


“9-13-43 9-13-43 (No further documentation 
: necessary ) 


FOIA(b) (7) - (C) 


| | 1943 3-5-53 ROBER 2 100-5765 | 


eel oy: | 


q5 / 
Unknown HWame on CE 11-66-43 R. Jd. CAMPBELL Destroyed 
/petition 


po Negative in- 7-1-5% WAX G. McDANIEL 100-13633-13 


formation DWIGHT B. BDLLIS 
(Oxveally) 


se Ee ee ee ge ee oS A Cel Se 


Sey Ta Te ee teen ee ee aaa : - - — _ 
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Vei Pe Oe 
100-13633 


LEADS 
CINCINNATI 
At Columbus, Ohio 


Will review records of the Selective Service Records 
Depot, 40 South High Street, Columbus, Ohio, and report all 
pertinent information on subject. 


It should be noted records of Local Board 145 

at Brooklyn, New York, reflect subject born November 5, 1915 

New York City, registered under the Selective Service 
Act of 1940 with Local Board 145. He was classified 3-aA 
on April 9, 1941, reclassified 1-A on March 3, 1942, and 
reclassified 1-C on April 30, 1942. He was inducted into 
the United States Army on April 30, 1942 and discharged on 
October 25.1945. 


By an undated letter the subject advised that since 
moving from New York City to Akron (1942) his economic status 
had changed for the better. He said that, therefoxe, he felt 
he Should be placed in the classification 1-A. 


On Pe brva ry 25, 1942, Mrs. JEANNE NELSON advised 
the Local Board that she grants her husband permission to 
join the Air Corps or any other branch of the military service. 
She said she was aple to support herself. 


red rae) ios , 1 
subject advised his residence was 196 test Suite ures t., 
Akron, Ohio, in care of SIGMUND AGNEW. 


Mrs. RUTH RAYBURN advised that on ox about November 
15, 1941 subject and his wife came to reside at &6 West 
Crosiesr Avenue, Ons Ohio. 


™ 


Miss MARGARET F, BAHEL, Assistant Clerk, Local 
Board 113, Selective Service System, Akron, Ohio, advised 
on June 24, 1953 that any selective service records with 
birth prior to August 30, 1922 would be kept on file at 
the Selective Service Records Depot, 40 South High Street, 
Columbus, Ghio. 


RGEFERBNCH: Summary report of SA JOH 
New York. 


NJ, KEARNEY, 5-15-53, 
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FEDERAL puxtEAU OF INVESTiwaAltUN 


Form No.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK 


om 9 


PER{OD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


REPORT MADE AT Ae 
ST, LOUIS, MO. 7-6-53 |5-lhs 7-1-53 SE THOMAS A. KEANE nin 
‘| TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 
tL @ *, 
| ‘HON NELSON INTERNAL SECURITY - C ae 


3 "Pas 
a 
vv 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


The records of AGO, MPRC, Dept. of the Army, St. Louis, Mo., indi 
cate LEON NELSON, ASN.35378771, in U.S. Army )-30-l2 to 10~12-)5. 
Honorably discharged as T/5 by reason of ey Background and descrip 


tive data set oute . f 3 
-nc- “R -], DSL” 
: i 


DETAILS : AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURL 


A review of the Army service record on file at al Adjutant General]s 
Office, Military Personnel Records Center, World War II Unit, Department of the 
Army, for LEON NELSON, Army Serial Number 35378771, indicates that he was induc-~ 
ted into the U.S. Amy on April 30, 192 and entered on active duty on the same 
date at Fort Hayes, Ohio. He was honorably discharged on October 12, 19h5 as a 
Technician Fifth Class from the 1257th SCU, Tilton General Hospital, Fort Dix, 
New Jersey by reason of demobilization. He served five months and twelve days 
in foreign service in the European Theater. He was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal and the European African Middle Eastern Theater Medal. His character and 
efficiency ratings ranged from unknown to excellent. There is no record of 
courts-martial orabsences without leave. The following background and descriptive 
information is contained in the record: 


Date & Place of Birth: November 5, 1915 at New York City. 
Height: 6 1" 
Weight: 126 lbs. 
Race: White 
Hair: Black 
Eyes: Brown : 
Education s: Brooklyn College; Columbia University. 
Civilian Occupation: Mechanical Dentist 
Military Occupation: Truck Driver 
AEFROVED AND (7-7 SEEclAL AOR | a WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
TF et ¢ j , 
Ao74 [Ad : 
-{ GOR TH OR: 
s-aheors IN Ftd. 
3 ~ NEW YORK (100-63755) eyes eet 
2 -ST. LOUIS (100~12968) _vuL 13| 1953 
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"gL 100-12968 ae 
Description of Subject (Cont.) . f 
Addresses: 86 West Crosier St., Akron, Ohio, a 
(192). 
; 1996 East 16th St., Brooklyn, New 
| 3 . _ York, (195). 
Relatives: Wife-Mrs. JEANNEWWELSON , 1802 Ocean : 
Parkway, Brooklyn, J Bees. - 
Parents-YETTA, and, HARR ELSON, 


3076 Coney Island jAve., “Brooklyn, 
New York. Aho+Als: 


ge LDB #: 7 at Summit, New York. 
Order #: V-1251 
SS #: 130-07-1339 | 
Vet. Adm. Claim #: 6195692, New York, New York. 
[ 
; : 
7 
~ RUC - 
¢ 
Ld 
ane 
295 
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SL. 100-12968 


- ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - 


REFERENCE: New York letter to St. Louis dated 5-6-53. 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


fe Men + YW «+ UNITEDS . 3 \IVERNMENT 


pare: JUL 44 1953 
/ 
aX 


Wr 
1 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (1060-12323) 
SAC, NY (100-63755) 


LEON NELSON 
IS-C 


Remylet, 6/1/53. 
In an effort to locate subject the following investigation 


has been conducted: 


Spot surveillances have beenconducted atthe residence 


of RUGENE.LERES TRIN: a probable contact of subject, with negative 


results, 


NA: 


A mail cover on subject's wife and probable CP contacts 


has been maintained, However, from a review of these results, it 
appears that subject is not in contact by mail with these people. 


Inquiry in the neighborhood of known and possible contacts 


of the subject is being conducted to determine the location and 
contacts of subject, 


JdK: BLB 


OU UL 23 88S 277 


fe 63 


CORDED-35 yz 
ANDEXET ae 
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FD-122 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


(t-2-51) 


Office Memorandum - UNITED $...- OVERNMENT 


~yZ te 


TO ; Director, FBI (100-1)2323) DATE: July 22, 1953 


igsTon : SAC, New York (100-63755) Pa UTD, / fa ‘ 


SUBJECT: LEON NELSON, wa. 


IS-C yor 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 


COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) KEY FIGURE 
TAB FOR DETCOM xX TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 
DATE OF BIRTH y PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


4 
é 


4 pearipereen anny epee pee 
NOT RECORDED 
| JJK:mat “ & AUG ? {05% 25 JUL 23 1953 


— Fes 
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STANDARD FORL .u. 64 


Office Mez 


TO i — DIRECTOR, FBI (100~11,2323 
FROM AC, NY (100-63755 
v7 
SUBJECT: LEON NELSON, was 
Is-G 


Rebulet, 1/2/53 


Subject ‘4s being placed on the key figure list of 


(eee al identified as Bronx County Organizer, CP, by 


lw + UNITED § 


14 
~ FOIA (b) (7) 


( 


“OVERNMENT - 
D) 


JUL 24 1953 


& photograph of subject has been gles to the Bureau and 


handwriting specimens will be obtained as sad 


1 + NY (100~96900) 


EL1Z6 
7 par) - 8 
J JK:BLB Mee REGORDE! 

oy é . ‘ 

a Ms, . Y 

he mf or L a 
J/ fy 

we 4 Op 
oa . “ We, H 7 
Poe PUG A. 193: Hm 
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.28 possible. 
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~ STANDARD FORM. NO. 64 


Office Men... tit « UNITED S1.. GOVERNMENT 


TO Director, FBI (100+1)2323) DATE: 8/12/53 
Wb HE RSBRS 
SUBJECT: rac Sc, was ne ‘ we ' pools 
Ae Wa 
ws = 


Remylet 7/2/53. 


Inasmuch as subject has been placed on the Key Figure List of the 
NYO, there is enclosed for the completion of the Bureau files, Photostatic 
copies of subject's handwriting, obtained from Selective Service files, 
Local Board No. 145, Brooklyn, NY- 
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: ATTENTION: FBI TABORATORY™ 
: Bufile # 100-11;2323- 
NY File ° 10063755 
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oe SELECTIVE “SERVICE SYSTEM 


COCAL BOARD No. 145 | 
Public School No. 253 
Ocean View Ave. & B. 6th St 
BROOKLYN, N. Y, 


| (STAMP OF LOCAL BOARD) . | 


"order Now  /&S/ 


TESSE TUNSTIONS FORM A PART OF YOUR QUESTIONNAIRE AiliD MUST BE 
ANSWERED - 


Have you any brothers and sisters? State below their names, 


ages, addresses, and whether mayried or single. 


Ler - Jrtorned - Pe eE RA ee E Te ee EEO Ee NO cet 
~ Piarid - SHE Cede lt 


EG ON a i a A EN A eR et Oe nt eS es a ee ag eR ne 


me me te ee ee ee ee ee ees 


Do tiey live with you? 7 Do tney maintcin their own homes? 
Oo 


Woere are they emnloyed? Lode Kfiprrn _... What are 
thoir wages? tLe Ms Aad Lee ane - 


rt ee re ee wee ee ee ee 
cr ae ee ee ae 


mn ee ne re ee ee ee eee 


row mucn do they contribute tovard the home? 


Are there any other relatives or »Doards living with vou? YLO 


ee a ee ee — a 


nn ner ee ee ee 


Vow “uch do these boarders or relatives pay per weelx? 


i ee ne ee ee ee 
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- 7 * SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM 


] | 7 7 


! | (STAMP OF LOCAL. BOARD). | 


Are your dependents receiving relief, pension or compensation 
a 
7 from any source? Aa 


ee 


~ ee ee 


Do you of any other member of your family own any property? _ Z ZA) 


If so, state what kind and valve 


Do you or any other member of your family have a bank account? Ae 


State the name of the Bank and the ameunt 


‘Remarks 5 


Bee ACARD Or ADE eagypa Ne 
ees 


feted EN Kt 


BoE yt Gs 


F THE REGISTRANT 


Co oe . eee Series IL—IDENTIFICATION 
? ‘, INSTRUCTIONS. —Every registrant shall fill in all statements in this series. 


: 1, My name is (print) Le D hb Sone Ne LS Oh 


(First name) (Middle name) (Last name) 
2. In addition to the name given above, I have also been known by the name or names of 


(Town—[City, town, or village) 
4. My telephone number is 


(If you have na phone, write ‘“None.”) 


(Town) (Exchange) (Number) 
5. My Social Security number is .......---. /3O-O7 > P3729 nisetee (If none, write ‘‘None.”’) 


Series IL—PHYSICAL CONDITION (Confidential) 
INSTRUCTIONS.—Every registrant shall fill in all statements in this series. 


1. To the best of my knowledge, I _ Aart LHe. physical or mental defects or diseases. If so, they are Ane 


(Have, have no) 


(List defects or diseases here) 


2. I Bon eT an inmate of an institution. If so, its name is aon ee 


(Am,am not) IEE SESS"$gme of hospital, prison, or other institution) 


and it is located at 


Series ITI].—EDUCATION 
INSTRUCTIONS.—Eyery registrant shall fill in all air? ga this series. 


1. I have completed ...0._... years of elementary school and __2-7__._ years of high school. 
(Number) (Number) 


2. [have had the following schooling other than elementary and high school Gif none, write None”): 


Course of Study Length of Time Attended 


Series IV. OCCUPATION OR ACTIVITY 


INSTRUCTIONS.—All registrants shall fill in statement No. 1 in this series. Every registrant who is now working shall fill 
in all statements in this series except No. 9. Every registrant who is now prevented from working merely because of some 
seasonal or temporary interruption shall fill in all statements except statements numbered 2 through 8 in this series. 

As used in this series, words such as occupation, work, and job apply to services rendered in any endeavor and to training 
or preparation for any endeavor. 


Li Geers Soe A See of Le working at present. 
Am, am not) 


¢ 
2. The job I am working at now is (give full title, for example: Construction draftsman, turret-lathe operator, stationary en- 
gineer, farm laborer, prosecuting attorney, physics teacher, medical student, policeman, marriage license clerk, etc.): 


. T have done this kind of work for 


(Length of time) 
My average weekly earnings in this job are $_._.........-----------. (Confidential.) 
. In this job Tam () an employee, working for salary, wages, commission, or other compensation. 
(Put ga faone (] an independent worker, working on my own account, not hired by anyone, and not hiring any help. 
() working for my father or for the head of my family, but receiving no pay. 
(© an employer or proprietor hiring -..--.--....--.-----..-. paid workers 
. (Numben, 
CJ a student preparing for ill graduate 
NISHOMPlO VER 1S itn olay. die ot ee hl dit CE ae SORE Se Peat Nh Sg Dee erin ee a Mca EIS ues 0 it veh tient ee RTM on hs id on vantemeacivessenas 


ao 


fos) 


Date, of State examination 
for license 


“I 


(For example: Farm, airplane engine factory, retail food store, W. BP. A.) 


8. Other business or work in which I am now engaged is _..........--....... ee el een Lo egies fe ic a A at de a rena ah Ae 


Series IV.—OCCUPATION OR ACTIVITY.—Continued 


9, If you are not now working because of some seasonal or temporary. interruption, attach to this page a statement (a) explaining 
what the interruption is, when it began, and when you expect to be able to resume your works and (b) supplying substan- 
tially the same information regarding your last job as is required in the above items in this series. 


; if so, [ am licensed as --....--..-.------2-<--1-=- 
(For example: Marine pilot, phys 


at present an apprentice under a written or oral agreement with my Sa ulyne 
(Am, 8m not) 


12. Other facts which I consider necessary to present fairly the occupation which I have described, or my connection with it, as a 


INSTRUCTIONS.—You may nese to this page any statem 
consider in determining your classification. Such statement will then become a part of this Questionnaire. 


Series V.—OTHER OCCUPATIONAL EXPERIENCE 
INSTRUCTIONS.—Every registrant shall fill in this statement. Include any formal apprenticeship served. 
1. L have algo worked at the following occupations other than my ‘present job, during the last 5 years: (If none, write “None’’) 


YEARS WORKED 
OccuPATION Kinp OF WoRK DONE 
(Give full title; for example, turret-lothe operator, farmer, etc.) (Be specific—give a brief statement of your duties) 


ee i | fet 
¢ 
Series VI.AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS 


INSTRUCTIONS.—Every registrant who works on a farm shall fill in this series, in addition to filling out Series IV and V above. 


1. I work on or operate a farm as— 
sole owner of the farm. 
( joint owner with 
(Put an hired manager ; 
"xX" in cash tenant or renter.__. 
the standing share tenant... 
Bia share_cropper 
; share’ tenant. 
wage hand (hired man). 
unpaid family worker. 


2. I have farmed for : 3. Ta) [ee eee eee erence ie live on the farm with which I am connected. 
5 (Do, do not) 


actually and personally: responsible for the. operation of the farm on which I work. 
“Gm am not) : 


5. The principal crops and livestock of the farm 1 operate or work on are: 


Names of Crops Acres Devoted to Each Kinds of Livestock Bineaber of ace Now 


6. The number of hands employed on this farm iSvc cept eas cee ee 
(Number) 


7. Other facts which I consider necessary to present fairly the agricultural enterprise I have described and my connection with 


it as.a ground for classification are: (If none, write “None.”’) 


Series VIL.—DEPENDENCY (Confidential except as to names and addresses of claimed pepencen: ) 
INSTRUCTIONS.—Every registrant shall fill in the statements numbered 1 and 2 in this series. 
. (a) T am single. (b) If married { married my: present wife at ._...----. 2-5 Ly ; : pig 
d. - (City and St4te) 


Ste an Mmarrie 
a Ola -widower. 
one bor) {) divorced. 


live with. her. 


Series VI.—DEPENDENCY (Confidential except as to names and addresses of claimed dependents.)—Continued 


2. T have .__...--..-7- 7 be 7 G.._---------------------- children who are under 18 years of age or gre. physically or «mentally 
uf (Number of children; if none, write ‘'No"’) : 
handicapped. and who live with me. . 


‘SDEPENDENT,’’ AS USED IN THIS SERIES DEFINED 


The word “dependent,” as used in this series, means any person to whose support the registrant contributes more 
than merely a smal] part of such person’s support (or to whose support the registrant would contribute were he nou 
temporarily prevented from so doing by the registrant’s physical or economic situation) who is either (a) the registrant’s 
wife divorced wife parent foster parent or grandparent, or (b) the registrant’s child, unborn child brother half-brother, 
sister or half-sister who is under 18 years of age or is physically or mentally handicapped, or (ce) a person whose support 
the registrant has assumed in good faith, who is either under 18 years of age or is physically or mentally handicapped. 

Only a person who is a United States citizen or who lives in the United States or its Territories or possessions 
may be regarded as a dependent. 

Based on the information contained in this Questionnaire and on other information which the Local Board may 
receive the Local Board will determine whether the “dependent” is an individual who is dependent in fact for support 
in a reasonable manner in view of such individual’s circumstances on income earned by the registrant by his work in 
a business, occupation, or employment. 


INSTRUCTIONS.—Only those registrants who believe that one or more persons are dependent for support on the regis- 
trant’s earnings from his work are required to fill in the statements numbered 3 through 12 in this series. 


3. The following persone live with me in a home maintained by me and are entirely or partly dependent on my earnings 
from my work in my business, occupation, or employment, and have no other sources of income except as stated below: 


Dependent’s income, last 12 montbs other 
than. board and lodging provided by the 
Date registrant in his home. 
when support 7 
began Contributed. Earned Received from 


by the by the 
registrant dependent} Otber sources 


Relationship to 
registrant 


The net cost to me of maintaining my home during the last 12 months, after deducting $ contributed by 
others than myself for the support of such dependents was $.¢% 


4. The following persons do not live with me in a home maintained by me, but are entirely or partly dependent on my 
earnings from my work in my business, occupation, or employment, and have no other sources of income except as stated 
below: 


Dependent’s income, idst 12 months 


last Relationship to. ‘Date when A ; : i 7 
Name end address Sex | pirth- registrant support, began’ Contributed Earned by the; Received from 
dey ‘registrant ‘dependent | other sources 


Age at 


ee 


5. The cause of the dependency of any persons over 18 years of age (excluding my wife) listed above is as follows: (Give the 


name and a full statement of cause for dependency in each case.) 


6. Of my dependents, only the following are receiving a part than myself. _(Give name 
of dependent, name and address of other person or agency t.86 contributed in cash 


or other things of value by such other person or agency during the last 12: months:). .-.,-~--0-1.--+------ s+ see erento 


NW 41493 DoclId:3 


Series VII.—DEPENDENCY (Confidential except as to names and addresses of claimed dependeénts.)—Continued 


7. Of the amounts contributed by me te dependents listed above only $_-..--------.-.--.-------------- Slene renee en eee eee contributed to 
(if none, write none) 
daca e eens ewe ne neces eee cere nee een ecco -eeceneeeeee---, WAS in payment for my own board and/or lodging. 
(Name of dependent) 96 o 
8. The income 1 earned from my work in my business occupation. or employment during the past 12 months was $..-£.0 =. 
9. My income from all other sources during the past 12 months was SLMS... 


10. The following is a list of all property owned by (or held in trust for) cither me or my dependents, the value of such property 
and the net income received by either me or my dependents from such property during the past 12 months: (List this infor- 
mation separately as to the registrant and each dependent. Do not include clothing personal effects or household 
furnishings; or cash less than $500. Indicate which of such property is your home.) 


Value after deducting | Net income from such 


Name of person Type of property encumbrances property 


(Do, do not) ten thrl (4 
my landlord is Pre: F. a 72 iv. [oo — : LUGE: vee e ee nee ne nee cane 


INSTRUCTIONS.—With réspect to any dependent (oth6r than the registrapft’s own wife, child, parent, or grandparent) 
whose support the-registrant has assumed, attach to this page.a statement explaining why and under what circumstances the 
registrant assumed such person's support. Such statement will then become a part of this Questionnaire. 


SUPPORTING AFFIDAVIT OF DEPENDENTS OVER 18 YEARS OF AGE 


INSTRUCTIONS.—If convenient, each-dependent over 18 years of age except the registrant's wife shall swear to (or affirm) 
the following affidavit. The registrant shallfurnish the Local Board a separate affidavit from each such dependent who does 
not sign the affidavit below. Blanks for this purpose will be supplied by the Local Board on request. 


STATE OF 200. nn ne ee ee en ee ee ae ee ene , CouNTY OF 


We the undersigned do solemnly swear (or affirm) each for himself and herself individually, that we have read or had read to us the foregoing slalemeonts under 
the heading “DEPENDENCY”; that we understand the same; that we are named as dependonts: that the statements contained therein us to the name, age, 
residence, relationship, and dependency of each of us toward said registrant, and the statements of his contributions and the contributions by other persons to the sup- 
port of each of us and the staternents of the financial and material condition of cach of us, and of the facome of each of us from ali sources, are true. 


Wighature of dependent). = eee Gignature ol dependent) 

ener (Binnsture of dependent) wrome ran cnmcncccscresssc es ssc egnaiursol dependent) 

So eee" [Ginaature of dependent) aaa (Qignature ol depended) SSS 
Bubseribed and sworn to before me this ._._....._---_.. day of ..2--- ee eee ene » 19.22. 

veteran eden ewan ee gatane a sages” pee ee ee ee en ite ee ee ie ne een ne deme nme me mene 


. (Dentgnation of officer} 
Series VII.— MINISTER, OR STUDENT PREPARING FOR THE MINISTRY 


_ INSTRUCTIONS.—Every registrant who is a minister or a student preparing for the ministry shall fill in the statements in 
this series that apply to him. 


L. (a). I oon n---------ne eee peneeee a minister of religion. (¢;) ae Se customarily serve as a minister. ’ 
(Am, 8m not) . (Do, do not} 
(c) I have been a.minister of the ..2.. 0.2.0 .n ne enn een cee eee eee eee SIMCOE 2222 Ba eee eee ee ene een nee eens 
(Name of sect or denomination) (Month, day, year) 
(d) I ._.,.----2.2------ .-- been formally ordained. If so, my ordination was performed on -..-.___....---.-----2-+-+------------—-- 


(Have, have not, 


(Gity and State) 
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Series VIII. MINISTER, OR STUDENT PREPARING FOR THE MINISTRY.—Continued 


Be) Ore ie Sne ee a student preparing for the ministry in a theological or divinity school. 
. (Am, am not) 
4. I am attending the ._.....-.--....----------. BS chase Dh irbeil AN Peel te , which was established __......-.------<------1-------eee-e-eos 
- (Name of theological or divinity schoo!) (Before, after) 


September 16, 1939, and is located at .. 0... 0.222 22-2o-- een eee ee eee 
(Place) 


Series [IX.— CITIZENSHIP 
INSTRUCTIONS.—Every registrant shall fill in the statements numbered 1, 2, 3, and 4 in this series. 


4 (Month) (Day) (Year) 
3. My race is: White; © Negro; Oriental; [ Indian; (J Filipino; Other (specify) ........-..---------------------—----. 


; 4, | bare past tats a citizen of the United States. 
(Am, am not) 


{ P i ecmesamaran ss registrant who is not a citizen of the United States shall fill in the statements numbered 5, 6, 7, 
, and 9. 
| By. sk ee date tee le, a citizen or subject,sf ade DUANE SS pes Se oS NN SS a Set AO ol SS 
! (Am, was last) 2 (Name of country) 
6. My permanent residence has been in the United States since ...-.--22...22222-----2----- ne see nnn ee nee ncn ene cee enn epee 
sc (Month) (Day) (Year) 
Wig Nine Ae ea cect  ieie Baht | filed a declaration of intention to become a citizen of the United States (first papers). Declaration 
(Have, have not) 
filed ate. -2e.5 oS ce ee a os OW 22 oe ree es Je ee under NO. cee eee eet 
(Place) (Month) (Day) (Year) 
| Boot cee eh Ite filed a petition for naturalization (second papers). Petition filed at .._..........-.-....---_------------------ 
(Have, have not) (Place) 
| Olt. 228sce50 5 ase te thee oe es ot as aes an er ba oe 
q (Month) (Day) (Year) 
|| 


(Have, have not) 
k Alien Registration Act of 1940. Registration receipt card. number, if received -.__...-...---.--.------------------- 
| 


Series X.—CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION TO WAR 


INSTRUCTIONS.—Only registrants who are conscientiously opposed to combatant or noncombatant military service by reason 
of their religious training and belief shall fill in this series, and shall obtain from the Local Board a special form on which to give 
substantiating evidence of conscientious objection. The Local Board will determine whether the registrant shall be classed as 
a conscientious objector on the basis of the claim. made and the information contained in the special form. 

1. By reason. of religious training and belief, I am conscientiously opposed to participation in war in any form and 

therefore claim exemption from combatant training and service __...-..-..-------.-------------+------2-2-- semen nner O 
| 2. I am also, by reason of religious training and belief, conscientiously opposed to participation in noncombatant service 
and request, in the event [ am found to be conscientiously opposed thereto by my Local Board, that, in licu of my induction 
| into the land or naval forces of the United States, I be assigned to work of national importance under civilian direction, 
|; and I agree to perform such work and conform to all rules and directions made and given with reference thereto by the 
i President of the United States or by such person. as he may designate or appoint for such purpose pursuant to such rules 
| and regulations as he may prescribe_.._._.-..-.-...---------------------------------- FheclF5, onea Rta nek tt iota en cE eS GORE fe Sine ea 


Series XI—COURT RECORD (Confidential) 
INSTRUCTIONS.—Every registrant shall fill in statement Number 1. 


1, 1 font awt been convicted of treason or a felony. 
(Have, have not) 
INSTRUCTIONS.—Every registrant who has ever been convicted of such an offense shall fill in the statements numbered 
2, 3, and 4. 
9 Wheoflense Wade ste bi 8 ee een ES ES aes ea See case nl Aes SBS Ue tee ON hE Sechrest eso r aa 


3. The approximate date of conviction was ___....------.---------22---- 2-2 -ne ee eee ene ee renee ern ence a cence ce new anne ceeee ena 


: 4. The name and location of the court WAS ....--.------2-- een nee ee ee ee en ee eee ne ee ene ene een eens 


: (Address) 


| 
t 
| 
Series X0.— MILITARY SERVICE (Confidential) 
INSTRUCTIONS.—Every registrant who now is or has been a member of the armed forces of the United States shall fill 
| 
| 


in the statements in this series. (Use a separate line for each term of service.) 
My military service has been. as follows: 


. a TYPE OF DIscHaRGE 
ARM OF SERVICE DatTE oes Isto hea Darts oF DISCHARGE (Honorable, Dishouorabie, Bad 
(Army Navy, National Guard, etc.) (Month, Day, Year) (Yes, No) (Month, Day, Year) conduct, ore eee peer esirable, 


Series XIII.—STUDENTS, PRESENT MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES, CERTAIN OFFICIALS, ETC. 


f INSTRUCTIONS,—Every, registrant who is a member of one or more of the groups named in this series shall check the 
appropriate item or items, and shall supply any further information called for under the item or items checked. 


’ T dm at present: 
OA college or university student, having entered upon attendance for the academic year 1940-1941 at _..............--.---.--..----- 


(Name of college 
win ghee. Ae ee ee OD ance ee nee ee ee ee eee nee nee eeceecereeeeeeeee-y 1940, This college or university is located at 
or university) (Month) (Day) 
bebe aad eer sea Ae ee ee at I am pursuing a course of study involving --....-.---...---. hours attendance 
(Place) (Number) 
per week leading to the -_.____.-...------------ 22-22-22 22-2 eee eee eee greeters tan ener ote request that if Iam selected for 
(Name of degree or certificate) (Do, do not) : 
training and service, my induction be postponed until the end of the present academic year, which ends on ___..__---.-.-.---------- 
(Month) 


(Day) § 

C) A commissioned officer, warrant officer, pay clerk, or enlisted man of the Regular Army, the Navy, the Marine Corps, the 
Coast Guard, the Coast and Geodetic Survey, the Public Health Service, the federally recognized active National Guard, 

the Officers’ Reserve Corps, the Regular Army Reserve, the Enlisted Reserve Corps, the Naval Reserve. or the Marine 


Corps Reserve; my rank or commission is -__-..-.---------------------------- in Che wie a Se ee cee ay 
(Name of service) 

O A cadet, United States Military Academy; midshipman, United States Naval Academy; cadet, United States Coast Guard 
Academy; man who has been accepted for admittance (commencing with the academic year next succeeding such acceptance) 
to the United States Military Academy as cadet, to the United Giates Naval Academy as midshipman, or to the United 
States Coast Guard Academy as cadet, and whose acceptance is still in effect; cadet. of the advanced course, senior 


division, Reserve Officers’ Training Corps or Naval Reserve Officers’ Training Corps; I am ---...-..--.---.----------------------+ 
(A cadet, midshipman, 


or accepted for admittance) (Name of corps, academy, etc.) 


0) The Governor of a State or Femitery, a member of a legislative body of the United States or of a State or Territory, a judge 
of a court of record of the United States or of a State or Territory or the District of Columbia; my office is 


REGISTRANT'S STATEMENT REGARDING CLASSIFICATION 


INSTRUCTIONS.—It is optional with registrant whether or not he fills in this statement, and failure to answer shall not con- 
stitute a waiver of claim to deferred or other status. The local board is charged by law to determine the classification of the 
registrant on the basis of the facts before it, which should be taken fully into consideration regardless of whether or not this 
statement is filled in. ‘ 

— 

In view of the facts set forth in this Questionnaire it is my opinion that my classification should be Class Lhe... 

(See Instructions, page 1) 


The registrant may write in the space below or attach to this page any statement which he believes should be brought to the 
attention of the Local Board in determining his classification. 


REGISTRANT'S AFFIDAVIT 


INSTRUCTIONS.—1. Every registrant shall] make the registrant's affidavit. 2. If the registrant cannot read, the questions 
and his answers thereto shall be read to him by the officer who administers the oath. 


the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 


Registrant sign here (a 


the following statement: 
I have assisted the registrant herein named in the preparation of this Questionnaire. 


If the registrant has received assistance from an advisor, the latter will si 
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DATE OF MAIL ¥-H2- SF 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE TO BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE [ror AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


rmoven sy_fy 9 AUG 21 1953 


PERMANENT SERLAL CHARGEOUT 
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DATE OF MAIL__ ¥— 2 — 5% / 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE TO BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE | rer AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


moon 59 AUG ZT TS 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Mem, unttuyy + UNITED Stares GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-1)2323) (RM) DATE: 8/18/53 : 


FROM ¢ Fn S80, CINCINNATI (100-10807) 


ae H ra O 

/| SUBJECT: TON NELSON, Was. Leon Bliss, 
/ "Toe", "Nellie". ; 
fi- ! Is-c 


Lene heicnnammar 


ENTER Comte oy 
™~ a aa 


e NEW YORK origin. = 


Rerep of SA JAMES J. GAFFNEY at Cleveland dated 7/10/53. 
WILLIAM S, CLARKE, Chief. Clerk, Ohio Selective Service 
Headquarters, 10 South Third Street, Columbus, Ohio, 
advised that he could locate no record of a 191.0 Selective 
Service file on the subject. 

RUC, 

CC: NEW YORK (100-6755) (RM) 


AGT :BLC 


[3 ee eae ae 
«cCORDED - 6) ihe (they 


i : 
| eae ar ee eee 
win ae feet hay CP Oe 
we we 


a 
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HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE 10 BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN RIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


; «ES 
SEE FILE [ror AUTHORITY. Lo. 


: SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 
| 

| 

4 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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2 -POP-SEEREE-- Security Ine a uf 
File No.: 1)6-1-5. , Name: LO) 
100=142+__ aw 

Office of Origin: New York Address: (|--.uown @ a 
Born (Country & Date): US, 11/5/15 c 
If Naturalized Occupation: CP Organizer 

(a) Year | : 

(b) Prior Nationality: Employer: Communist Party, USA. 
If Alien, Nationality: 
Last Report Reviewed:5-15-53 (S) Last Activity: 


Organizations: 


Activities: 


BUREAU ADDENDUM: 

Encigsyre to memcrandum dated 
wWo57  ,from AAG 'n Tharge 
the Crimir _ivision =p ving the 

name of caption... indiviuua! 10F -nclusion 

in the Security Incex. Approvai appears In 

100-398030- “Ff . 


Ww 7b | | : a = 


Ae q 
4 OS ftt-fsas £7 


re 


Remarks: 


Standards Applicable (Circle): IA, IBa, IBb, IBc, IBd, IBe, II, III. 


Processed by: Date: Positive // Negative // 
Reviewed by : . Date: Positive {7 Negative f/ 
| \395 | 
zz uf DSER Grice: (pate) ‘ang euavss ad 
|W 41493 Docld:34283484 Page 117 fall 


—wZiO7>. See, lame bar Ta Pormat’ 3 an 


° : . Se o a : 4- 312 


pare or Mar, =F - 2/- $3 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE 10 BE KEPT PERMANENTLY TW RIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


| 
SEE FILE | ror AUTHORITY. i. 
be 
| 
SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 
5 SEP 8 1953 
BY | 
FILE NUMBER_/Z0O- /Y4X32A3 —~ 
PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
ioe 
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ee oer 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO:~~ a 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE — 


; Laboratory Work Sheet 
Recorded Se 


9-10-53 = . . 
peee No Lab File VA 
| : pie | | 100-142323 Ap 
. LEON NELSON, was. ; Re lena dir << 
| Be: Tse nia fata D-172110 BE 


Examination requested by: SAC, , ia York 100-63755 


| 
| Date of reference communication:/ 9-.-53. Date received: 9-853 
| 


Examination requested: Doc. . os ° ‘ 
Result of Examination: Examination by: fen) bey 


Specimens submitted for examination . . 
| sheet of ~~ 
Ql Note hw in ink end pencil on a/loose-leaf ruled paper, a 


obtained from the former apartment of MORRIS PALANSKY. 


. RETURN EVIDENCE 
| : me 
| 
! 
SOMBRE aa Aras og 
a rn | Ages v7 
ies 5 pe 
R 
| ae 
2 iP 
| - 
eee} 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 a 


Office Memorandum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


AWW 41493 Doold: 24283484 


TO 1! Director, FBI (100-142323) pate: SEP 4 1953 F 
Vb, Attn: FBI Laboratory ; 

4 ie SAC, New York -(100-83755) 
ie 7 : 

SUBJECT: LEON NELSON, C53) 4 OTTO 

Ts-¢ ee 
Enclosed is a note’ written on a loose-leaf sheet °p aper, obtained 
rom the former apartment of MORRIS PALANSKY (Bufile 100-39, SGP 


i 


23 


Jenclosure be returned to the NYO. 


VINE EN) GAC 


SET = 


@me. (1) 


2, SL - NY 100-324465 (LAVIN) 
‘: Sl = NY 100-82975 (PALANSKI) 


The pencil notations may have been written by PALANSKY. 
possible that the ink notations were made by either JOHN LAVIN, was (Bufile 
loo~16660), or LEON NELSON, was (Bufile 100-142323),7 | d7~ 


It is 


3 It is requested that the handwriting on this enclosure be compared 
with the handwriting of LEON NELSON and JOHN LAVIN. 


It is requested that this 


E RACNAOMNe 
EY PEDITE-RRO CHES 
Cee kes 


- & \ 
2y 
og ( j 
Poa w) 
ew 
< 5 QC ba 
Se 


rs} 1 : aes - oe 
ef ae, 97g 
_ aN ai ee ee igs 
In Soo © gas : Oe Sige 
6 ; A) Beek: : aor coals 
7 cA ak: Ee - 
m1 REGORDED.g9. ee / /| 
ae Keg |MOrd Fa 528-7 
, eas: 2: 08 SEP 87953 
JIK: TTD ad : 


Page i120 


ECE. ‘ey 


§ 


oe t 
<a : aoe : . ‘ ° fe 
: ‘“- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIv..” ee 
: UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE on 
ae 
. Laboratory Work Sheet peer 
Recorded : : 
9-10-53 7 ie e 
ctw No Lab File ke 
Re: LEON NELSON, was. File # 100-1)2323~ a) 
IS-C | : Lab. # D-172110 BE I 
: 


Examination requested by: SAC, New York 100-63755 
Date of reference communication: 9-h-53 - Date received: 9-38-53 oe 
‘Examination requested: ‘Doc. . 
j Result of Examination: Examination by: ) e aries 
Wir ei 0 FGI Ra Wil iss Ce 19 2233-65) | 
, No Cond. anh plans. OF wd Qahn Maar Loraine nr yolon 
| Pronrn-(1 0 16660 atrwits synn7) Geer Fare bition, 
| Quant, Derg todd ress for examination x 7 


oe sheet of . | 
| Ql Note hw in ink and pencil on a/loose-leaf ruled paper, 
' aor obtained from the former apartment of MORRIS PALANSKY. 


Na bene . 7 4 VL FLaroce-he Areal fea | 


Pats 100 ~ 20 FF e 4 
: 


RETURN EVIDENCE i | 


otras ae - te ies ae : — 
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‘ f _D ' : is Poe ° ; 
Doda coos Seen Pew Sef PW AMADE ere 9 ( ro ~/8660) 


eta 
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‘7° REPORT aa TL 
: ee, “3 of the ‘ 
—— : Fos Ds LABORATORY as Be i. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION , - : 
WASHINGTON D.C. Ca 
SAC, New York September 18, 1953 
There follows the report of the FBI Laboratory on the hod 
examination of evidence received from your office on ees 
September 8, 1953.. | a 
LEON NELSON 5 Was ; : John Edgar Hoover, Director 
IS-¢ 
YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. joo stnse2s = 7] j 
Examination requested by: D-27,5-172110 BE . 
Addressee 
- Reference: 
. Letter dated Jeh-53 
Examination requested: , i 
Document 3 a 
Specimens: Q ay 
Ql Note handwritten in ink and pencil on a sheet of loose-leaf rule.” 
paper, obtained from the former apartment of MORRIS PALANSKY.« Be 
Oo~ 
Results of Examination; Oo, 
ae er he tan tare | @o 98 
It was concluded that none of the handwriting on specimen Ql eed 
was written by LEON NELSON whose known handwriting has previously OG 
been submitted in connection with this case for addition to the ee 
Communist Key Figure Handwriting File. 3 


A definite conclusion could not be reached whether the handwriting 
in ink on Ql was written by JOHN MAX LEVINE, wa JOHN LAVIN, Bureau File 
100-16660, because of variations which could not be accounted for on 
the basis of the available known writing. However, from such comparison | 
as could be made, a number of handwriting characteristics were found 


Tolson 


indd____in the eres vera ng in ink on Q1 which also occur in the available 
J 


Nichols 


Beloon__RNOWN writing Hie SJ LEVINE. In view of these characteristics, 
‘enc a 2s suggested ,. hat additional writing - ‘imiown to have been prepared by 
ee — JOHN MAX LEVINE © Lehi the. last two or three oie be subingttiod for 
Tacy Further comparison’ i Payer, emt oe 

Nebr ; ey aay es \.. 

Tele. Ra. The Bureau File for" MORRIS oatilshe, 2 ae a 100-+398399; 


Holloman. 


Ser eee not reflect that any handwriting epeoanne gf this individual y 
a i 


ra 


ENC RE «+ REGISTERED MAIL 


nes Ramm. I24Y | SEP 18 1953. | 
eye SEP 28 1547 COMM Fe | | Continued next page 
_... ALD? wwe : — - 
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IOs 


have been submitted.to the Bureau. It is therefore suggested that 
handwriting specimens of MORRIS PALANSKY be submitted for further 
comparisons, 


Qi is returned herewith. Photographs are retained. 


--, Del72110 BE 
Page 2 


i-——_ - peers : - f be bp Dare: é Se Say 25 Rages 
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barbus ey ee enane oe 
Coppel Gr Aigei ees 
10 mraiing pr oe 
¢ Pop st oa ua 
ent obon x la 

t hae : wf fy 
Pv Corr ety te 
“Tak 3 


(e 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 A 


Office Memo. eu athe 


TO : Director, FBI (100-1)2323) 


Vb yy : SAC, New York (100-63755) 


SUBJECT: LEON NELSON, was 
Ig -C 


oN 
: a 


Remylet 7/10/53. 


the activities of subject. Lo 


Oorgenizer. oe 


Confidential Informants ea rae i and etl 
no current in ormetion as to 


have advised that they have_received 


UNITED § 


DATE: 


"ERNMENT 


9/2h,/53 


thas advised’ that so far as 
he knows subject continues in his position as Bronx County CP 


‘has previously advised thet MORRIS} PALANSKY 
(Bufile 100-398399) is a Regional Orgenizer in the Bronx, W 


and is a likely contact of NELSON. 


Investigation in this con- 


nection has determined that NELSON has been observed visiting 


PALANSKY at his residence during the vast years 


During the past 


month it was determined that the PAL4NSKY family had left their 
residence, apvarently for an extended vacation, beginning in the 
middle of July, 1953. An anonymous source which hed access to” 
the PALANSKY avartment on 8/20/53 advised that most of the clothing 
and light household equipment had been moved from the apartment. 
Thts source furnished a note which indicated that PALANSKY was 
probably overating on a level higher than a Section Organizer, 


but lower than a county level. 


on 8/27/53 NELSON was observed, by the suverintendent 
of PALANSKY's apartment house, to enter PALANSKY's eanvartment. 
on 8/28/53 PALANSKY returned to his residence and moved the 
remeinder of his household goods. 


* 


ty, *Informant advised that PERLSTEIN has n 


y % location. 


i 
. 33 
ye f In connection with the HARB‘RY investigation the following, 


yy? it is noted | oe that EUGENE L«PERLSTEIN 
v .. (formerly a contact of NELSON) was no longer active in Bronx Coo 


A 
( N 
; (ocr re subject, has been determined: 


ow been assigned to another 


‘f on 1/6/53, a black two door Chevrolet sedan, bearing NY 


license XB3l6 (registered to SIDNEYASTAVITZ 


NY) arrived ate+ELLMAN's ferm, Walden, NY. This farm is used as a 
veeation svot by certain CP Underger ; AdErS.« 


eg ENS TY 
+m H eo a 


” COPIES DESTROYED...» 
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DEXED - 51. 


Occupents of . 


if 


ae 


ae ce 


» 1680 Vyse Ave., Bronx, 


4 
4 


a 


om 


Letter to Director 
NY 100-63755 


\ 


this afto have been identified as LEON NELSO wife and two chil- 
dren. Also visiting at this farm eps nornasifoss and family, 
MI AVIDOW and family and JOSEP OHNSTONE ‘and femily. ROSS 
and DAVIDOW aéCP_ leaders and JOHNSTONE is a subject of the 
HARBARY case. MY, 

The New York Office is continuing its investigation to 
locate NELSON. 


eae oa 


—BZ te 


cea en te ee te 
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HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE 10 BE KEPT PERMANENTLY TH RIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE[ _—_———_—_‘| FOR AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


REMOVED BY, 


AROTR(b) 7) = 20 


O9 OCT 1 1953 


FILE numBrR /O°- /¥23a3- 73 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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DATE OF MAIL Jl—- — Ss 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE 10 BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE| ——_—|FOR AUTHORITY. 


‘ SUBJECT ' JUNE MAIL 


99 DEC 30 1959 


REMOVED BY. 


FILE NUMBERKVS - /K-A IA 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 


—BZte 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Office Mem.....  '% + uNrrep. eats ;OVERNMENT 


TO  : Director, FBI (100-1)2323) park: 12/21/53 


at : SAC, New York (100-63755) 


SUBJECT: LEO TELSON, was 
Is -¢ 


Remylet 9/2h/53. 


Confidential os re ‘hes advised that 
pil subject continues as CP. organizer for Bronk County, NY. This 
informant does not know the’ residence of the subject. 
J 


anal __d ‘who are both familiar with CP oS 
activity in the Bronx, have failed to report any activity of the ae 


subject. > ; . 
x . og 
Relet set forth information concerning a note found 
in the apartment of MORRIS POLANSKY, a/former regional organiz 
in the Bronx. . The FBI Laboratory has reported that handwriting 
on this note-contained a number of characteristics which occur 
n the writing of JOHN MAX LEVINE. LEVINE was identified by 
lee the CP organizational secretary for the Bronx County 
andwriting on this note was also compared with the handwriting 
of subject, without any identification being effected. 


Investigation to date hgs failed to locate POLANSKY, 
since he moved from his apartment on August 28, 19536 


on 10/2/53, [J advised that ROBERT FRIED 
a Bronx County CP member, told ‘them that a person named PAROLD? Nv 


sees the subject all the time.’ Investigation has faile 
identify "HAROLD", however, on 11/23/53 informant advised that 
"HAROLD" was no longer in contact with NELSON. Informant stated 
that SARAYZENLEY, a former NYC school teacher and CP Lea 

told hi nat she is a courier for subject. Informan ur 
learned that in order to get in touch with LENLEY, HARRY cna 
EMILY SCHREIBSTEIN, Bronk County CP members, should first be 
contacted to arrange for the meeting. / 


Investigation | 6 locate sage through SARA LENLEY ve, 


and the SCHREIBSTEINS is being conducted, , \ 


Fisu to ieenee subject through EUGENE PERLSTEIN, who, 
according vof fis presently a CP regional organizer in the 
Bronx, neve Peer conducted. These fisurs have met with negative ie 


ae 


POsults.. ipso eve * Co a ee - yf 
ee" peconpen-20 AO MP A Do ONY 
Jhe cc G53 
JIK:PIM \NDEXED-30 : ay 
ere 
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HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE TO BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE [ror AUTHORITY. 


F SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


REMOVED BY. 


FILE NIMBER_ “0 O~/YVA? 2 oF 7G 


a PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 


OD ARS Poet 
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JFOIA(b) (7) = (dD) 


“7? 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE TO BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS | My 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 ; 


: i a 
| 
SEE FILE [ror AUTHORITY. | . le 
2: 
) : 
| SUBJECT JUNE MAIL . 
SO MAR 5 1954 | 
REMOVED BY 
FILE NUBERLL IO — HALF, 5etTF- J 7 
PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
a 
| 
1. 
a ele Su eth 
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Director, FRI (62-95804) 
HARPBARY ~~ 
y 
Keurlet January 28, 1954, requesting that the Sou 
fingerprints of Leon telson, David Greenberg, “orton Stavis, ae 
and Calvin Benham Baldwin be compared with the latent in- 8 
pressions developed with unsub, wa. John Hamilton "John" ey 
tt S3ud +] . by 
Fingerprints of Leon Nelson, FSI 73305268, vavid "Pee, 
Greenberg, FEI 3074849, and Morton stavis compared with . 
all latent impressions previously developed instant case, 
including those submitted by #1 Paso Division October ll, co 
1951, with negative results. No fingerprints could be located % 
in the Bureau's files for Calvin Benham Baldwin. = 
ce: li - Assistant Sirector £. J. Gonnelley at hew York 
2- ilbany 
2<- #1 Paso (100-5117) “8 
2. Houston (100-8563) é 
\ ee) tre ED 
100-3-98 ROT ET 54 
-2°% * a \ : 
1002142323 Q FES. 
100-178287 oe 
Tolson 1000-13661 eel rae 
Nietol 101-5243 
ce puenheare 
ae FEB & 1954 
aa MAILED 
ae 


Holloman —— 
SAN hyn 


Sizoo —_——_ 
Mis Gandy% 72 on 
ie al Hans é 
“) \OBE pS oe 
eh LD AS gad & 


62-95804 
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ube, Uew York (100-107132) 


" Pebruary 5, 1954 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


“FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


Office M+) dum > we ee GOVERNMENT 


Director, FBI (100-142323) coe ve 
SAC, New York (100-63755) 


S@BJECT: LEON NELSON, was er 


IS=C : 
Remylet 12/21/53. | 
advised on 11/20/53 th. ROLD", who 


he identified as a courier for the Subject, is no longer 
acting in that capacity. 


\ 


Informant related that SA LENLEY, a former NYC 
school teacher and once Bronx County CP Membershir 
Secretary, is now a courier for subject using the nane 
of e ‘ . 

Numerous fisurs of LENLEY have been conducted during 
Jane and Feb. 1954. On 1/22/5 LENLEY was observed to 
take two pieces of luggage to a garage wherein her car 
is parked. She drove out of the garage and continued for 


about a mile in distance and then returned to the garage, ee 
leaving her car. Inquiry at the garage revealed that ae i i 
LENLEY had trouble with the generator on the car. She / 
made arrangements to have it fixed, and stated she would . 


return for it. At 5:10 PM on this same date LENLEY, 
accompanied by an unidentified man, picked up the caro 
This unidentified man drove the car, however a continued 
fisur was not possible. . 


On 2/3/54 this office was notifie¢ that LENLEY had 
returned her car the evening of 2/2/. 


On 2/4/54 an anonymous source advised that there was 
nothing in LENLEY'S automobile to indicate where she had 
been since 1/22/54. It was determined that during the 
two weeks LENLEY had been away her speedometer had 
registered only 333 miles. 


_INDEXFR 7 : 
POSRDED ag 42 FEB: 1954 


' JIK:EIM 


\ 
a 


2 FEB 19 195A: 
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| FD-122 Gare 
+ =STANDARD FORM NO. 64 e 7 Ne (5-11-53) aan 


Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI (100-142323) DATE: " 2/12/54 ¢ 
(\} “*FROM + sac, New York (100-63755) 
AL 2 4 2S Cc 
¥ 
_7 SUBJECT: = LEON NELSON, wa ae 2 s~ eZ 
xf 1s-c | 
It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 
a The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
—— changed as follows: (Specify change only) ~ 
NAME __ 
ALIASES | . S 
! a 
NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED__— ss ALLEN . 
- COMMUNIST_ SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE eS 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) Veteran World War Il 
TAB FOR DETCOM_. TAB FOR COMSAB__*__—swRACE SEX 
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH | 
BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 
: 
t 
KEY FACILITY DATA: 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY 
INTERESTED AGENCIES | 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS 1460 — s/h PIAS - 
NOT RECORDED. - 
ie 17 454 1254 _ 
EM 431% bee = 7 
~ JIKEMKW om sara oes mec [\ gg ada ‘aie 
j PLS oJ awe” bob’ 
oo 
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Best possible image. 


S 
EP ET 


FEDERAL 3UREAU OF INVESTIGATION 7 


Form No. 1 BIM 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK 


— Rt. 


~ 


REPORT MADE AT 


ATE WHEN 
MA! 


NEW YORK ‘(3/8 Sh, 


™me CHANGED: | ae 
LEON-NELSON, was Leonard Niles 


RIOD FOR wHic?" ">> 


saeye3 = 
ita | 


JOHN J. KHARNEY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 


Lt 


a SY NOPSIS OF FACTS: 
Subject identified as Bronx County CP Organizer operating in the 
CP underground. 


- P = 


DETAILS: The title of this report is being marked changed to 

a reflect the additional alias of LEONARD NILES, 

which is reflected by the Federal Bureau of Investigation Identifica- 
tion Record and the records of the New York City Police Department. 


IDENTIFICATION RECORD AND ARREST RECORD 


The following is the idéntification record on the 
subject under FBI number 330 526 Bs 


CONTRIBUTOR OF NAME AND ARRESTED OR 
FINGERPRINTS NUMBER RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION 
7 | 

City Mag crt Leonard Niles. 8-21-35 D.C. Annoy ss 
NY NY #24.9971 
Army Leon Nelson y=-30-42 

#35 378 771 | Akron 

2? Ohio 

AGENCY _- al——; | 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


oo Bureau 2323) (RM) 
| DBMS + SAP HILE 


| _h ao 


: ss Ct Sees ele = 
PROPERTY OF ‘FBI—-THIS CONFIDENT we ness CONTENTS ail LoAne TO_YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED, 


U. G. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-—59255-2 
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NY 100-63755 


The records of the New York City Police Department 
reflect that LEONARD NILES, number 24.9971, was arrested on 
August 21, 1935, for disorderly conduct (causing a crowd to 
collect at 66th Street between Bay 19 and 20 Street, Brooklyn). 
On August 21, 1935, he was given a suspended sentence, Adolescent 
Court, Brooklyn, New York. The complainant was Patrolman A. SMITH, 
Shield 4902, 62nd Precinct. The address of NILES was listed as 
23 Terrace Place, 


FORMER COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITY 


soMWATAUTNER, former Chairman of Review Commission, 
Communist Party, New York, who was expelled from the Communist 
Party in January 1950, advised that MA¥XMILLER, a New York 
State Communist Party functionary in 1919 gave him a list 
consisting of names and telephone numbers of the staff of the 
New York State office of the Communist Party for the years 
1948 and 1949. On this list, under Kings County functionaries, 
appeared the name of LEON NELSON, telephone NI 5-1682. 


CURRENT COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITY 


T=1, of known reliability, advised from May 1953 
to February 1954 that subject continues as Bronx County Communist 
Party Organizer operating in the Communist Party underground. 


CONTACTS 


MORREGY PA LANSKY 


T-1 has identified PALANSKY as a Foreign Section 
Organizer in the Bronx and a qualified Communist Party member 
who could assume a position of leadership in the Communist Party. 
f 


On July 10,1953, JULIO GONZALES, Superintendent at 
70 Cauldwell Avenue, Bronx, New York, the residence of 
PALANSKY, observed a photograph of NELSON. He advised that he 
had seen NELSON visit 740 Cauldwell Avenue on several occasions. 
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INFORMANTS | 


DATE OF 
/ ACTIVITY 
AND/OR 
IDENTITY OF DESCRIPTION DATE AGENT TO WHOM 
INFORMANT ‘OF _INFORMATION RECEIVED FURNISHED 
ei 8/5/53 5/5/53 
ee 22 27/3 
MISCELLANEOUS 


NY 10063755 | 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


— Bote 


FILE NO. 
WHERE 
INFORMATION 


LOCATED 


The following is set forth on the administrative page 
inasmuch as subject has not been positively identified as the 
unknown subject in the following surveillance: 


In the course of investigation to locate and determine 
the activities of certain members of the Communist Party 
J underground, a fisur was conducted in the vicinity of MARTIN, 


‘April 12, 19536 
with regard to a car bear 


At h:15 pm, SAS THOMAS J. WALS 


April 6, 1953» 


Walden, New York between April 4, 1953, and 
The following are the results of that fisur 
ing New York license XB3l6: 


H and WILLIAM F, HARTMAN 


observed a 1951 Black two door Chevrolet Sedan bearing New York 


1953 license XB36 drive up to ELLMAN'S fgrm. This car was 
driven by an unidentified man. 


two children. 
farm at that time. 


The agents noted MICHAEDR 
At 6:15 PM the ab 


The pas 


proceeding in the direction of New York on Route 208. 


. 


‘April 9, 1953 


car was friendly with JOSEPH 


Sertver of this 
AROSS, MICHAEL DAVIDOW and m 


ea ‘at the farm. 
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aN 


ngers were a woman and 
OAVIDOW at ELLMAN'S |... 
ove car left the farm My. 


SAS THOMAS J. WALSH and WILLIAM F. HARTMAN noted the 
game car at ELIMAN'S farm at 4:50 PM. The agents noted the 


HNSTONE, .NORMAN 


embers of their respective families © 


—Bte 


NY 100-63755 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONT'D 


MISCELLANEOUS CONT'D ee 


April 11, 1953+? 


The above car arrived at ELLMAN'S Farm at 4:52 pm 
and left at 6:05 pm. SAS JOHN D. GALLAGHER and RICHARD H. 
ASH followed this car to the liquor store in Washingtonville 
New York. The occupants were the driver, a woman,and two 
children. After leaving the liquor store this car then doubled 
back and went North on Route 208. The fisur was taken up by 
SAS DONALD M. CHAPIN and EZUGENE A. FENELON. The car turned 
off Route 208 and made a left turn at Blooming Road. It then 
proceeded a quarter of a mile on this road and made another 
left turn and proceeded to a cabin owned by Pavingayocs who 
has been identified by CIA as a Communist Party membePe yO bt© 


rie, ee 


oe 


April 1, 1953 


SAS EUGENE A. FENELON, DONALD M. CHAPIN, JOHN J. DOERMER 
and FRANK W. MORRIS noted a 1949 Black Pontiac bearing NY 1953 
license plates 5K9152. The occupants of this car were JOSEPH 
JOHNSTONE and the members of his family. It left from ELLMAN'S 
farm at 3:45 pm. At 4:20 pm it arrived at the cabin of DAVID 
BLOCH. It remained for approximately 15 minutes, at which time 
it left the cabin followed by the 1951 Chevrolet bearing 
NY license XB346. Inasmuch as the fisur was on JOHNSTONE, the 
Chevrolet was not followed. 


A photograph of NELSON has been eeorenuce to all agents on 
the fisur, described aboves 


SA GALLAGHER has stated that the unidentified driver of 
XB 346, in all likelyhood, is identical with LEON NELSON. 


SA GALLAGHER, who best saw the driver of car bearing 
_ license XB 346, gave the following identification of him: 


| MW 41493 Decld:34283484 Page 139 


—BZte 


NY 100-63755 | | ie 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONT'D ‘ 


Sex Male : 
Race White : a 
Height 51g" / oe 
Weight -170-180 / . oe 
Age 35-0 
Complexion Dark 
Hair Receding hairline, black kinky hair 
Peculiarities Hooked nose, eyes appeared Slanted and 

narrow. Wore no hat or glasses. 
press Wore light blue slacks, bright red and 

black wool Seana pEocominat cay, red in 
color. 


SA GALLAGHER identified vue woman occupant of the car 
as follows: 


Sex Female 
Race White 
Height Sy 

Age 35 

Weight 110 pounds 


Also noted as other occupants of this automobile were 
‘a girl and a boy. The girl was described as age seven to 
nine, end the boy as age three to five. . 


It is to be noted that the ahove description fits the 
last known description of LEON NELSON, and further that 
NELSON has a wife and two children, a:'girl and a boy of 
approximately the same ages as described by SA GALLAGHER. 
Therefore, in all likelyhood, the unknown subject who was 
associating with DAVIDOW, JOHNSTONE and ROSS is identical with 
subject of this cases : 


The owner of car bearing NY ete XB346 is SIDNEYXSIAVITZ, 

who has been identified pa ge & Communist Party * ™ 
ember o A check of the driver's nceses for New York ee 
failed to disclose any license issued to STAVITZ. This car 

has been used by other members of the Communist Party under- 
ground, 
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NY 100-63755 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONT'D 


In connection with investigation of the unidentified man, 
it is to be noted that an anonymous source advised that 
there was no important information concerning the unidentified 


man was occupying this cabin. 


GEORGE WOLFE, 27 Delmar Avenue, Creskill, New Jersey, has 
advised that he was the owner of a cabin near that of DAVID 
BLOCH in the vicinity of Washingtonville, New York. WOLFE 
advised that he had never observed the car bearing license 
plates XB 346 at BLOCH'S cabin, and was unable to furnish any 
information concerning the unidentified man. 


EFFORTS TO LOCATE 
The Bureau has been advised of the efforts to locate 


subject by letters dated July 4, 1953, September 2, 1953, 
December 21, 1953, and February 11, 195). 


LEADS 
NEW YORK 

At New York, New York 

Will continue to follow the activities of SARA LENLEY, 


who has been identified as a courier for LEON NELSON,in an 
attempt to locate the subject and other contacts of the subject. 


REFERENCE: Report of SA JOHN J. KEARNEY dated 5/15/53, at 
New York. 
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man in the cabin of DAVID BLOCH at the time that the unidentified 


—~B te 


» fPOTA (DP (7) =D} 


DATE OF ma, 3 -/6-S~¥ 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE TO BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE] ———__—|FOR AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


pe 


aes 


REMOVED BY EOppR 9 1954 
PILE NUMBER (OO -/ 2.7 23 -£O 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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FD-122 


yee ror wo. 04 (5-11-53) 


TO :Director, FBI (100-142323) DATE: 3/30/5i 
zs (Geen ?SAC, New York (100-63755) Card U.1.0. 
SP Y-1a5d 
“7 SSP rae ‘ : 
~/, SUBJECT: 1rON NELSON, was / # iid 
| IS-C 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME DOW 
ALIASES Add; Leonard {Niles 


NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


. KEY FACILITY DATA: 
acare GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 
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PEOIA(b) (7) = (D) 


DATE OF MAIL, 22 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE,’ 70 BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE [ror AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


REMOVED BY < - 


FILE NUMBER / bo - (¢2 ILS SJ. 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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4-312 


/FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE 70 BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE [rer AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


om BLM YT 15 


REMOVED BY. 


FILE NUMBER Lox -— f/#Z 223-$2 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 


Ce 
“4 Sit ¥ 
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—~—|Z te 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE TO BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE a: AUTHORITY. 


' SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


REMOVED BY, 


FILE NUMBER__/A2 — ee 93 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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DATE OF MAIL, Lhd, 
a , 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE TO BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE FOR AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


REMOVED BY. 


FILE NUMBER_/O@ — /4Z923-$4 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 


apo 
a 
eu 
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HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LANPHERE TO BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE [_____ ]For AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


REMOVED BY. 


FILE NUMBER fat-L¢2 F23-45 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 


— 
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Anril 27, 195k . ° 


PRRSOAAL AND 
JUNE 


po Mr, den da HELLY 
Snecial Agent in Charge 
Pederal Bureeu of Investiration 
290 Broadway . 
New York 7, New York 


Dear Mr. Kelly: 


In accordance with sur agreement with the Mew York Yelanione 

I ar atteching a letter to Mr. w, G, hamnton, onereting Vice 

Lomneny, requesting Leased. dine 
should arranre for 


. "Cornany, 
President of the new tork Telenhone 
fecilities fer @ surveillance on Leon “Nelson. You 


& renresentative of your office to nresént my letter to Mr. tamnton, in nN 
accordance with the procedure outlined in SAC Letter iio. 115. deted a 
Noverber 6, 19h4, may) 
If for any reeson you do not utilize this surveillance, the * 

Bureat should be notified in order thet its records may be meintatned | 
in a current status. KR 
SS 

. | Very truly yours, ly 

: “— 

} : ke) 

; aN John tdeer Hoover ' 
Director oy 
a 
JOD: nee y, 

aoa q 

“nelosure ot = 

Auth: l-23-5h (JEH & AG) mw 

PO Notified: l-26-5h (Airtel) Fe 

Comment: UP Punetionary = 

9 


i 


; : {zo0- os 4,323 ee 8 
NOT rcctinr ed ~ 8 
i 176 APR 80 1954 


mrt | aera 


Sleek we —— 
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April 28, 195) 


yt 


PERSONAL aw 


baa ‘hammton, Onerating Vice President 

. dew Tork lelenhone VComnany — 
Lhd West St-eet : 
New York, 7, lew York 


Derr “ir, demnton: 


| In connectien with investigétions hein conducted] by tne tederal 
wurean of Investigation, under its lawful ana establishéa jurisdiction, it 
i= requested that you furnish to the ederal ques of investigation at 

the used comrercial rates, le:sed line fecilities betwean the Wodnts set 
out nereinefter, This rite st is beinr ass vron the snecific eutrorization 
of tie Attopney General of the United Staes f6r the nurnoee of obteining 
information in + case involving the neti a security or the jeons srdy of 
human life and conforming to the condttions of emererency inwhich snecial 


technicel facilities are reguired, Your coon ration in this matter will ‘ON 
be greatly anrreciated, | 


ct, 
It is requested thet leesed line fecili be fnrni ; 
: § requeste Daa’ ees ine Pécilites be fnrnisi & ; 
eae ae nished «es 7 
"ram: €31 Gerard Avenue, Bornx, wew York S 
7 . AY f ee 
To: h?L Fourth Avenue, New Yor Lity ly 
~ 
«Ty 
Very truly vours, 
4 
“8 
Jdonn Bdgdr Hoover = 
Boe ie Director iy 
J iDinee a 
Auth: N-23-5h (J87. 8 AG) 2 
PO Motif ied: 4-26") (Airtel) 5 
Comm ont: CP Hunctionary E 
we (GF 
a 1 
a 


[b0- (FAB AF RT 
i (geo 3. ENCLOSURE, es 


NOT RECORDED 


——— 
——— 
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; . RD FOL. NO ee me . an 
Office Mem. wndum + owrrep suru GOVERNMENT |. 
TO ‘Director, FBI (100-142323) DATE: 4/29/54 ae 
viisieg * SAC, New York. (100-63755) yg FOIA(b) (7) - (D) r 
JECT: ron tetsow, was 
~ITS-C : 
Hy as S'796'7 2 
} Rerep SA JOHN J, KEARNY, 3/8/54; Ny. ; 
It is noted [ ___]has identified the subject as = 
Bronx CP. Organizer, opera ng in the Underground, and SARA LENLEY as , 
courier for the subject. eS E 
Informants —__-Jand NY-694-S were contacted on 4/19/54 pats 
by SA ALEXANDER C, BURLINSON with negative results as to the be 
sub ject's whereabouts and activities, ‘ ; . : \ 
eee} nas contacted on 4/16/54 by S8 RICHARD H. BLASSER ee 
with negative results. . he 
[  Pavise iy March, 1954 that no pertinent toll 
calls were listed for SAR NLEY, phone number ME 5-9684, during 
the period 7/1/53 to 3/1/55. AAf ; i 
i . < * : a ¢ “s 
Mail covers placed on SARA LENLEY at 831 Gerard Avenue, 
Bronx, NY, have been unproductive to date. n. 
| . « 
Physical surveillances of SARA LENLEY on 4/21, 22,23,25/54 ake 
have been unproductive in locating the subject or other contacts of 
LENLEY. 


Efforts are being made to establish a confidential source 
who will be in a position to identify some of LENLEY's contacts. 


oo 


RM 
Se. i 
af a Mes ae ke : 
RECORDED -# (oo iY 323_ $b | 
ADEXDEM ASP ES 
ST:DWR m7 | 


APR 30 1952 


4 GBs a Lad 


&, ate 
& - 107 — e 
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4-312 


_{FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


DATE OF MAILS - /O- .S7/ é 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE ‘TO BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE [ror AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


ies 


BO JUN3 19547" 


REMOVED BY. 


FILE NUMBER fg O-LY 3-33.3-%7 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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~—y te 


Mr. : J 


Mr, Foc 

Myr. 0¥ sen 
Mr. Tamm 
Mr. S259 
Mr. Winterrowd. 
Tele. Room 
Mr. Holloman. 


Transmit the follo ATRaBe t BUREAU 
wing 6 message to: S796R | Mig Canty 
er was, 8 -c. | ___—_—_—japvisem 5/29/54 [——-—> 


a "TEON AND JEAN", BELIEVED BY INFORMANT TO BE LEON AND 7 
JEAN NELSON, CONTSOEE "MARTHA AND, NOE TE" , BELIEVED BY 


INFORMANT TO BE ND XQ} ig a5 SUBJECT AND 


JUNE h, 1954 ‘NEW YORK, 


ae: 


Adige 
NORMAN ROSS BOTH MISSING CP DISTRICT TWO FUNCTIONARIES, fh. 
SOURCE, LILLIAN RODRIQUES, AT NELSON'S RESIDENCE, VERIFIED 
ON 6/3/54 SUBJECT'S PRESENCE AT RESIDENCE PAST TWO WEEKS AND 
ADVISED "SHE HEARD SUBJECT'S HOME TO STAY." 


KELLY 


G- BUREAU (100+142323)AMSD oo: o 
WY 100-96985 (CPUSA) guy Ns 


- 9 
=e aan 


TDS:EJR (#7) 
100=63755 et 


4 
C | oad pueny® re tk 2 


St ff po . ; 
UN 22 84 


. Approved: — / < Sent__ 
ae in Charge 
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DATE OF MAIL, S-/0o-5°9 


HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR MR. LAMPHERE TO BE KEPT PERMANENTLY IN HIS 
OFFICE, ROOM 1736 


SEE FILE[ __|FOR AUTHORITY. 


SUBJECT JUNE MAIL 


5 9 JUN 2471954 


REMOVED BY. 


FILE NUMBER f00-/Y¥ 2-323 3-SF 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGEOUT 
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* STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Office XV: 


x The Security Index Card on the captioned individual 
~~ ghould be changed as follows: (Specify change only) 
NAME 
SLI'SES 
NATIVE BORN ss NATURALIZED ALIEN 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY == INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST 


MISCELLANEOUS eee on 


TAB FOR DETCOM 


p £ DATE OF BIRTH 
BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


Director, FBI (100-1)2323) 
SAC, New York (100-63755) 


LEON NELSON, was 
TS-C 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared 


on the above-captioned individual. 


FD-122 
(5-11-53) 


"BS GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 6/15/5l, 


Gad UTD. 


6-23-5¢ Geex~ 


LEAGUE 


emove from "Unavailable Section" 


PLACE OF BIRTH _ 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 


GEOGRAPHIC REFERENCE NUMBER 


INTERESTED pies 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS 1985 East 15th Street 


ia 


JDS :EMM 


Brooklyn, New York 


EO Sg 
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TAB FOR COMSAB RACE 


SEX 


RESPONSIBILITY 


—~—*yZ te 


Mr. Tolson.___ 
Mr. Boardman 
Mr. Nichols 


t 
STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Office Mem. andum e UNITED $1..TES GOVE 


ir. iD br. 
Pa Ses fa 
TO + Director, FBI (100-3-99) ” DATE: . 7/th/oh lo Poa 
b err ae (Att: Assistant Director A. H. sax) Crt aaa 
: * SAC, New York (100-63755) PERSONAL AND Yincexrowd_ 
| Tels. Roura 
SUBJECT: CP-USA, TOPLEV eS ee Eollomean.__. 
is-C re eae Gandy 
j a Spank Sete ees 
LEON NELSON, was q - : 
Is-C “8 32966 


Re NY letter, 12/30/52 setting forth summary of the background 
on LEON NELSON, This letter requested Bureau permission to interview 
NELSON under the Toplev prograie 


Rebulet dated 1/27/53 advising this office that since LEON 
NELSON'S whereabouts were unknown at the time, he should not be considered 
for interview under the Toplev program, The Bureau requested that this 
office request authority to interview NELSON when his whereabouts are 
ascertained, : 


LEON NELSON has been missing for almost a year and a half and 
during his absence NELSON no doubt was connected with the CP Underground. 
Information was furnished by informants of this office who identified 
IRON NELSON as the CP leader in the Bronx County CP in 1953. During 
this time NELSON was using am assumed name and was living in an Underground 


C 


At the present time investigation has determined that LEON 
'| NEESON is reported to be residin s residenga, 1985 Bast 15th 
Street, apt. £5, Brooklyn, NY, with his wife and family, . Apparently 
NELSON has returned to a vpen-position in the CP Movement. However, 
his exact _e Toyment is not known at this tims = 


Bureau authority is requested to authorize this office to make 
a direct approach to LEON NELSON on the street a secure distance away 
from his residence under the Toplev phogrdm, Every effort will be made 


to develop NELSON as an informant if at all”possible. 
= “EOLA (by CT) = (D) 
: f 
tf 
Rete 7” oe 
07 eS ES 
-1 SR eo ae AM 
Noe tX. 9-28 \ 
doialrt eS eras ae oa \ 
s I : y 
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mie 2 ae = ae me 
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~—Zte 


ro FOIA(b) (7) ~ (D) wy 
SAC, New Yor] —-K100=63755) Tuy 22, 199% i 


necnonen . js Director, FBI (100-3+99 )(100-142323) 


JO0~ ) (2.329 — 10 S7965 8 
COMMUNIST PARTY, USA a 
gy - 107 TOPLEV “ee 
ri INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
Hy : é 
LY - LEON NELSON, was. | 
INTERNAL SECURITY = C 
gs 
{ge 
A afr” Reurlet July 1+, 1954. a 
ee Authority is granted to contact Nelson 


whenever feasible away from residence and any 
place of employment. 3 


In conducting this interview you should 
had berpe by existing Bureau instructions relating 
to interviews with Toplev subjects. i 


Advise Bureau results of contact and if \ 
4t 1s not possible to approach the subject within 60 
days, the Bureau should be furnished the reason why 
the contact has not been made and when you anticipate 
conducting the interview. 


za 
aA Cc 


| tee .— Be 
BFR;:DE NOTE ON YELLOW: The New York Office by tet 12/30/52 
requested Bureau permission to interview Nelsonunnder the 
Toplev Program. Bulet 1/27/53, advised the: Néw York Office 
that inasmuch as his. whereabouts was! not’ known at.that time, 
he should not be considered for interview under the Toplev 
Program. The Bureau requested that the New York Office 
request additional authority for such interview when his 
whereabouts was determined. Inasmuch;as his whereabouts is ey 
presently known to the New York Office, it is recommended that . 
\ authority be given for this interview. 


4 é Be tay : : 
iid poten TS ot A ‘ 
: set = iv / KY 

i : 


Trotter eo J / iv BY ff * 
Keto nly 406 ab.22 1968 640, , 
von BS AUGIS THOR] waned 2. , | 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Office M 


TO  : Director, FBI (100-3-99) pate: 10/28/5 


, Att: Asst. Dir. A. H. Bao ie 
\ ; 
idk FROM : SAC, New York (100-63755) F 


SUBJECT: CP, USA - TOPLEV 
IS-C 


LEON NELSON, was. 
SM-C 


This is to advise that numer ous efforts have been 
made to place LEON NELSON at his residence, 1985 East 15 St., 
Brooklyn, NY, with negative results. 


Mr. JOHN RODRIGUEZ, superintendent of the above 
premises and who has cooperated with this office in the past, [Tj 
has advised that NELSON is not regularly residing at his residence i 
with his wife and two children. RODRIGUEZ further stated that e 


at times a period of two weeks’ or more may go by without him ee 
observing NELSON visiting his,’ family. Spot check surveillances \ i 
have failed to observe NELSON in or about his residence. It is bg 
believed that NELSON may be residing at various places and not 


regularly staying at his residence. 


NELSON is reported to be an instructor at the qertereca 
School of Social Science’ on Tuesday evening but again spot check 
surveillances have failed in that NELSON was not observed entering 
or departing from the Jefferson School of Social Science. 


In the event NELSON is not placed and his habits .} | 
observed within the’ next 30 days in order for a Toplev contact id 
to be had with him, the Bureau will be advised that NELSON will 
not receive further consideration at this time for a Toplev. 
contact because of his unavailability. 


RM 


| RECBRAER . : ae eas . 
1-Bufile 100-142323 a v=’. J 7 

; EX.- 107. 8 OCT-291954 
EWB:LS | = 


~ 
RAT ee 
me kee 


UNTO 
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FD-122 
(5-11-53) 


. STANDARD FORM NO. #4 


Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI (100-142323) — DATE: 1 2-6-5l, 
fpAon SAC, New York (100-63855) 
Z Card .T.0. 
SUBJECT: LON “ELSON, was )p.t7: Wee 
My. é 
It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 
x The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
——— changed as follows: (Specify change only) 
NAME 
ALI ASES 
NATIVE BORN N ATURALIZED ALIEN 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY. INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) Verificati 
ny 
AL TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 


wy DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


_ KEY FACILITY DATA: 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESTDENCE ADDRESS 


NY 


REGISTERED MAIL gS 
| EHEC OQ TORN !% 
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o Fs . Se as Mansfield 


| © FOIA(b) (7) - (D) ; 2 
SAC, New York (2100-63755) £ January 13,1955; 
: ° 
Director, FBI (100-142323) ~ es 
RECORDED-52 57963 
- LEQN NELSON — 


INTERNAL SECURITY - c a 


Rerep SA Edward Je Flanagan, Jr., dated December 21, 
1954, at New York. 


ye, ‘reflects that this subject has been Assevined 

by as the Organizational Secretary of the Bronx 
County CP, Bureau files reflect that this same informant 
has also identified John Max Levine, New-York file 100«=34465, 
as holding thissame post, and that he has given recent 
information that the position is held by a person referred 
to as Morris whom he believes to be identical with Levine. 
Bureau records reflect that Morrie Palansky, New York file 
100-82975, has befn a Communist Party organizer in the 
Bronx and may be confused with these other subjects. You 

- ghould recontact this informant to clarify subject's position 
in the Bronx County Communist Party structure, 


Bureau records reflect you do not have information 
as to subject's present residence and employment. The ns 
"Daily Worker,” an Gast Goast Communist newspaper, in its oe as 
issue of January 5, 1955, contains an article on page 
three reflecting that subject will be teaching a ten-day 
evening course on Mondays at the Jefferson School of 
Social Science commencing January 17, 1955. The subject 
will be, "Wage Structures and the ‘Runaway Shop’ Movement." 


Advise when you establish subject's residence and 
employment. 


onteara JO” 
(4) 


Tolson 
Boardman 


—_ 


Nichols 
Belmont 
Harbo 
Mohr 
Parsons 
Rosen foe see os SEED ns 
Tamm : ; takers rete Sth ARM RL lp Shia 
Sizoo 4 
Winterrowd ___ 
: Tele. Room __ | ( 
ai Holloman —___ { ) 

g g AN 17 19% 
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b oe GIA = : oe 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .- 57964 = 


THe ease OHISINAVES at NEW YORK = 3/7362 < i 


REPORT MADE AT z DATE WHEN : aa FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
NEW YORK. : 21 1954 | 6/32858/16-28s) apwarD J. FLANAGAN, Rate 
p+. eS a a 
TITLE y; 19 3 11/22-2h, 29 CHARACTER OF CASE 
0;12/1-3, 6-8 


INTERNAL SECURITY = ¢ 


‘ zB a 7 - a , i) j 

Mion received in June, 195h, that do f 
ce, apartment E-5, 1985 

from approximately 5/16/54. to 

eceived in October, 195), and 


LEON NELSON, was’! 


frye on 
Pal 


| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
an subject was present at his res 
if Bast 15th Stréet, Brooklyn, NY, 
\ 5/29/54, but information later 
y November, 1954, that subject was not regularly staying in his 
e home and was visiting his family ‘infrequently. Reliable 
Va informant advised on 7/1/5h, that he believed sub ject.was 
Bronx County Organizational Secretary of the CP. Subject 
/ reliably reported to have been present at CP Headquarters, 
268 Seventh Avenue, NYC, on at least nine occasions during 
the period from June, 1954, through August, 1954, and to have 
heen in contact with several officiis of the. CP during that 
period. Subject reliably reported to have attended State 
Leadership School of the CP in 1935 of 1936, and to have been 
; an instructor at the JSSS during the ‘Fall of 195) term. . 
Certain reliable NY informants were contacted during the 
so\| period from August, 1954, to December, 1954, and they-were 
' ““\ unable to furnish any information pertaining to the subject's 
|< present position in the CP or pertaining to any recent 
' Communist activities on the part of the subject. 


\ 
\ 
\ en G 
\ DETAILS: All informants mentioned in this report 
: are of known reliability, uniéss 
otherwise specified. , 


AGENCY a =, 4 yN y, ee 


phe, 
REQ. REC'D 9 ge a 
PATE FORW. JS — BB yh pk KK & 8 es 
HOW FOR fs | al Dae 
BY. 7 27) © “Ze a eek itt 
Z a : i Bepaces te, 7 A 
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use ¢ Ese. war ayieren Me =F N 
COPIES OF THIS REPORT ff i pF iia emcees emma wat “Ug CEINED  ECORDED-44 


(> Bureau (100142323). (FIO 


3 - New York (100-63755) INDEXED-27? 


t Lcopy_IN-FILE 150 


| ? my | 
PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS REPORT IS Loaneg 10 ona THE FBI, AND NEITHER !T NOR ITS CONTENTS ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE AGENCY 
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10 WHICH LOANED. 1,4 yun Fra 
COPIES DESTROYED barra parist 


a F 
RINTING OFFICE 16—59255- 8 
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IT. BACKGROUND 
Residence roe 


T-1, of unknown reliability, but an individual ees 
who has personal knowledge of the subject, advised on 
June 3, 1954, that the subject had been present at his. 
residence, apartment B-5, 1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, 
New York, for the previous twoiweeks; and T-1 had heard 
that the subject was home to staye 


T+-2 advised on June &, 195h, that the subject rm 
was at his home, apartment E-5, 1985 East 15th Street, 
Brooklyn, New York, from approximately May 16, 1954, to 
May 29, 1954, but T-1 had not seen the subject since 
that time. _—- oo 


T-2, of unknowm reliability, but an individual 
who has personal knowledge of tne subject, advised on ; po 
October 19, 1954,. that the subject was not regularly staying 
at his residence, apartment E-5, 1985-East 15th Street, % 
Brooklyn, New York. .T-2 added that at times a period of | a 
two weeks or more will go by without. the subject being — ~ 
observed visiting. his fanily. 3 


T-2 advised on November 29,::1954, .that the subject 
had been observed by T-2 on two occasions visiting his 
family at his residence, apartment E-5,:,1985 East 15th 
Street, Brooklyn, New York, once in October, 1954, and 
again in November, 1954. T-2 reiterated that the sub ject | 
was not regularly staying in his home and was visiting his 
family infrequently. — 


II. CONNECTIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) 


T-3 advised on July 1, 195h,-that he believed 
the subject was Bronx County Organizational Secretary of 
the CP. 


T-l, advised that the subject was present at CP 
Headguarters, 268 Seventh Avenue, New York City on at 
least nine occasions during the period from June, 195, through 
August, 1954, T- was unable to state the exact position 
that the subject héld in the CP, but T-4 advised that it 

My = ¥ ~“\ ~ Pe 


“ 


| | oo \OD ease ty 


1 
Po 
t) 
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appeared the subject was. beginning to frequent cP Headquarters 


on a fairly regular basis. 


T-5 advised in May, 1954, that the subject, LEON 
NELSON, had attended a State Leadership School of the CP 
in 1935 or 1936. T=-5 stated that the subject was known: 
by the nickname "NELLIE", and T-5 believed the subject to 
have been employed full. time with the CP and to have been: 
previously active in the Youg Communist League (YCL )s 


r 


The YCL has been designated by the Attorney General 


of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


T-5 related that the aforementioned school was 
held at Camp Beacon, New York, and lasted .for‘ three months 
With respect to the over-all purpose of the--school, Tad 
stated that all instructors projected the idea that the 
students were being trained as leaders of the working class 
for the purpose of bringines about the eventual overthrow of 
é@apitalism, T-5 stated that it was made clear that the CP 
felt that if the.overthrow of capitalism ,could not be 
accomplished by peaceful’. means, there might come a time 
when the working class would have to use force and violence. 
T-5 emphasized that the impression was/#i¥en that the CP 
would initiate the use of force and. violence, but that it 
might become necessary’ lin resisting the capitalists who would 
attempt: to hold power by force. — 


ITI. CONTACTS OF THE SUBJECT 
Tm6 pay teed in May, a that the subject had 


contacted NORMAN. ROSS, 

T-3 advised on July 7>- 1953,’ that NORMA \68 OSS 3 had 
been head of the tndustrial Séctidn -~ of the New YO k 
County CP, and a iuember of the New York State Committee of 
the CP. T-3 stated that ROSS was then undoubtedly working 
in the CP Underground. 


T-6 advised on May 29, 1954, that NORMAN ROSS had 
returned home because of illness, 
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; Ti has advised that information has come to his 
attention. intoh indicated that the subject was in contact with 
the following individuals during the period from June, ow 
through August, 195: 


SAM BARON 
ISIDORE. BEGUM, , 
JOSEPH: : BUCHOLT 
GEORGE BLAKE’ CHARNEY 
SIMON W. GERSON 
BERTHA STACHEL . 
FAY VEDRO 

- WILLIAM W. WEINSTONE 
SELMA WEISS , 


{ ne - 
Tu? advised on May 28, 195), that say fearon was 
Acting National Administrative Secretery, of the Civil Rights aad 

Congréss (CRC). Baa maa * Meee 


The CRC has been designated by the Attorney Goren 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 1050. 


s T8 advised on October 21, 1953, that ISIDORE HY, 
AEGUN was Industrial (Organizer of the Bronx County PS 

_T+9 advised on November 5, 1953, that JOSEPH 
Lstiaron.t was the New York State Chairman of the Labor ae 
eNYoutt League (LYL). ime 2. ae 

The LYL has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


GEORGE BLAKE ‘CHARNEY is one of the CP leaders who 
was convicted in the United States District Court, Southern 
District of New York, on January el, 1953, for violation 
of the Smith Acte 


The "Daily Worker", an East Coast Communist 


~ newspaper, issue of Septenber 27, 1954, page H, colum lh, ,»-/ 
So identified S{MON Wt MeRRSON as Legislative Chairman of. the _—— 
& New York State, CP¢*\ Pe geo 
rad i MBS: 
fe BERTHASTACHEL is the wife-©o: of SACO A\STACHEL, one 
ee of the CP leader's\ who was convicted in Ane-United States 
SS DistrictCourt, Southern District of New York on October 1h, 
, 1949, for violation of the Smith Acts ~~~ 
ee 
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Tae the ii fe- ot} catiGro) ana 7-10 Tak 
advised on Adkust,.7,.1953, that CARL VEDRO, former Executive : 
igl. of the) Kings: County CP, went underground in 
19 1. Keene on ST Net ; : 


oa 


WILLIAM w. \WEINSTONE is one of the CP leaders who 
was convicted in:‘the' United States District Court, Southern 
District of New York, on January 21, 1953, for violation of 
the Smith Act. 


: T-7 advised on May 28, 195, that smunbfentss ves ae 
the New York State Executive Secretary.of the_CRC. AY. 


fF-11 advised in July, 1954, that the,subject was E 
known to, and had been in contact with, DAVE ROSENBERG, | 
who is presently engaged in a leadership capacity in the 
CP Underground in the New York area. 


Tv. CONNECTIONS WITH CP FRONT ORGANIZATIONS . 


The Jefferson School of Social Science (JSSS) 
has been seghapes by the Attorney General..of the United i . 
States/te ge tive Order 1050. : (ee 


T-12 advised in September, 195), that information 
had come to his attention which indicated that the subject was 
an instructor for the Fall term at the.JSSS in a course 
entitled "Coalition, Poli tics..andJElect#rak.. Problems." 2 
According to T-12, the subject was scheduled .to. be an-._.. 
instructor in the course on Tuesday evenings from.6:30.-pem. 
to 8:15 pom © ia a i cea 


T-13 furnished on September 3, 195), a throwaway 
of the JSSS, which reflected that a special course was to be. 
held this Fall at the JSSS on "Coalition, Politics, and 
Electoral Problems."' The subject was listed as one of the 
instructors for this course, go ae 


The Fall, 1954, catalog of the JSSS listed on 
pages ll, 12, and 17, that the sub ject, LEON NELSON, Was an 
instructor in the course "Coalition, Politics, and Electoral 
Problems" on Tuesday @venings from 6:30 poem. to 8:15 peme 
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VY. MISCELLANEOUS 


T=3, T-7, T-8, T-10, T-1h, T-15, T-16, and T-17, 
who are familiar with certain phases of Communist activity 
in the New York City area, were all contacted during the 
period from August, 1954, to December, 1954, and they were 
unable to furnish any information pertaining to the subjectts 
present position in the CP or pertaining to any recent 
Communist activities'on the part of the subject. 


Sop. 


~yee 


: os 
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INFORMANTS 


DATE OF ACTIVITY GE, 
OF SOURCE AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECHIVED INFORMATION 
OF INFORMATION 7 
Residence of 


RODRIGUEZ, 


15th Street, 


Residence of - 


Superintendent, 


15th Street, 


Documentation of NORMAN x0SS. 


Doold: 34283464 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


DATE 


- 6/8/5i 


 10A9/5k 


11/29/5) 


7/1/54 


9/9/54, 
6/8/54, 


6/17/54, 
6/21/5h, 
6/28/5h, 
7/2/54, 


“FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


__ FURNISHED 
6/3/34 f 


SA EDWARD W. 


SA EDWARD W. 


AGENT TO WHOM FILE NUMBER 


WHERE ORIGINAL 


INFORMATION LOCATED 


100-63755-2h5 


SA CHARLES W. 100-63755-247 
PENDERGAST 


Instant Report 


Instant Report 


BZ te 
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INFORMANTS (CONTtD) 


IDENTITY DATE OF 


ACTIVITY DATE | 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 


-AGENT T0 WHOM FILE NUMBER 


OF SOURCE AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED INFORMATION WHERE ORIGINAL 


OF INFORMATION oe 


T= (cont'd 7/12/54 


7/2/5h 


Rie 


FURNISHED. INFORMATION. LOCATED 


7/13/54 7/13/54 
7/16/54 JAfL6/ She 7 : 
8/30/54 8/30/54 = 
Te Sub ject attended 5/12/54 SAS JOSEPH A. | 
a State Leadership e CULLEN and 
School of the CP HERBERT P. 
An ee or. 1936 LARSON 
' (orally) 
es 2 
pak 5/09/54, Sh 5/ 29/5, 
ft ‘Documentation, ‘of SAM BARON and SELMA WEISS 
Negative é 9/9/54, SA ARTHUR P. Instant Report 
é HEALY -. 
(orally) 
T=8 Negative: - 8/2/54 SA ALEXANDER Instant Report 
KY 694-S A C. BURLINSON 
. (orally) 
Negative 12/3/54 SA ALEXANDER Instant Report 


Documentation 


of ISIDORE BEGUN 


C. BURLINSON 
(orally) 


cai / Documentation of JOSEPH BUCHOLT 


1 MW 41493 Doold: 34203484 


Page i68 


NY 100-63755 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT!D) 


INFORMANTS (CONT'D) | He FS 
IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE © AGENT TO WHOM 


OF SOURCE AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED . “INFORMATION 


OF_INFORMATION ——___ FURNISHED _ 


= Documentation of CARL. ‘VEDRO 


Negative oe aes SA RICHARD H.~ 
a ee fa fa BLASSER 
. oh pst eee , mS (orally) 
Negative ©. 12/23/54 $A RICHARD H. 
sgh 6 tw £+.*  BEASSER 
: a 3 (orally) 
eld 7/02, 23/s4 7/22,23/54 
maa of DAVID ROSENBERG « 
T-)2 Sab jeat? was an é 9/1/54 SA WILLIAM P. 
instructor for the FRIDAY? 
Fall term at. the (orally) 


JSSS An. @-.course 
entitled. "Coalition, 
Politics,.:and, 
Electoral Problems" 


Tal Jeeonvaned! a 9/3/54 SA RICHARD H. 
| throwaway, of the BLASSER 
JSSS which reflected Re Bes 
that a’special course 
was to be held this 
Fall ‘on "Coalition, 
Politics, and 
Electoral Problems" 
with the subject as 
one of the instructors i 


Tl “Negative 8/18/5h SA RICHARD H. 
en BLASSER 
(oraltly) 
orGr te 
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FILE NUMBER 
WHERE ORIGINAL 
INFORMATION LOCATED | 


Instant Report 
Instant Report . 


100-63755=26} » 


100-51820=1a1043 


Instant Report 


¢ Ow A 
NY 100-63755 Me 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
INFORMANTS (CONT'D) Pare a c 4 me 
IDENTITY DATE OF ACTIVITY. DATE AGENT TO WHOM FILE NUMBER-  [-: 
OF SOURCE AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED INFORMATION | WHERE ORIGINAL ie 
OF INFORMATION FURNISHED INFORMATION LOCATED. 
T. Negative |. 8/24/54. +s SA ALEXANDER Instant Report 
- “ # GC. BURLINSON ary 
a r (orally) . 
= Negative 9/9/54 SA ARTHUR P. Instant Report 
KS = HEALY oe 
ae (orally) . : 
“Tel? ss Negative 9/9/Sk SA ARTHUR P. Instant Report 
ie HEALY : 
(orally) 
Negative 11/22/54 SA MAURICE F, Instant Report 
_ DANIELS ; 
(orally) 
MISCELLANEOUS 


The subject's wife, JHANNE, is a Segui*i ty Jfidex 
subject of the NYO in a case entitled "JEANNB“BLISS/WELSON, 


reflecting that his residence is unknown, 


The Bureau was advised by NY letter dated 4/29/5h, 
of the efforts to locate the subject and by NY Airtel dated 
6/u/54, that the subject had been present at his residence 
for the previous two weeks and reportedly was home to stay. 


; Prior $o the subject's having retypned home, the HY 
WYO conducted fisurs and spot checks on SARA ENLEY, who vs ows 
' Th'es 


fisurs 
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. ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
MISCELLANEOUS (CONT'D) 


Bureau dithority was requested to interview the subject | 
under the Toplev Program by NY letter dated 7/il/54, and said 
interview was approved by the Bureau in Bulet dated 7/21/5h. 


NY letter to Bureau, 10/28/54, advised that .-, 
numerous efforts had been made to contact the subject « 5 
under the Toplev Program with negative results. 


In connection with efforts to locate the subject oe 
for interview under the Toplev Program, spot check . 'surveillances_} 
were instituted in the vicinity of the following places and 

on the following dates byttthe subject was not observed: 


1985 East 15th Street 
Brooklyn, New York 

July 15,22,23,263 August 25,31; September 7,203 
October,1,l4,7,13219; November 4,15,29, 195). 


CP Headquarters 
268 ‘Seventh Avenue 


New York City : ; 
September 27-293 October 8,22,27, 1954. 


Afststs) Pat 
S75 Sixth Avenue 


New York City Se. 
September 23; October 15,22, 1954. 


At_New York, New York 


will maintain contact with confidential informants 
of the NYO in an effort to ascertain the subject's present 
CP position. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT!D 
LEADS (CONT!D) | | 
NEW YORK (GONT!D) 


At New York, New York 


Will conduct appropriate investigation to. determine 


the subject's current residence. 


Will report the resultsof contact with Baltimore 
Source le 


Will cheek the récords of the State of NY Bureau 
of Motor Vehicles, NYC, in order to determine if the 
subject currently has an automobile registered in his name, 


Will continue to follow and report Communist: 
activities of the subject. 


REFERENCE. 


Report of SA JOHN J, KEARNEY, oh al New York. 
New York letter to Bureau, 4/29/5h. 

New York Airtel to Bureau, 6/l/5 

New York letters to Bureau, 7 Ape, and 10/28/5h. 
New York letter to Baltimore, 11/22/5\. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


fFOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


— Memorandum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO .: ' DArector, FBI. (100-3-99) DATE! = 1/21/55 


). 
mm Att. Assistant Director A. H. Belmont © cyQee 
JIC Rom: SAC, New York (100-63755) : _S?962 ‘ 
i KO sunjecr: CP, USA - TOPLEV G. \. Rt 


Is - ¢ 


| 
LEON NELSON, was 
Is -c¢ 


Re New York letter dated 10/28/54, captioned as above, 
' ‘advising the Bureau that LEON NELSON would be interviewed under 
_ the Toplev, program when his whereabouts was determined, 
Reference is made to the report ‘of SA Edward J. : 
Flanagan dated December 21, 1954, at New York, in which report 
reference is made to the fact that the subject, namely LEON NELSON, 
has not been ,regularly staying at his residence, 1985 East 15th 
at Street, Brooklyn New York, but has peen reported to visit cP- 
Headquarters, 268 Seventh Avenue, New ‘York city, infrequently. 


| Efforts were made to locate NELSON ‘both at his residence 

| as well as at the CP Headquarters ‘in an attempt to interview LEON 
{ NELSON. However, to date physical surveillances conducted at both 
) 


places have failed to establish.the routine of LEON NELSON, and conse? 
quently no inteBview with him has been conducted under the Toplev 
program to date. Since LEON NELSON is presently the subject of a 
pending investigation in this. office, efforts will be made to 
establish his location and routine. 


| ; Please be advised. hyp ~6fforts to intepyiew LEON NELSON 


under the Toplev program are vein discontinued at this time until 

information is developed esta lishing he" Jocatlon and rou 
LEON NELSON. f a OL ey 
a 
= = Q 
1 = NY 100-35203 (MRS, LEON NELSON) J00 ~ ie AD z 
i os - 
RECORDED-S a 
= arn . 
Fry a 
EWB:RAA mit ( F pee A 
a : { ‘ Bot A 2250 : Fi 
3) Oh ee a ee fs 
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‘CARBON COPY. * Tolsom 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION “rv, Boardmas_, 
) (Nichola, 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE er eead | 
oases ae ne ees ‘ : : ; 
Lf Tegen____ 
ih. Tamm 
. es , PR flags 
AIRTETARPPAt athe hpdteriPARTeES Ag REPP Sage to: . f° SUnterrowd. 
; mae “00m i 


FBI ALBANY 1-31-55 . bea 
DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC'S BUFFALO AND NEW YORK eee 


COMMUNIST PARTY UNDERGROUND, IS-C, RE BUFFALO AIRTEL TO THE DA pep 


F7 


BUREAU AND SAC'S ALBANY AND NEW YORK DATED JANUARY 26, 1955, 
CAPTIONED IRVING GOFF, WAS,, IS-C; CP UNDERGROUND, IS-C, INSTANT 
AIRTEL REFLECTED THAT GOFF WAS IN NEW YORK CITY FROM MONDAY, 
JANUARY 17 THROUGH FRIDAY, JANUARY 21, 1955. GOFF ATTENDED 
STATE BOARD MEETING ON WEDNESDAY AND GAVE A REPORT ON STEEL 

ON TUESDAY AND THURSDAY GOFF WAS IN CONTACT WITH "NELLIE," 

GOFF DISCUSSED ORGANIZATIONAL PROBLEMS WITH NELLIE AND ALSO 

THE INDUSTRIAL CONCENTRATION PROGRAM, GOFF SAID THAT NELLIE 

IS ARRANGING FOR FIVE OR SIX NEW PEOPLE FOR ROCHESTER AND 
APPARENTLY INTRODUCED GOFF TO A MALE INDIVIDUAL WHO WILL ARRIVE 


HCJ:BAR a i ie 


(16) i fy 
100-11720 
1¢C: BUREAU (IRVING GOFF) lc: -AL 100-7575: (N, 
“"" 'BurREAU (NATE,ZEPPETELLO) ZEPPETELLO) 
7 LEONSNELSON) | AL 100-12673( IRVING 

10¢: NEW YORK 100-S6085( UNDERGROUND) GOFF) 

New York: 100-IRVING GOFF - AL 100-14260(LEON 

NEW YORK 100-63755(LEON NELSON) NELSON) 


1cC: BUFFALO (100-4379-94( UNDERGROUND) a ee: 
BUFFALO 100-11903(IRVING GOFF) VAs - ioe oe J 
BUFFALO 100-LEON NELSON as eee 

FEB 8 3959 

INITIALS O0f ORIGINAY, 


Approved: ak - Sent. Per 


Pe FEB 11 1958 7 


Special Agent in Charge 
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FOTIA (b) (7) 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .~ 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT or JUSTICE 
PAGE-IWO- 
Transmit the following Teletype ‘use nse to: 
IN ROCHESTER IN APRIL, ALL. OF THE ABOVE INFORMATION WAS 
OBTAINED oy ne ac: THIS INFORMANT ALSO INDICATED THAT 
NELLIE MAY MAKE AVAILABLE TO GOFF TWO AUTOMOBILES OWNED BY THE 
NEW YORK STATE CP, ON JANUARY 31, 1955, MADE 
AVAILABLE TO SA JOHN D, MAHONEY A NOTE WHICH HAD FORMERLY BEEN 
IN POSSESSION OF IGNATIUS ZEPPETELLO, WA,, NATE ZEPPETELLO.. THIS 
NOTE IS AS FOLLOWS: "FRIDAY. DEAR NAT: I AM VERY SORRY THAT 
OUR PREVIOUS ARRANGEMENTS WERE DISRUPTED., WHEN WE GET A CHANCE 
TO DISCUSS IT--YOU WILL UNDERSTAND--I AM SURE, WELL, WE WANT 
TO PICK UP WHERE WE LEFT OFF, COULD “YOU PLEASE ARRANGE THE 
FOLLOWING: I COULD COME TO YOUR HOUSE EARLY EVENING OF TUESDAY: 
FEB. 1, MAYBE I COULD MEET YOUR FRIENDS THAT EVENING, ALSO, 
MAYBE THE NEXT MORNING AT 8 A.M. JI COULD SEE THAT FARMER WE 
SPOKE ABOUT WHO WAS INTERESTED IN OUR PRODUCT. I ARRANGE IT ANY 
WAY YOU WISH, BUT UNFORTUNATELY I WILL HAVE VERY LITTLE TIME 
AND WILL HAVE TO LEAVE BY 10 A.M, FEB. 2. I HOPE THIS MAY BE 
OF SOME HELP, I WILL TRY MY BEST, REGARDS TO ALL, LEON NELSON 
(NELLIE)", IT IS APPARENT FROM THE ABOVE NOTE THAT LEON NELSON, 
FORMER CP UNDERGROUND ORGANIZER OF BRONX, N.Y., WHO WAS CLOSELY 
ASSOCIATED WITH JOHN MAX LEVINE, AKA JOHN LAVIN, IS PLANNING AN 


Approved: Sent M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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i ” FD-36 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
PAGE THREE 


UPSTREMsHOURbe MING nNBUBFAPe AkBTe REFLECTS THAT HE IS 
ARRANGING FOR INDIVIDUALS IN THE NEW YORK AREA TO WORK IN THE 


INDUSTRIAL CONCENTRATION PROGRAM, HE MAY BE CONTACIING CP 


ORGANIZERS FOR THIS SPECIFIC PURPOSE, NELSON, ACCORDING TO 
THE NEW YORK OFFICE, IS NOW OPERATING IN THE OPEN PARTY AND 
HAS SINCE MAY, 1954, ALBANY WILL FURNISH COMPLETE COVERAGE 
[0 PROPOSED MEETING OF NELSON AND-ZEPPETELLO ON FEBRUARY 1 AND 
2, 1955 AND WILL ADVISE BUREAU, NEW YORK AND BUFFALO OF THE : 
RESULTS, 2 _ > ae 


] a ORT SAD. es 3 7 


END | ns 


Approved: ey Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge 


ae = 2 “ 
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#BOLRID ITY = XD) 


a 


ae 


AIR TEL VIA AIR MAIL © 


FBI, ALBANY (100-11720) Pa 3 f ef o/oe 


if DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-9) ie eS ATTENTION: FBI LAB. 

+ . OP USA, DISTRICT 2, usa? BEFESTON, MDEROROUND ACTIVITIES, 

‘7 INTERNAL SECURITY - C. REFERENCE BUFFALO AIRTELS DATED 
1/2h,25,26 ENTITLED IRVING GOFF, WAS. IS- CAND CP UNDERGROUND, 

| IS-C CONCERNING THE. ATTENDANCE OF SUBJECT GOFF AT STATE BOARD 

| ‘MEETING AND HIS. DISCUSSION OF ORGANIZATIONAL PROBLEMS AND THE 

. INDUSTRIAL CONCENTRATION PROGRAM WITH NELLIE. ON 1/31/55 _ 

i [ ]Furntszep AGENTS OF THE ALBNAY OFFICE AT SYRACUSE, 

N.Y. A NOTE THAT THE INFORMANT STATED) HAD BEEN IN THE POSSESSION 

OF NATE ZEPPETELLO, CHAIRMAN OF THE cP, ONONDAGA COUNTY, SYRACUSE, 

N.Y. ON THAT DATE, THE NOTE IS BEING SET FORTH BERBATIM: 

"PRIDAY, DEAR NAT: I AM VERY SORRY THAT OUR PREVIOUS ARRANGEMENTS 


QRIGINAL COPY FILED IN 00 - 3 -%y —/) = FF 


WERE DISRUPTED. WHEN WE GET A CHANCE TO DISCUSS IT =- YOU WILL 


JDM: bme i 
(13) ; ! 
CC: BUFFALO (100-4.379-9l) (RM) : Py nae 

BUFFALO (100- ree (IRV, GOFF) meet 
BUFFALO (100-13479) (UNSUB NELS) oe 

NEW YORK (1000-96985) | . a 

NEW YORK (100-Uns ub Nellie) 00D - Magan 

ALBANY 1000-11720 ee 
ALBANY 100-7575 i NOT RECORDE 

ALBANY 100-1469 195 FEB 21 1954 


ALBANY 100-12673 
a 
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AIR TEL VIA AIR MAIL 


PAGE TWO 


UNDERSTAND - I AM SURE, WELL, WE WANT 70 PICK UP WHERE We 
LEFT OFF. COULD YOU PLEASE ARRANGE THE FOLLOWING: p COULD 
COME TO YOUR HOSE EARLY EVENING OF UESDAY FEB. 1. “MAYBE 

I COULD MEET YOUR FRIENDS THAT EVENING. ALSO, MAYBE THE NEXT 
MORNING AT 8 A.M. I COULD SE “CHAT FARMER WE SPOKE. “ABOUT WHO 
WAS INTERESTED IN OUR PRODUCT. ARRANGE IT ANYWAY You WISH, 
BUT UNFORTUNATELY A WILL “HAVE VERY LITTLE TIME AND WILL HAVE 
TO LEAVE BY 10 AM FEB. 2ND. I HOPE THIS MAY BE oF SOME HELP. 


I WILL TRY MY BEST; - REGARDS TO ALL. LEON NELSON ( NELLIE)" 


ENCLOSED HEREIWTH IS THE Te ee pee, 
[_______] AS FURNISHED BY THE INFORMANT, THE LAB IS 


REQUESTED TO COMPARE THE HANDWRITTEN NOTE WITH THE HANDWRITING 
IN THE NATIONAL SECURITY FILE. COPY OF THE RESULTS SHOULD BE 
FORWARDED TO THE BUFFALO AND NEW YORK OFFICES FOR THEIR 
INFORMATION. THE LAB IS REQUESTED TO MAINAIN APPROPRIATE 
COPIES OF THIS NOTE FOR FUTURE COMPARISON. NEW YORK AND 
BUFFALO ARE REQUESTED TO CHECK THEIR INDICES. ON: THE NAME 

LEON NELSON: (NELLIE) AS THIS INDIVIDUAL MAY BE IDENTICAL WITH 


THE NELLIE MENTIONED IN REFERENCED AIRTELS 


END. 
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RETERN ED HERSWITH. 


'-/42323 
: Looe WY i henetern 


FEBRUARY 17, 1855 ALR@T Es, 
REGISTERED 


SAC, ALBANY (100011720 ~ 100-7575) 


oe JOE RS o= Lae OO 
CP, USdy DISTRICT 2) ALBANY DIVISIGW, OW VERGROUND 


ACTIVITISS, INTERNAL SECURITY - CG. RE ALEANT AIR-TEL 


2/9/55, NOPE SIGNED "LEOM NELSON (MELLIE)" SUBMITTED 


WITH REAIA-TEL DESIGWATED IN LABORATORY AS Q1L7. CONG LUDED 


| HANDWRITING ON Q17 WRITTEN BY Li0N WELSON, SUBJECT OF 


BURESU PILE 1000142323 AND N&W FORK FILE 12100-63735. Q17 


PHOTOGRSPHS RETAINED. RUC. 


ERCLOSURE (2) HOOVER 


L00-3-94 


2 - BUFFALO (100+4379-94 - 100~11903) 
2 - NEW FORK (100-96985 - 100-63755) 


ALD: jsb 


(10) 


eh See aay 


mais aoe - ne : 
Taiaacd JCA 4 \ 


AW. So! 
Pree RE Pee 


ORIGINAL COPY FILED IN ge - 3 oP ie dae So 


: Harbo 


| Rosen 


! Sizoo 


Nichols 
Belmont 


Mohr 
Parsons 


Tamm 


Winterrowd 
Tele. Room __ 
Holloman 


"B2FEB 28 1955 
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"ANDARD FORM NO, 64 


: Office Memorandum °. UNCED STATES GOVERNMENT 
\ yg | 


Director, FBI (100-142323) > 


ree) 
LEON NELSON, was 
Is-C 


. Rerep SA EDWARD J. FLANAGAN, JR., NY 


ReBulet to NY, 1/13/ 

Pe Re 
entitled, 

' Re 
entitled, 
Re 


556 


CP UNDERGROUND; 


SAC, New York (100-63755) 


Buffalo airtel to Bureau and SAG’ 

NTRVING GOFF, was;.IS-C; CP UNDERGROUND; Is-c." 

Albany airtel to Bureau and SAC's Buffalo and NY, 1/31/55, 
IS-C.°- Eien 

Albany airtel Bureau, 2/9/55¢ 


30500 | 


JFOL 


#FOIA(b) (7) - 0 
2/28/55 


DATE: 
e fz 
& f i 242 / 
12/21/54. 
tg Albany and NY, 1/26/55, 


entitled, "CP, USA, 


DISTRICT 2, ALBANY DIVISION, UNDERGROUND ACTIVITIES; IS-C." 
. ReBuairtel to.AlBany, 2/17/55, entitled," CP, USA, DISTRICT 


2, ALBANY DIVISION, UNDERGROUND ACTIVITIES; Ts-c," 


The subject is an SI subject and a key , 
whose present employment and residence are unknown | 


figure of the NYO 
The data 


appearing on the SI card of the subject is current.. 


pos Rerep s ut information on page 
reflected that had advised on 7 


ronx county Organizational Secretary of the OP. 


the subject was 


However, rerep reflected on page six that 


on 9/9/54 at which time this 


information pertaining to the s 


CP or pertaining to any recent 
of the subject. : 


[was again contacted on 12/10/5$ and 1/28/55 at 
which time he was unable to supply any information pertaining 
to the subject's CP activities. , 


« 


} 


s one and two which 
/1/54. that he believed 


was recontacted 


informant was unable to furnish any 
ubject's present position .in’ the 
Communist activities on the part. 


he 
Cad 


. gt | 
1 Sree 


It is pointed out that from April, 1953, to February, 195k, 


eee the subject as Bronx County CP Organizer 


operating in the CP underground. 


In May, LOS fp subject left the CP undergrumd and 
PeeM{oa of time, but he 


i 
0 "We, 


~, RECORDED - $5 


returned home for a 
there, 


(RM) 


2-Albany (100-1260) (RM) 
+ Q-Buffalo (200-2 


‘ 


weeny TES: 
_ EJF: PEC a — 
; SY ges 
Pd 
> ag 
RIA G 955 


LEON NELSON)-- (RM) 


yf 


is,not regularly/ 


é 


ei s | 


i 


WO MAR 2 1955 
“See 


80508 


Letter to Director 
NY 100-63755 


has been unable ‘to furnish any specific 
information Concerning thé subject since the subject left 
the CP underground. ie e Z aes 


. ‘has furnished information which indicates oe 
that the subject s been at CP Headquarters, NYC, on a ee 


epee (Pheer but to date the NYO has been unable to 
determine #kd€“exact position in the open Party. | 


The subject is known to have been an instructor at 
the Jefferson School of Social Science during the fall 195h, 


and winter 1955 terms. ; 


[__jaavisea on 1/28/55 that the subject's Wages age 
were last reported for the quarter ending September, 1951,-: by oe 


the Kings County Committee of the CP. 


|, N¥ 694-8 advised on 1/19/55 as to having received ae 
information that as of 1/15/55 IRVING GOFF was officially out . 
of the CP undergrounde According to the information received , 
by NY 69)-S GOFF was cleared through "NELLTE, " of the State 


Headquarters and “NELLIE" for processing: Re. Buffalo 
airtel indicated has furnished information that 
IRVING GOFF was In'NYC from January 17, through January 21, 1955, 


and on 1/20/55 was in contact with "NELLIE during which time 

they discussed organizational problems and the industrial es 
concentration program. According tol _—id "NELLIE" 

was arranging for five or six new people for Rochester, . 


Referenced Albany airtels indicated that[ 
furnished information on 1/31/55 which reflécted that 
LEON NELSON WNELLIE) was apparently planning an upstate tour 
' and 2, which he was going, to met with NATE 
(’_4EPPETELLO, chairman .of the CP,.Onondaga Coun ty,. Syracuse, 
NY. ‘this information was contained in a note. which had been 
“in the possession of NATE ZEPPETELLO and was signed LEON 


: si a) 
ReBuairtel advised that the FBI Laboratory had 
concluded that the aforementioned note had been written by 
the subject. 


The Buffalo and Albany Divisions are requested to 
contact appropriate security informants in an effort to 


| 350% ‘ 


Letter to Director 
NY 100-63755 ~ 


develop information which would reflect the subject's present 
position in the CP, 


Efforts are being continued by the NYO to ascertain 
the subject's current employment and residence and the 


Bureau will-be immediately notified when these have been | 
determined. 


Se 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 Cc 6 a 


Office Mem dum « UNITED S’ 3O0VERNMENT 


PPOIA(b) 7) = (DY 
TO : Director, FBI (100-142323) ae 5/aafee 
Ng om + SAC, New York (100-63755) i =I954 
Wore LEON NELSON, was ro a ce se ao 
ts -t Pg ns - 


2 : ra f. ™. iY ; ; ; % a, 
ca ReSACLet 55-30, 4/12/55. te — sock 
SUCCINCT RESUME OF CASE: 


[who nas furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on 8/19/53 that subject was then bronx 
County CP organizer, operating in the CP Underground. Admissable. 


‘who was in a position to furnish reliable 
information, has advised of the presence of LEON N#LSON at 
NY State CP Headquarters, 268 seventh Avenue, NYC, periodically 
from June 195 through April 1955. Not admissable. 


CG 5824-8, who has furnished reliable information in 
\ the past, advised on 3/3/55, that one "NELLY", phonetic, 
attended a meeting of the National administrative Committee of 
the CP on that date. GG 582y-S described "NELLY" as the open 
secretary of the N District of the CP. A photograph of the 
subject was exhibiféd to CG 562h-S on 5/5/55 and informant 
positively ident d LEON NELSON as person he had referred 
to as "NELLY". “adm&ssable. 
OM 


4 


RECOMMENDATIONS.” 


Retain in SI. Subject described as Bronx County 


organizer, 1953 and open secretary NY District CP in March 1955. 
In DETCOM TABBING: vy 


1. Detcom 


2. Security index cards bearing the stamp "Detcom" 
in large red letters have not been received from the Bureau. 


3. Recommend subject be continued in betcom classifica- 


tion in view of his position as open secretary of the NY 
District CP. Key Pigure, NYO. re so 


‘ ee oe 
SE40 /°°° Pp Gs 


RM : RECORDED-a8 / LIN 2 “95H 

WMD:PDD. ones Pee 
\A uae & 5 Gude 

fl AT a 

f" JUNG taK6 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ( 5-11-53 ) 


Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI (100-1)2323) DATE: 6/1/55 
/e 
i oM : SAC, New Y rk (100-63755) 
ane 
SUBJECT: LEON QELsoN, was 4 AY 
IS-c i 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on. the 
above-captioned individual. © 


X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be | 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME 
ALT ASES 
NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 
COMMUNIST SOCTALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB Deleteracr SEX_ 


DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


[h7 BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 


GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY See aed 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS D0 (42) BUS ~ 


NOT RECORDED 


11 JUN 3 1955 8 


RM e 
ere, 
FT MUN 7 195» 


eee eles Bet dis, 2 os 
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FD-122 
STANDARD FORM NO. 64 (5-11-53) 


Office Memorandum + onrtep sraTEs GOVERNMENT 


70 : Director, FBI (100-1)2323) DATE: 6/21/55 


ie + SAC, New York (100~63755) ay. . 
q oe, se 2 f ja” Jae 
SUBJECT: EON NELSON, was 
Card U.T.D. Ws 


IS-C 
It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME ez) 9) + 


. ty, tt Uns vit 
auiaspg ADD?  MNELLIE", "NELIQ" 


NATIVE BORN N ATURALIZED ALIEN 


COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE__ 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) DE Taan 
“f 

TAB FOR DETCOM__/ tap For comsap EMETE pace SEX 

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


ai BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


- Organizational Secretary, New York District of Communist Party, 2nd Floor, 


268 7th Avenue, New York, New York 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


It REGI aes MAIL 


ei. 15 1955 


NW 41493 Docld: 34283404 Page 165 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


NEW YORK 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN 
r 


MADE 
ne NEW YORK 


Ww 6/30/5 


ee 
LEO HLSON, wase: 


"Nellie", "Nelly". 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 


4/15 ,2235/5,12 


Sa 
ee 


REPORT MADE BY 


WILLIAM M. DREW, JR. 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject employed as Orgahizational Secretary, 
New York District of Communist Party, 268 7th Avenue, New 
Residence unknown. 
attended meeting National Administrative Committee, CP, 
and that subject on sub-committee to prepare 
resume of discussions and proposals re National Communist 
Party meeting on organization, NYC, 4/55. 


York, New York. 
3/3/55, NYC, 


subject as organizatinnal Secretary, New York District of CP. 
T-5 advised subject employed by Kings County Committee CP, 
T-3 and T- furnished contacts of LEON 
NELSON at CP headquarters, 268 7th Avenue, NYC, 


Brooklyn, NY, 1951. 


instructor. 


| 
| 
5/68. 


AGENCY Lise 
REQ. REC'D ___ Sees ete 
DATE FORW. A -pP os 
HOW FORW, 


0 Lat el 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


3 - New York (100-63755) 


10 WHICH LOANED. Pas 
COPIES DESTROYED. \Li-——__—4 
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1955 Winter Catalogue JSSS reflects LEON NELSON as 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


fi, - Bureau (100-142323) (RM) 


. ft, 
tam 
— 


T-2 advised subject 
T-2 described 


9/54. through 


2 JUL 5 1955 


relicpnitn Mavi 
eee Aes 
ee 


NY 100-63755 
DETAILS ¢ 


The title of this report has been marked _ 
"Changed" to reflect the addition of the aliases "Nellie" 
and "Nelly". It is noted that T-2, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, on May 5, 1955, identified 
a photograph of the subject as the individual known uO him 
by the above mentioned names. 


I. BACKGROUND 
Residence 


a The current residence of the subject is 

unknown. It is to be noted, however, that the 1955-1956. 

‘i’ issue of the telephone directory of the New York Telephone 
Company for the Borough of Brooklyn, reflects a listing for 
LEON NELSON, 1985 East 15th Sproat Brooklyn, New York. 


On May 2, 1955, ‘SYLVESTER SHAW, superintendent, 
1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, New York, was contacted by — 
SA WILLIAM M. DREW, JR. MR. SHAW advised that Mrs. LEON 
“NELSON was then residing in apartment SB, 1985 East 15th 
; Street, Brooklyn, New. York, with her daughter. . A photograph 
a: of subject was exhibited to Mr. SHAW, who advised that the 
' ‘photograph was identical with an individual, believed by 
him to have been LEON NELSON, whom he had observed at the 
apartment of Mrs. NELSON on Sunday, May 22, 1955, and on 
several other occasions recently in the vicinity of the 
apartment house. Mr. SHAW stated, however, that at the 
time he was unable to say that subject was residing with 


Mrs. NELSON. 


Ss: Bie 
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NY 100-63755 


Employment 


T-1, who was in a position to furnish reliable 
information, advised on May.19, 23, 31 and June 7, 1955 that 
the subject was observed entering and/or leaving the building . 
located at 268 7th Avenue, New York, New York. T-1 also | 
advised that subject was observed on the above dates in the 
. second floor office at that address. 


It is to be noted that the 1955-1956 issue 
of the telephone directory of the New York Telephone Company 
for the Borough of Manhattan reflects a listing for the 
National and New York State Offices of the Communist Party 
' ate se 7th Avenue. 


Pais 2, who has furnished seca inPormeation 
in the past, ad ised on May 27, 1955, that the subject was 
the Organizational Secretary of the New York District of 
the Communist Party, as of 1955. 


T-3 and T-l., who were both in a seeder to. 
furnish reliable information have advised on dates set forth 
subsequently under caption "COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBERSHIP" that 
LEON NELSON was present at. Communist Party Headquarters, 268 
7th Avenue, New York, New York, intermittently during the 
period September, 1954, through May, 1955. 


II. AFFILIATION WITH THE 
' COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 7 


Communist Party Membership 


T-2, previously mentioned, advised on March 3, 
1955, that one NELLY" attended a meeting of the National 
Administrative Committee of the Communist Party on March 3, 
1955, at Yugoslav Hall in New York City. T-d described "NELLY" 
as the open Secretary of the New York District of the Communist 
Party and stated that this position was a combination of the 


Be erenOne of Onganszetlonay Secretary and Administrative Secretary. 


~y te 
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NY 100 -63755 


Zi 


T-2 described the. National Administrative Committee 


as the National Committee of the Commnist Party in disguise 
and as the highest body in the legal party. 


It is to be noted that on January 17, 1955, T-2 
advised that one "NELLIE", who had done organization work 
in New York, was being considered for inclusion on the 


National Administrative Committee of the Communist Party, ' 


On May 5, 1955, T-2 examined a photograph of 
the subject and positively identified subject as the person. 
he had referred to as "NELLY". ' 


on May 27, 1955, T+2 advised that during the 
National Communist Party meeting on organization held in 
New York City in April, 1955, a sub-committee was set up 
to prepare a resume of the discussions and proposals at the 
meeting. According to T-2, the sub-committee selected, as 
suggested by the National Administrative Committee of the 


Communist Party, included as one of its three members, the subject, 


who was described by T-2 as the organizational Secretary of 
the New York District of the Communist Party. . 


It is to be noted that T-5, who has furnished © 


reliable information in the past, advised on January 205 

1955, that the subject's last known employment was by the | 
Kings County Committee of the Communist Party, 26 Court Street 
Brooklyn, New York, as of September, 1951. 


: 4 

T-3, who was in a-position to furnish reliable 
information, advised on March 8, 1955, that LEON NELSON 
participated in a discussion at Communist Party Headquarters, 
268 7th Avenue, New York, New York, on that date. According 
to T-3 NELSON stated that the 1955 May Day Committee would 
be known as "Workers and Peoples-Committee for May Day, 
1955", adding that the May Day demonstration this year — 
would include more colorful floats and banners and a more 
festive atmosphere. 


"yay Day Parade" 


"L, tThe May Day Parade in New York City 
is an annual mobilization of Communist strength.! 


ese 
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"(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report, March 29, 1944, p. 179.)2 


T-3 advised on March 25, 1955 that LEON 
NELSON was at Communist Party Headquarters, 268 7th Avenue, 
New York, New York, on that date. According to T-3, NELSON 
participated in a discussion regarding the problem of 
strengthening section organizations to better enable the 
Party to cement itself with mass movements and to prepare 
for the 1956 elections. 


NELSON announced that a national meeting 
on party organization of district organizers and organizational 
secretaries ws to be held in the 3rd or 4th week of April. 
He proposed that a meeting of county organizers be called 
in preparation for the New York State Executive Committee 
meeting which was to be held in early May, 1955, after the 
National meeting. "Os 
On April 1, 1955, T-3 advised that representa- 
tives of the Families Committee met with representatives of 
the New York State Communist Party at Communist Party 
Headquarters, New York, New York on that date to discuss 
campaigns in behalf of the families of the 13 New York 
Smith Act subjects. T-3 stated that LEON NELSON was 
one of fhur individuals representing the New York State wee 
Communist Party at this meeting. 4 


The thirteen Communist Party leaders were 
convicted of violation of the Smith Act of 1940 in United 
States District Court, Southern District of New York on 
January 21, 1953. 


T-3 advised on April 28, 1955, that LEON NELSON 
was at New York State Communist Party Headquarters, 268 7th 
Avenue, New York, New York, on that date and discussed the 
defense and raising of bail funds for the Puerto Rican Smith 
Act subjects. 


ee - - ay ae 7 Ayes, Spe, Se: : — 
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[T-3 advised on May 2, 1955, that LEON NELSON 
talked to PHIL BART at Communist Party Headquarters, 268 
7th Avenue, New York, New York, on that date regarding the 
problem of defending the Puerto Rican Smith Act subjects. 
According to T-3 NELSON told BART that this problem was 
not a New York responsibility but insteadJit was a national 
responsibility. é 


January 17, 1955, advised that PHILA{BART was a member of 
the National Administrative Committde of the Communist Party, fl fe 
ee ee ee 


ional Aagministrative 
USA. 


at ' : ‘ : 
Regarding PHIL "patiyoae noted that T-2,.on 


T-3 advised on April 29, 1955, that LEON 
NELSON had stated that the State Executive Meeting would 
be held on May 14, and 15 and that he, NELSON, would 
report on reorganization. 


T-3 also advised that he had noted that LEON 
NELSON was present at Communist Party Headquarters, 268 7th 
Avenue, New Yor New York, on April 28 and May 2, and 9, 1955. = 


On May 5, 1955, T-3 stated that while at 
Communist Party Headquarters, New York, New York, on that 
date, LEON NELSON informed that a meeting of the county 
organizers was to be held at the Yugoslav-American Cooperative 
Home, Inc., New York City, on May 11, 1955, at 10:30 a.m. 


; The Yugoslav-American Cooperative Home, Inc., 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 1050. 


T-lLL., who was in a position to furnish reliable 
information, advised on the dates set forth below that LEON 
NELSON was then present at the headquarters of the New York 
State Communist Party, 265 7th Avenue, New York, New Yorks 


September 22, 29, 195k 


October lh, 5, 1954 
November 1, 2, 30, 1954 


-456 
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December 2, 3, 195 
January 17, 31, 19557 
March 14, 1955 


In addition T-l) advised that one "NELLIE", 
otherwise unidentified, was present at the headquarters of 
the New York State Communist Party on the dates set forth 
below: . : 


October 26, 29, 195 
February 17, 18, 25, 1955 : 1G 
March 3, ls thes Woes 17; 1955 . ‘- 


T-6, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on May 17, 1955, that he had learned 
that LEON NELSON, of the\New York State Communist Party, 
had relieved JACK MENDELAEPSTEIN of all responsibility te 
regarding custody of Communist Party paraphanalia Yue ee: 
to a recent heart attack suffered by EBSTEIN. 0 PAIDEMLER~ nif, ' 


ae, 


As previously set forth, T-1 advised on May 19,. — 
23, 31, and June 7, 1955 that subject was observed entering — “ 
and/or leaving as well as on the premises of the second floor 
of building located at 268 7th Avenue, New York, New York, on 
those dates. fo 


ee 


Communist Party Fronts 


The "Daily Worker", an Hast Coast Communist ey 
- - daily newspaper, issue of January. 5, 1955, page 3, contains 
a an article reflecting that LEON: NELSON would teach a ten 
day evening course on Mondays at the Jefferson. School of 
Social Science @ommencing January 17, 1955,.0n the subject ~ 
"wage Structures and the 'Runaway Shop! Movement. 


The Jefferson School of Social Science (JSSS) 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive order 10450. 


— 


i ae Pa Ses 2 ee 


} , ‘ t “ . 
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7 The 1955 Winter Catalogue of the JSSS lists 
LEON NELSON as an instructor. 


Communist Party Associates 


T-7, who was in a position to furnish reliable 
information, advised on January 20, 1955, that LEON NELSON 
was known to GEORGE WATT. 


7-8, who has furnished reliable infogpation 
in the past, advised on August 5, 195l,, that GEORGEAWATT 


was National Trade Union, Director of the Communist Party, bse 


USA. 


T-l, advised on October 15, 195), that LEON 
NELSON was known to DOXEY WILKERSON at the JSSS. 


According to the 1954 Fall Catalogue of the 
JSSS, Doxey Wilkerson was DEX eecOY of Faculty and Curriculum 
at the JSSS. 


T-l, advised on November 2, 1954, that LEON 
NELSON was known to HERB NALIBOW. - 


in the past, advised on July 15, 1953 that HERBANALIBOW, 
was the National Industrial Chairman of the Labon Youth 


League. Ay) To 
The Labor Youth League has been designated 


by ee Attorney General of the United States puresent to 
Executive Order 10,50. 


T-9, who has furnished bene termi 


T-10, who was in a position to furnish 
reliable information, advised on November 14, 1954, that 
LEON NELSON was acquainted with EVELYN WIENER and had 
offered her a job at "his place." According to T-10, 
WIENER stated that she would try to get someones else for 
the job, indicating that she, WIENER, was starting to 
work in-private industry on November 15, 195L.. 
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T-11, who has furnished reliable i mation 
in the past, advised on March 30, 1953: that EVELYNXWIENER was 
the Hast Side Regional Director of the New York Couhty Communist 


Party, 88 of 1950. jy, 


T-l. advised on October 21, 1954, that LEON 
NELSON was known to MERCEDES ARROYO. ~ 


in the past, advised in February, 1953, that MERCEDESNARROYO 


[T-12, who has furnished reliable information 
rk State Committee of the eA 


was a member of the New York 
Party, USA. iy 


T-l, advised on January 20, 1955 that he had 
learned that LEON NELSON was using an automobile belonging to 
GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY but that it would not be possible for 
NELSON to transfer the automobile insurance from CHARNEY to 
NELSON as desired by NELSON inasmuch as NELSON could not show 
an acceptable occupation or place of business on his 
application. 


minis t. 


GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY is one of the thirteen 
Communist Party leaders who was convicted on January el, 1953 
at United States District Court, Southern District of New York, 
for violation of the Smith Act of 190. 


Miscellaneous Communist Party 
Activity : 


T-13, who was in a position to furnish reliable 
information, made available information on April 1, 1955, 
indicating that the New York State Communist Party, in March, 
1955, secured a six month subscription to the "New Amsterdam 
News" for LEON NELSON. 


T-13 on May 2, 1955, made available information 
indicating that the New York State Communist Party had obtained 
a-six month subscription to the "Pittsburgh Courier’ for LEON ~~ 
NELSON in April, 1955. 
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Information furnished by T-13 was made 
available on a confidential basis and may be made public 
only in a usual proceeding following issuance of a sub- 
poena. duces tecum. ee 


T-1l, who was in a position to furnish 
reliable information, advised on January 11, 1955, that LEON NELSON 

Had on that date extended farewells to PETTIS PERRY and BETTY . 
GANNETT who were then to surrender to the United States District 8 
Court, Southern District of New York. 2 


PETTIS PERRY and BETTY GANNETT were convicted 
of violation of the Smith Act of 1940 in United States 
District Court, Southern District of New York on January el; 


1953. | 


T-6, previously mentioned, advised on January 19, 
1955, that IRVING GOFF was out of the Communist Party under- 
ground as of January 15, 1955. T-o6 stated that GOFF was 

cleared through "NELLIE" of State Headquarters, who arranged 
for GOFF's "processing". T-6 explained "processing" by stating 
that GOFF was furnished references which would cover his 
employment for the period during which he was in the Comminist 
Party underground. ; 


T-15, who was in a position to furnish reliable 
information, furnished material on January 2h, 1955, indicatin 
that IRVING GOFF was in contact with one "NELLIE" on January 10¢,_ 
and 20, 1955. oh 


According to material furnished by T-15, GOFF and 
"NELLIE" discussed organizational problems as well as the : 
industrial concentration program and in this connection it 

was noted that "NELLIE" was arranging for five or six new 

people for Rochester. It was further indicated that "NELLIE" 
may make available to GOFF two automobiles owned by the 

New York State Commnist Party. "NELLIE" was not further 
identified. 


| ) - 10 - 
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Regarding IRVING GOFF, T-16, who was’ in a 
position to furnish information pertaining to IRVING GOFF, 


advised in 1955 that GOFF was then 


active in the permration 


of the steel industry in the Buffalo, New York area for the 


Communist Party underground. 


III. DESCRIPTION 


Following is a description of the subject 
as obtained from T-1 through personal observation: 


Sex = 

Race 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

- Complexion 
Characteristics 


Male 
White 
Approximately 35 
518" to Brot 
160 to 165 pounds 


‘Black, receding 


Dark 
Bears resemblance to 
film actor GHORGH RAFT. 
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INFORMANTS 


Identity . 
of Source 


268 7th Ave., 
NY, NY 


Tse 
CG 582h-S 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Date of Activity 


and/or Description 


of Information 


Subject present 
at CPHQ, NY 
and description 


Meeting of 
National Adm. 
Committee 


Considered for 
Nattl Adin. 
Committee 


Identified 


photo of subject 


organizational 
Secty, NYCP 


Used to document 
PHIL BART 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
i 


Date 
Received 


5/19,23, 
ai 
6/7/55 -. 


3/3755: 


1/17/55 . 


5/27/55 
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Agent to 
Whom 
Furnished 


SA. 
WILLIAM 


JOHN 


KEATING 
(orally) 


MICHAEL 
Re 
CARRANO 

(orally) 


JOHN 


BE. 
KEATING 
(orally) 


JOHN 
iE. 
KEATING 


~B te 


File Number 
Where 
Located 


Instant 
Report 


100-63755- _ 
331 . 


100-63755 - 
335 


100 -63755- 
386 


Chicago 
File A) 
13u-lL6- 
1065a 


e FOLD) Cl)-= (D) 


t 
NY 100-63755 
ADMINISTRATIVE. PAGE - Continued 
INFORMANTS - Continued 
Date of Activity Fa Agent to File Number 
Identity and/or Description Date Whom . Where 
of Source ' of Information “ Received Furnished Located 
is oe / 
cm BPO7eo> a 3/8/55 
3/25 3/25/55 
W/1/55 of W/L/55 = 
4/28/55 4/28/55 3 | oe 
4/29/55 «4/29/55 | a 
5/2/55 5/2/55 _ #% 


3/5/55 5/5/55 


fo 


Teh a | | 
Cy 9/22,29/54, 9/22, 29/54, 


LO/Ir»515,21,2, 10/4,5315,21, 
29/5 - 


54 (26,29/5y 
11/1,2,30/54 11/1, 2, 30/5 
12/2,3/5i, 12/2,3/Sh 
1/17 520,31/55 —-4/17,20,31/85 
2/1718 25/55 2/1718 , 25/55 
3/34,14,15, 3/3 ls We, 15317/55 
17/55 | 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 
Reece 


\ : - ¥ 
| HW 41493 Docld:34283484 Page 198 


a Vr 


NY 100-63755 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Contimed 


INFORMANTS ~ Continued 


Date of Cetiiey A / ‘Agent to File Number 
Identity and/or Dec acy Date Whom Where 
of Source of. ‘Information “Received Furnished Located 


a = beeaa: a ee 1/28/55 SE 100- 03750 = 


Kings County / -_ é JAMES 313 
CP e #2 R. 


NY 694-8 Re Espstein — — 5/17/55 ALEXANDER 100-63755- 
peat 7 |. BoRLTNSON oo 

| Re GOFF 4 1/19/85 ALEXANDER 100-63755= 

| a Paticae 


en A 


Used to document 
, GEORGE WATT 


ry Sit ate 


HERB NALIBOW 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 


= Des 
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f#FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


INFORMANTS - Continued 


Identity 
of Source 


T-10 


T-13 

JOHN 

PRICHEP 

MGR, 
Manufacturers 
Trust Co.,; 
ebth St. 

and 'th Ave., 
NYC , 


f 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 

Date of Activity ‘Agent to File Number 
and/or Description Date Whom Where 
of Information Received Furnished Located 
11f4,/5u, 1144/5u. 
Used to document 

EVELYN WIENER 
Used to document 
MERCEDES ARROYO 
Subscription 4/1/55 ALPHONSE =—-100-63755- 
to "New Ja” 346 
Amsterdam ; SUTKUS 

_ News" 
Subscription © 5/2/55 ALPHONSE 100-63755- 
to "Pittsburgh Ts 383 
Courier" SUTKUS 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 
ee 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 
INFORMANTS - Continued 
Date of Activity Agent to File Number 
Identity and/or Description Date Whom Where 
of Source of Information Received Furnished Located 


Css 1/1/35 
pe] vas ass 
. = Used to document 
IRVING GOFF 


Careful consideration has been given to 
each source concealed and T symbols were utilized in the 
report only in those instances where the identities of the 
sources must be concealed. 


MST CELLANEOUS 


LEON NELSON is a Key Figure, New York Office, 
and the Security Index card is current and accurate. 


LEADS 
NEW YORK 
At New York, New York 
Will ascertain the present residence of the 
ia subject. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGH - Continued 


REFERENCE 


Report of SA EDWARD J. FLANAGAN, JR., NYO, 
12/21/54. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE - Continued 


oe ty ae 


REPORT 
of the 


7-1 


%) 
\ 


mf : 
ek GN 
a2’ LABORATORY “44 ‘A 


fly 109- /$ (2523 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF. INVESTIGATION me fp 
WASHINGTON D.C. dan (lela 


Te SAC, Albany | July 6, 1955 


if 


39503 | 


Re 6p, USA | é L Reever 


DISTRICT #9 : John Edgar Hoover, Director 
ORGANTGAT ION 
INTIRUSL SECURITY - ¢ Your FiLeNO. 2LOQ~11056 
FBI FILE NO. 100-369 
Examination requested by: Albany . i pred oo? Be 
Reference: : Letter 6/21/55 
Examination requested: Document 
Specimens: : NN 
Qi Handwritten letter beginning "Bello | Watie.sodust a fow," 
ending ",eseRegards to ali. Nellie." \ 
Result of examination: oe OW 
ae 
It was copeluded that the handwriting on Ql 
was written by LECICNELSON, whose known handwriting epescimans | 
are contained in Bufile 1123236. 
i 
on ie. returned. herewith. Photog erephs are retained. Be 
ee: } 
Hnelosure (1) ~ REGISTERED MAIL — ea ee 
on ___1 » Buffedo 0 : i 
‘man —_ J - Yaw ¥n f} : r Pink, ae SS 
‘a p gees a?” ! S 
fonds LV - 
bee Mp-tee 2323 Qa | z 
ot ; \ | YELLow | FY 
a HLD: Vitf— 2 NOT NOT @RCORDED _ & DUPLICATE : en 
t— (7) i 165 JUL 12 1955 JUL 6 = 1955 | Fe 
oe i MAILED ba 
] i ee 6 
eee G 1 ft ages fa oe 
= SUL LS Boh z 
S 
ae 
s 
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SAC, New York (100-63755) August 79, 1955 
Mrector, PRE (100-1).2323) 


LEON WisLSOW 
INTTRNAL SEQURITY ~ 6 


Rerep Special Agent William M. Drew, Jr., dated 
June 30, 1955, at New York. 


Although this subject is not classified as a 
misaing Security Index subject Buflle reflects subject's 
rexsidence 1s unknown. In event subjeet'a apprehension 
was. imminent it does not appear likely your limited 
knowledge of his whereabouts, his place of amployment as 
Organizational Secretary, New York Diatriet of the 
Communist Party, 268 7th Avenue, New York City, would be 
of great valua. 


In view of subject's stature in the Communist 
movement in New York you should treat this subject as a 
Security Index subject whose whereabouts ‘is; untnown and 
conduct intensive investigation as required in Section 
87¢c 6b(3) of the Manual of Instructions in an e“fert to ; 
locate him. You should submit veriodic letters reflecting 
the results of your efforts to locate this subject as 
required by these instructions. The Bureau also desires 
that you continue to submit six-month reports roflecting 
subject's current activities as a key figure in your 
Givision,. 


In line with the above instructions salet at 
onee reflecting your recent efforts to locate this 
subject. 


OTM: bew We Et eae 1 
a recordep-39 7 -f8 2 4 | 


Noe 


} 


Tolson 
Boardman 


Nichols 
Belmont 
Harbo 
Mohr 
Parsons 
Rosen 


ae x CONM= FEI 
Winterrowd ___ oY Pree 
eae “Vn? | AUG 29 1955 


(o-0 


Gandy 


‘AUG 31 1955]_malced #9 
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FRIERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIC?, 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


“dt Hee at 


Transmit thé following Teletype message doiley 3 : Be nas 
FBI ALBANY (100-14260) 8/29/55 / Gye a 
DIRECTOR, FBI (100-142323) i 
LEON NELSON, WAS., SM-C. | 7 vee / 


3<j on this date| __ advised SA's GEORGE P. 
, -.'’ §IMPSON and ROBERT S. REA e subject had,communicated 
with IGNATIUS ZEPPETELLO, Chairman, Onondaga County Communist 


aE 


Party, on August 23, 1955, from 1985 East 19th Street, 
Brooklyn, New York. NELSON, using the name LIE, stated . - 
that he was planning a "shindig" for Priday evening, fener: 


September 9, 1955, at 8:00 P.M, and all day Saturday at 

an undetermined time, at Yugoslav Hall (possibly New York City). 
He stated he was writing to BOB and inviting him to attend 

and that ZEPPETELLO and BOB could come together. BOB is 
believed to be ROBERT CLARK JOHNSTON, Security Index subject 

of the Albany Office. 


Copies of this Air-Tel are being submitted to 
New York City and Buffalo for their information. 


& 


END 
ae 
1 ce: New York (100-63755) (nfo) (RM) 
Buffalo (Info) (RM) f 
Albany 100-7575 ev 
eee SEROUS 7S) SID Bee oh 
REGISTERED MAIL —— LY? ms 2~fe 
4 AUG EO 1955 | 
EX-107, 


Sent 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 : ( 5-11-53 ) 


Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO Director, FSI (100-142323) pate: 9/13/55 
| OM : SAC, New York (100-63755) 
CO Card ULT.DE 
SUBJECT: LEON NELSON, was. 5s) 
. Is-¢ , Y2y¥ oo 
err 
It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 


above-captioned individual. 


x The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALTEN 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


a8 BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RES PONSIBILITY 
INTERESTED AGENCIES 


Apt. SE, 1985 East 15th Street, Bklyn., 


eee Sess - oy 
ake ST E 
ae <e 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


REGISTERED MAIL 
Be Oct 31955) 
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Office Memorandum + onrrep STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: "DIRECTOR, FBI (100-142323) - _ DATE: 9/16/55. 
pCrxon : SAC, NEW YORK (100-63755) 


BJECT: er ee ON, was 
; TS=C 
Reurlet 8/29/55. | E 


Mr, SYLVESTER SHAW, Superintendent, 1985 East 15th Street, 
Brooklyn, New York, advised SA WILLIAM M. DREW, JR., on September 
9, 1955, that the subject is now residing with his wife and 
two children in apartment 5-E, 1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, 


New York, 


80504 , 


Current report reflecting above, will be submitted by 
NYO at an early date, ; . 


Subject, key figure, NYO, FD 122 being submitted to 
change SI card as above, 


hy 


<ELORDED - 22 Joo. A 2305 - /ol 


16 SEP 19 1955 


2) 
eet j 
qo —_— 
(| IWLEBMO? SECIBELA 2ECL 
RM g ot x 
i 2b ¥§ If f3 Yt a3 
WMD:rmy . 4 / BEDEIAED 


of 
\. 63 SEP 32 1355 «0 
‘ : : 
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Form No.1 | 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT - NEW YORK _ 


; REPORT MADE AT BATE WHEN ‘ ERIOD FOR WHICH MADE | REPORT MADE By : 
jhe NEW YORK : 10/rih/se/ehs9 Eger WILLIAM M. DREW, JR. maf; 
(foc 1 Trg CHARACTER OP CASE ; 

- LEON NELSON, was, INTERNAL SECURITY = ¢ 


mt, SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject residing Apartment 5E, 1985 E. 15th Sto, 
Brooklyn, NY, as of 9/9/55. Subject was employed at New York 


a 
—- 

,_ £-| state CP Headquarters, 268 7th Ave., New york, NY, as early as Ju 
sy 


1¥»5, 
1954, and reported to have been present at that location, as of o/e/ st, 


eS Subject described by informant, who has furnished reliable informa-. 


tion in-the past, as organizational Secretary, New York District of 
the CP, as of May, 1955e Activities and associations of subject 

at offices of New York State CP and National Office, CPUSA, both 
268 7th Avenue, New York, NY, during approximate period March to 
September, 1955, set forthe 


ae é - Pp 


DETAILS: - , _ BACKGROUND 
‘Residence - | 


4 Mre SYLVESTER SHAW, superintendent, 1985 East 15th Street, 
. Brookiyn, New York, advised SA WILLIAM M. DREW, JR. on 
September 9, 1955, that the subject was residing at Apartment SE, 
1985 East 15th street, as of that date. SHAW stated that to his. 
“*') Knowledge the subject had been residing at that address for 
approximately six weeks prior to’ that dates. 
AGENCY —_LLK(2x%) yh 


REQ. REC'D 


bk) 0 2 @- Gayosay 
i COPIES OF THIS REPORT pera? | : 
is Bureau (100-142323) (RM) [go oct “18 1955 : ERs 


\ ¢ ’, : 
3 = New York (400-637 5) of wh ee met ae 
x : ; po bs eA an 
“SOPIES DES wer eee : (' — yey —_____ 
AL of fs ; D2) A. ‘ ; nan AR =} el 


OF ph RPS ot Oe ie 
PTE ee 
SED TORYOR BYE 


ae y art i ; 
PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE wy A WHE FB] AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 


AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 


. UU, 9. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-~-59255-2 
s 


mae Se etree t SN 4 Bia ty ait me per iete = Sneed Noes a sega NRE SE a, Mae eh lees eon, Mbeya ek 


! WW 41493 Docld: 34283484 Page 208 ; 


oy 
oY 


es ae 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION és - 


f 


” 


f4 
. a 


Pe 


NY 10063755 


_ Employment 


Tel, who was in a position to furnish reliable 
information, made available documents on September 7 through 9 
and 13, 1955, reflecting that LEON NELSON, 1985 East 15th | 
Street, Brooklyn, New york, was employed by the New york 
State Communist Party (CP), 268 7th Avenue, New York; New . 
york, as of August 2, 1954. 


T-2, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised in May, 1955, that the subject had been employed 
eke New York State CP during the period July through September, 
19540 

Te3, who was in a position to furnish reliable 
information, advised on May 3, 1955, that LEON NELSON, who was 
at the headquarters of the New York State CP on that date had 
stated that he had discussed the need for a District Organizer. 
in New York as well as the possibility of bringing in an pee 
Executive Secretary for New York. According to T-3, NELSON 
stated that he did not consider himself adequate in this 
situation and preferred to resume his post as Organizational - LN 
Secretary o , a : o> og ~ 
BS . ; oy 

T-4., who was in a position to furnish reliable informa- 
tion, advised on July 19, 1955, that he had heard PHIL BART. 
remark on that date that the subject was to be Executive 
Secretary during the time that another individual, name not 
mentioned, was Organizational Secretary. , 


Regarding PHIL BART, it is noted that T-7, who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised in February, 
1955, that the "current operating national CP, USA leadership" 
‘then included PHIL BART, who was Organizational Secretary and. a 
Treasurer, as well as in charge of the CP Reserve Fund. 


It is to.be noted that as set forth hereinafter T=3 
and Te5, both of whom were in a position to furnish reliable 
information, have, at various times during the approximate 
period March 8 through September 8, 1955, furnished information 
reflecting the subject's presence at the headquarters of the 
New York State cP, 268 7th Avenue, New York, New York. 


ao O 
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It is further noted that T-6, who has mapnt ened not 
reliable information in the past, on May 27, 1955, described wet 
the subject as the Organizational bee Ss of the New York ay 
District of the CP at that time. - Be 


7 AFFILIATION WITH: THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 
cP Activities aad Associations 


The CP has been destenated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


As mentioned previously, 7 T-6, on May 27, 1955, 
described the subject as Organizational Secretary of the New 
york District of the CP at that time. a 


T-3 advised on March 8, 1955, that the subject, 
while at New york State CP Headquarters, had remarked that he 
would be unable to obtain automobile insurance under his true 
name and that any insurance obtained otherwise would be 
worthless in the event of an accident inasmuch as the fact that 
he ied falsified the record t6 obtain insurance would be discovered. 


p-3 advised on April 18, 1955, that the subject my 
on that date, while at New York State CP Headquarters, 268 

7th Avenue, New York, New York, stated that the reorganization 

report must contain the idea of how well the Party has carried 

out the line on Fascism, war and so forth and what some of the 

Party weaknesses were in carrying out this lines 


According to T= -3, NELSON cont invw d by viattae that 
the idea of the reorganization report was to get across the. 
notion of winning the membership to the Party line. NELSON . 
said that the report should concentrate on the fight for the line 
of the Party, obtaining membership confidence, industrial 
concentration, the fight for the Party as an organization and 
the fight for mass policyo 
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poi advised on April 20, 1955, ‘that PHIL BART,-previous- 
cAponentSuadht, discussed on that date a proposal to the effect 
that a working commission of seven people including the subject 
and other "top people" be set up in order to bring the Party 
in closer touch with most parts of the country. 


T-3 advised on April 22, 1955, that the subject had 
stated that he was preparing a report at that time regarding the 
fight for the Party line, the estimate of the time in which 
we live, industrial concentration and the fight for Party 
membership, clubs, sections, literature and presse . 


T-3 advised on May 2, 1955, that the subject was 
at New York State CP Headquarters on that date, at which. time 
he remarked that he had attended a meeting of Regional Organizers 
a the Bronx on the previous daye 


T-3 advised on May 27, 1955, that the Basal aurine 
a mee ting which took place at New York State CP Headquarters, 
discussed the leadership of the New York State organization and 
called attention to a definite weakening in the upstate area. 


T-6 advised.on June 17, 1955, that the subject was 
\ ons of the four CP leaders scheduled to go to Detroit, Michigan, 
on about June_20, 1955- T-6 stated that these four leaders- 
would constitute a national commission on organization appointed 
by the National Administrative Committee of the CP to go to Detroit 
as an inspection team to review all phases of the CP organization, 
factionalism and strategy in industry, due to the fact that the 
Detroit district was having difficulties, particularly in the 
matter of organizatione T-6 advised that CLAWE LIGHTFOOT and PHIL 
] BART were also members of this Zroupe ; 
i " 


Me6 advised on January 10, 1955, that Sees 
was then one of the four menbers of the National Secretariat, 
CP, United States of Americae 


T-3 advised on June 2, 1955, that the subject, while 
at New York State CP Headquarters on.that date, had stated that 
he would be going to Detroit on June 20 in connection wi th a 
union matter. 


~ yaw 
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tT-8, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on June 22, 1955, that a special meeting was 
held on June 2',.1955, at 77 Sth Avenue, New York City, to 
which ‘spé¢étai--Party people" had been called by the New York 
State CP to form a New York defense organization to serve on the 
"defense army" of the CP locally. T-8 noted that 15 long-time 
Communists were invited to this. meeting but that only 11 were 
present including the subject.. T-8 stated that during this 
meeting the subject pledged that the new organization would 
receive full cooperation from the CP on "all levels", and that 
he, the subject, had in mind-.a full-time organizer who would 
be able to start working as such within a few weeks.o 


T-l. advised on July 8, 1955, ‘that the subject, while 
at CP National Headquarters on that date, discussed the new 
Sports Editor of the "Daily Worker" o. 


The "Daily worker" is an Bast Coast Communist daily 
newspapers : 


T=3 advised on August 15, 1955, that the subject at 
‘New York State CP Headquarters discussed Party registration and 
the Press Drive which would take place around December 15, 1955. 


T-3 advised on August 2), 1955, that the subject was 
Chairman of a meeting held on that date at New York State cP 
Headquarters, 268 7th Avenue, New York City. 


T-3 advised on August -31, 1955, that the subject at 
the conclusion of a Regional Organizers meeting, which was held | 
on that date at New York State CP Headquarters, stated that | 
both the "national and state staff" had agreed to recommend 
GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY. for the position of District Organizer. 

The subject added that as'a result of several “returning comrades" 
there would be a strengthening of all county organizations. 


_ GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY was convicted of conspiracy to 
violate ‘the Smith Act of 1940 in the case entitled "United States 
versus Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, et al" in the United States 
District Court, Southern District of New York, on January el, 

- 1953, and following a United States Supreme Court denial of Petition 
of Certiorari, CHARNEY was remanded to the custody of the United 


BB ie 
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States Marshal in New York City on January 11, 1955.5 on 

January 31, 1955, he was incarcerated in the Federal Penitentiary 
at Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. Following the filing of a. motion 
for.a new trial on the basis that HARVEY M. MATUSOW, a Government 
witness, had lied during his Smith Act trial in 1952-1953, . 
Federal Judge EDWARD J. DIMOCK granted a motion for a new trial 


1955, on $5,000 bond. 


[+4 advised on March 15, 1955," that MARTHA STONE on 
that date had told LEON NELSON, while he was at National cP 
Headquarters, 268 7th Avenue, New York City, that he had a 
standing imitation to attend "N.a.c." mee tings on every other 
Tuesday. : : 

; It is to be noted that T-6 advised on March 3, 1955, that 
the subject attended a meeting of the National Administrative 
Committee of the CP on that date. T-6 described the National ~ 
Administrative Committee as the Naeioue Committee of the cP in 


Greeutses 


goneraine MARTHA STONE, it is noted that T- advised 
on March 11, 1955, that MARTHA STONE was then a member of the 
National Secretariat of the CP and the: National Adminis trative 
Committee of the CP. 


‘7-9, who has furnished Ro Liane: Waroemetion in the past, 
advised on December 10, 1954, that MARTHA STONE was known to 
him as a member of the National Conmittee, CP, United Statesof 
Americae 


T-l) advised on March 23, 1955, that he had heard MARTHA 
STONE advise LEON NELSON on that date that the next National 
Administrative Committee meeting would take up trade union unity 
and that two weeks later they would take up Party organizations 

Tel) advised on May 23, 1955, that the subject had 
conferred with MARTHA STONE at National Headquarters, CP, United 
States of America, 268 7th Avenue, New york City, on that date. 


T-3 advised on March 2), 1955, that the subject had 
conferred with GEORGE MORRIS at New York State CP Headquarters 
on that date. 


—BZie 
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_ 7-10, who has furnished reliable&\information in the 
past, advised on April 29, 1955, that GEORGEAMORRIS was then . 
euployed—as—the—Labor_Editorof "The Worker" and the "Daily | 


Worker. : Vi Ys ae 
‘ fs 


. "The worker" is the Sumiay edition of the "paily . 
Worker", previously mentiomd, : 


T-3 advised on April 22, 1955, that during a meeting 
at New York GP Headquarters on that date the subject suggested 
that the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee (ECLC) hold a 
testimonial affair for HARRY SACHER. 


LOUIS BUDENZ, former Managing Editor. of the "Daily 


Worker", who has furnished reliable information\in-the past, 


advised on June 4, 1947, that he had known HARRYGACHER, Attorney, . 
to be a member of the cP for many years. According to BUDENZ, 
SACGHER told him that ne came out of the ranks of the Young 


Communist Leagues (YCL). ye Yh 


fhe YCL has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10,50. 


Regarding the ECLC, it is noted that the "Daily Worker" 
issue of October 18, 1951, page one, columns four and five, in 
an article entitled "150 Noteables Form Emergency Civil Liberties 
Committee", it was reflected that the formation of the ECLC had 


‘occurred on October 17, 1951. It was stated that the purposes 


of the organization would be to help mobilize public opinion in 
support of the traditional American Constitutional guarantees 

of civil liberties ami to render aid to the victims of abridgment 
of these liberties in politics, education and the professionse 
The founders, according to this article, included more than 50 
members of the clergy and many educators and professionals. 


Writing in the August, 1954, issue of "Political 
Affairs", ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, CP functionary convicted for 
violation of the Smith Act of 1940 on January 21, 1953, in 
United States District Court, Southern District of New York, 
referred to the ECLC as one of the "forces carrying on the defense 
of the Bill of Rights todaye 
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Regarding "Political Affairs", the following appears 
in a booklet entitled "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications", prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 


American Activities, United States House of Representatives, . 
May 14, 19553 : 


"POLITICAL AFFAIRS 


"1. Cited as an tofficial Communist Party monthly eseskicds organe! 
‘political Affairs, formerly known. as The Communist, "a. maga- 
zine of the theory and practice of ‘Marxism-Leninism published 
monthly by the Communist Party of the United States of 
America," now calls itself "a magazine devoted to the theory 
and practice of Marxism-Leninism." Its chief editor is Eugene 
Dennis, executive secretary of the party.! 

"(Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, Ree 
port No. 1920, May 11, 1948, ppe 5 and 36; also cited in 
Report Noe 209, April 1, 1947, pe 25.) 

"2. New name for the monthly ideological publication of the Commu- 
nist Party, the Communist. 

“California Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, 
1948, pe ee 


T-3 advised on April 29, 1955, that the subject, while 
at New york State cP Headquarters on that date, mentioned that 
GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY would return as ‘District Shean aces. New York 
State, on May 9, 19556 . 


GEORGE BLAKE ‘CHARNEY has been previously mentioned . in 
this report. 


T~3 advised on May 6,,1955, that the sabaece conferred 
with LILLIAN GATES and JOHN LAVIN. at New York ‘State CP Beagouen ters 
on that date. 


The "Daily Worker" idsue of February & 1950, page five, 
column one, identified LILLIANJGATES as the Legislative Secretary 


of the New. York State OP. ides Oar ir 


Tell, who has furnished reliable information, in the 
past, made available informtion reflecting that JOH VIN was 
Chairman of the Westchester County CP_in 1950. Wie : 


T-3 advised on May 16, 1955, that the subject conferred 
with IRVING GOFF, New york State, cP Headquarters, on that date. 
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_ ‘f-12, who was in a position to furnish reliable oe 
it infarmation, made available material on ye 4, 1955, indicating 


that*NELLIE, 1985 East 15th Street, NI 5-1682, was known to Lae 
7 af . ff io ; i ral a 
IRVING GOFF. : Sb ppetot yay Veigy oo 


The 19551956 telephone directory of the New York 
City Telephone Company for the Borough of Brooklyn reflects 
a listing for LEON NELSON at 1985 East 15th Street, telephone 
‘number Nightingale 5-1682. : . 


T-13, who was in a position to furnish reliable 
information regarding IRVING GOFF, advised in 1955 that GOFF 
was then active in the penetration of the steel industry in 
the Buffalo, New York area for the Communist Paxty Uydergrounde 

T-3 advised on August 8,'1955, that BO PEL conferred — 
with the subject at New York State CP Headqu mane that date. 

vee 


7-8 advised in 1951 that ROBERW/4PPEL had been __ 
replaced as. Organizational secretary_of t heNBronx..County...c-P 
‘and was then employed in an unknown capacity with the New York 


county CP. oe MES 4 


JT=2 advised on August 7, 1953, that: ROBERT APPEL was 
a paid employee of the New York county CP as of December, 1952.6 


special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
New York, observed the subject in contact with CHARLES LOMAN 
on August 25, 1955, in Brooklyn, New York o 


. JOHN LAUTNER, a CP member for over twenty years, who 
at the time of his expulsion from thes CP in January, 1950 was 
L Chairman of the Review Commission, w York State CP, advised 
on October 3, 1950, that CHARLESS,0MAN was reported to be the 
organizational Secretary..of..the Kings countycP. in January, 1950. 
; pes ai 
T-14, who has furnished retiadle information in the 
past, advised on August 29, 1955, that the subject had been in 
commbiacton with raNAMTUBypePETLLO, the_ Chairman of the Onondaga 
county CP, on August 23,/.1955. Tel stated that the subject 


ee 


ae ie 
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indicated his residence. as 1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, 
New Yorke : 


- T-3 also advised that the subject was present at 
New York State CP Headquarters, 268 7th Avenue, New York City, 
on the dates indicated below: . 


April 4, 9, 13, 25, 28, 29; May 3, 4, 5, 5, 9, 10, 
25, 31; June 9, 21; July ly, 1955. 4 

T=-S advised that the subject was present at New York 
State CP Headquarters on the dates indicated below; 
| . “May 11, 19; July 11; August 9, 2h, 25, 30; September l, 
8, (1955- ‘ , : 


tT-l, advised the subject was present at National 
Headquarters, CP, United States of America on July 6, 19556 


Zt 
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INFORMANTS 


Identity 
of Source 


a? FOIA (b) CT) = (D) 


ae al 
pate of activi ty Guts Received Agent to File No. 
And/or Description ~ Whom Where 
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_ Employment | a 9/7-9 513/55 
Siplegmane’ May, 1955 Baltimore let 100063755, 
ae captioned CP, -508 
USA-Organization, 
Is-C, dated 
3 5/27/55 
Used to document ROBERT APPEL 
"Position: in ms 6/3/55 
3/8/55 ° 38/5 
Wc eee en | 
/2u/55. 5/24/55 
5/27/55 5/27/55 
J2/5 6/2 
8/15/55 8/15/55 
8/24/55 Be Wid 
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3/24/55 - Weetee 
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5/16/55 5/16/55 
Wee ie 
4/9/55 479/55 
4/13/55 4/13/55 
eee Wedtea 
4/29/55 4/29/55 
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INFORMA NTS (CONT INUED ) 


Identity — 
of source 


T-3. (cont inued) 


T=6 
0G 582h-s 


————a 
“Sg 


Date of Activity . 
‘And/or Description 
ofr poe ormetlons 


5/36/55 


ae 
Position ‘in . 


3/8 55 


Position in 


CP 


Re Detroit _ 
Problem 


“Date Reserved Agent to 


- 5/3-6/58 
5/9,10/55 


ge FOTA(b) (7). =: (D) 
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oak 34765 
6/9 (55 


6/21 
7/1, ze 


7/19/55 


5/19/55 
Gu 
8/9/55 


55 
3/8 /% 


5/27/55 | 


6/17/55 


toads No 8 

Whom Whe r 
Furnished neaniea 

SA JOHN E. 100-63755 
KEATING 

(orally) 
SA JOHN BE. 100-63755=10 
KEATING ‘ 
(orally) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONTINUED) 


INFORMANTS (CONT INUED) 


ived agent to File No. 
; Whom Whe re 
Furnishsd Located 


Identity. Date of Activity Date R 

of Source And/or Description ~ 
of Information ~— 

T-6 (continved) , Used to documnt chav DE LIG HP FOOT 


SA JOHN B. 100-63755- 


Re NeA.C. 
/ KEATING 331 
. o (orally) 
T~7 Pac to document PHIL BART 
NY 694-3 ee a ss 
ES age ees | 
6/1/58 _ : 
Fa used to ocument ROBERT APPEL “ 
ce ° document MARTHA STONE 
— Used to document GEORGE MORRIS 
— to document JOHN LAVIN | - 
! ay, ce Oe 
| = are, to document IRVING GOFF 
Re NAT 8/29/55 SA GEORGE P. 100~63755- 
ZEPPETELLO SIMPSON and =—ss«518 
SA ROBERT S. 
REA 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONTINUED) 
INFORMANTS (CONTINUED) a 


Careful ‘considération ee been given to sean source 
concealed and "TT" symbols were utilized in this report only 
in those instances where the identities of the sources. must 
be concealedo a 


MISCELLANEOUS 


> advised SA BOYNTON C. LEONARD on 9/8/55, that 
the records of the New York State Department of Placement and 
Unemployment reflect that LEON NELSON, Social Security Number. 
130-07-1339, was employed by the New York state cP during the. 
i year 195 and received remuneration in the’ amount of $1,700. 
1 | The Albany Office has advised that the above inf@mtion is not 
to be disseminated outside of the Bureau by report or otherwise. 


Special Agents, mentioned as observing the sub ject on 
8/25/55, were JOSEPH J. MAC FARLANE and JOSEPH T. O'LEARY. 


LEON NELSON is a key figure inne New. York Office and the 
Security Imex Card is current and accurate. 


f' LEAD © 


NEW YORK 
At New York, New York 


whether subject is presently Executive. or Organizational Secretary 
of the New York State CP. 


| will contact logical informants in an effort to determine 
REFERENCE. Report of SA WILLZAM M. DREW, New York, dated 6/30/55. 
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Form No. 1 r 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 


BUFFALO, NEW YORK |11/30/55 6/e/dis9 20, 


gil,15, 
TITLE ff : 
Base 


REPORT MADE BY 


JEROME C. O'HANLON JMH 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


\f" / SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject in June and September, 19555 
visited IRVING GOFF at Buffalo, New York. 
. On 6/12/55, subject observed by Agents 
of the FBI to meet with Underground functionary in Buffalo. On 
9/20/55, subject attended section meeting of the CP in Buffalo, and 
by on 9/21/55, attended Monroe County CP meeting in Rochester, New York 


wy 
- RUC - f 
DETALLS?: AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITIES 


T-1, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on February 11, 1955, that JOSEPH NAHEM had 
recently turned over to LEON NELSON of New York City the sum of 
£108.64 as Communist Party (CP) dues from the Western New York 
State area for the month of October, 195l. 


‘ The CP is an organization that has been 
cited by the Attorney General of the United States as coming within 
the purview of Executive Order 10450. 


UN 
T-2, who has furnished reliable information 


in the past, advised that JOSEPH NAHEM during the, epiod that the! 
eee ~ . aC iN rAd foe 
/ Be 


PQ. REC'D _ ‘| base ist | txt. 
a MNS 


TATE FORW. AP eee eee 
OW FORW. 


OO aa ee 


APPROVED AND 


SPECIAL AGENT 


PEOVER 7 Aan So Nor mnie In THESE SARS 
Mb) lf te 24 pecorpen - 34 | 
I. Bureat (100-142323) (RM) fs fe INDEXED - 34 
"3 New York (100-63755) (RM)| # fA. 2 28, SITY | 
2 Buffalo (100-1066) ae 3 ae 
e WHICH LOAN) PLIES Oy 10 eee Re ape TRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE AGENCY 
a ae 
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\f above funds were transferred, was participating in the 
a CP Underground. In April, 1955, NAHEM assumed his true 
identity, and is currently the Educational Director of 

the Upstate County, New York State CP. 


, T=-3, who has furnished reliable information in 

the past, advised in June, 1955, that on June 12, 1955, LEON 
NELSON arrived in Buffalo, New York, and planned to remain 
in Buffalo for two days at the residence of IRVING GOFF. 
According to this informant,, NELSON departed from Buffalo 
for New York. City early on the morning of June 14, 1955.« 


T+, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised that IRVING GOFF is currently the Organizer 
for the Upstate County, New York State CP. According to _ 
the informant, GOFF assumed his true identity in-May, 1955, 
after spending approximately three years in the CP Underground. 


pit 
ae 


On June 13, 1955, Agents of the FBI observed LEON 
_JELSON and IRVING GOFF depart from the residence of EVELYN 
_#TSAL, 3h, Butler avenue, and progeed in GOFF'S automobile™ 
. to the downtown area of Buffalo LKeter parking the vehicle 
ee GOFF and NELSON then circulated through a number of depart- 
i ment. stores and then proceeded on foot to the intersection 
of Main and Eagle Streets, where at approximately 4:00 peme, 
they met a CP Underground functionary. The three individuals 
then went to the Home Dairy, 321 Main Street. They remained 
at the Home Dairy for approximately two hours and upon leaving 
the Underground functionary separated from GOFF and NELSON, 
and NELSON and GOFF were later observed entering GOFF'S resi- 
dence at 179 Butler Avenue, Buffalo. 


Tommie 


T-5, wno has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised in August, 1955, that EVELYN IRSAY is the 
Organizational Secretary for the Upstate County, New York 
Sta ee Se a 

Te3 advised on September 20, 1955, that on that | 
date subject arrived at the residence of IRVING GOFF and turned 
over to GOFF the sum of $2,000.00 which he brought from 
Schenectady and Syracuse, New York, for the. JOHN NOTO bail 

s fund. According to the informant, subject planned to remain 
in Upstate New York for approximately two days and then return 
to New York City. a : 
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A Federal Grand Jury at Buffalo, New York 
returned a Secret Indictment on November 8, 195, charging 
JOHN FRANCIS NOTO with violation of Section 2385, Title 
18, United States Code, the Membership Section of the 
Smith Act of 190. . 


On August 31, 1955, NOTO was arrested by Special 
Agents of the FBI in Buffalo. His bail was set at $30,000.00 
and $60,000.00 property bond. — : 
T-6, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on September 29, 1955, that on September 
20, 1955, subject in the company of IRVING GOFF, attended. 
a CP section meeting of the Erie County CP in the Buffalo 
area. According to the informant, LEON NELSON was intro- 
duced as the New York State Executive Secretary of the CP. 
He delivered a talk on the importance of the Geneva Conference 
to the CP movement. : 


T-7, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on September 23, 1955, that on the evening 
of September 21, 1955, subject in the company of IRVING 
GOFF attended a Monroe County: CP Committee meeting in Rochester, 
New York. According to the informant, LEON NELSON spoke 
on the question of the Geneva Conference, and the resulting 
decrease in east - west tensions. .He said because of the 
changes for the better in the fight for civil liberties in 
general, it had created conditions for the Party to emerge 
from its isolation of these types of movements. He spoke 
on the need to develop a real struggle to return the Democratic 
Party to its former role of a Progressive - Liberal organization, 
and added that at present the Republican leadership of President 
EISENHOWER represented to the people a major step in the direction 
of peace and prosperity. NELSON further called for the bolstering 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People. According to T-7, subject after the meeting went to 
the New York Central Railroad Terminal at Rochester, New York, 
and indicated that he was returning by train to New York City. 
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. [a July 1k, 19333 eepeetea’) a conver- 
sation between IRVING and SOPH oncerning. faction=- 
alism in the CP. According tol sss | IRVING GOFF 

told his wife SOPHIE that the Information he was furnishing 
her was told to him by NELLIE. (presumed to be LEON NELSON). 

The details of this information have py ously, been furnished 
to the New York Office. — ; 


Shortly after this coe enatien, LEON NELSON arrived 
at GOFF'S residence and they then discussed the arrests of 
various CP leaders, especially the arrest of a leader in New 
York City on September 19, 1955, who had just come into. the 
open apparatus and visited CP Headquarters. This probably 
refers to MAX WEISS. “BERNIE. then mentioned that ED STRONG. 
is also walking around now for about three weeks. ‘his last 
sentence appears to mean that ED STRONG has. assumed his true 
identity and was then engaged in the CP open apparatus 


Followin this: conversation LEON wetsox[ | 
discussed the apprehension. o 
JOHN NOTO and the aifficulty in raising the $30,000.00 for bail. 


The CP Underground functionary described in the 
details of this report is LEOPOLD GOLDBERG. 


The Agents who ébserved LEON NELSON and IRVING GOFF 
contact LEOPOLD GOLDBERG on June 13, 1955, at Buffalo, New 
York, were SAS BIRL WILSON, ALAN G. SENTINELLA, GORDON J. 
LACEY, FRANCIS D. CONNERS, GEORGE J. VOPAL and JOHN S. RASMOVICH. 


INFORMANTS 
Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized in the report only in 
those instances where the identities of the sources must be 
concealed. 
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Date of peer a ee - Agent to 
Identity And/or ae aor Date z whom 
of Source of Information— Rec!de Furnished | 


Anonymous 
Te? a “Documentation of ‘JOSEPH _NAHEM. 


= onelss. 


9/20/58 


Onym 


Sa of EVELYN IRSAY. 
onymous —— _ 


9/20/58, 9/29/55 GEORGE. A. 
Gry Section Meeting LANKES , 
Written 
“92/55, 9/23/55 MARK H. 
CP Meeting, ; TUOHEY, JR., 
BOUBee ers New York Written 
REFERENCE 


New York letter to Buffalo dated 10/6/55. 
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Office Menirandum > UNITED si'ATES GOVERNMENT Y 


TO : DIRE TOR, FBI (100-142323) DATE: 1/6/56 . 
of : . SAC, NEW YORK (100263755) f 
dV" supyEcr:  LEONNELSON, . S7959 


Is -¢ 


Reference report of SA WILLIAM MC DREW, JR., dated _ 


no 7 2 
On 12/8/55; oa (s82es% advised that NELSON was then 
Organizational Secretary of the New York District of the CP». 


Since NELSON'S position in the CP has been deter- 
mined, this case is being placed in a pending inactive statudo 
Reports will be submitted every six months in accordance with 
instruction elatin oO Key. Figure cases. The SI card has been 
reviewed an s correct. 

@ - Bureau (100-142323) (RM) 
- NY 100-63755 = 


KRB:hdb 
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coe NW 
RECORDED-53 120 -142323 - /' a . 
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SOUAN 121958, 
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Date 


4/18/56 


Report made by 


ARTHUR S. BENNETT 


Reporting Office 


NEW YORK 
TITLE OF CASE 


@ 
‘LEON NELSON, was 


f 


Subject resides Apartment 5E, 1985 East 15th Street, 

Brooklyn, NY. Source advised subject on payroll of New . 

York State CP. Sources advised subject is Organizational 

Secretary of New York District CP; Secretary New York State 

CP Jewish Commission; attended meeting of North Eastern 

Sub-District, New York State CP, North of Troy, NY on. 

9/12/55; was present at a meeting at CP, USA Headquarters, 

NYC, conducted by CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, CP District Organizer, 

T1linois- Indiana CP District on 6/10/55; addressed a 

meeting at New York State CP Headquarters, NYC, on 

9/16/55. Subject observed entering building where CP, i 

USA and New York State CP Headquarters are located, on a 
eA? . 


Synopsis: 


numerous occasions. 


: : i 
A Special Agent Do not write in spaces below 


j- Bureau "cei 


New York (100-63755) an v Po! - : 
KOT 2nBaEHeiae| AG te 191986 { ae “40 
tes Snyp PROHEL, ean WEC,A = : =o _ ye Le 


? FBI_-_Thts r epor rt 


MAYS ; B56 \ 


vir U. S. GOVERNMENT erintil Yer iees 7 


} Nw 41493 Docld:34283484 Page 228 — 
q 


NY 100-63755 


DETATLS: 
At New York 

I. BACKGROUND 
a) Residence 


HERBERT WENZEL, Superintendent, 1985 Rast 15th 
Street, Brooklyn, New York, advised SA RICHARD A. DONOVAN 
on January 30, 1956, that the subject resides at that address, 
WENZEL was recontacted on February 17, 1956, by SA DONOVAN 
and advised that the subject and his wife, and their two children, 
still reside in Apartment 5E, 1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, 
New York, 


b) Employment 


T-1, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on December 8, 1955, that the subject was 
at that time Organizational Secretary of the New York District 
of the Communist Party (CP). © , = 


T-2, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on November 17, 1955, that as of November, 
1955, the subject was on the payroll of the New York State 
CP, receiving a salary of approximately $50.00 per week. 


Il, APFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 


T-3, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised on geptember 19, 1955, that LEON NELSON, who 
was introduced as "NELLIE from the State," was present at 
a meeting on a farm north of Troy, New York on September 12, 
1955. At this meeting, NELSON discussed the Geneva Conference 
and the part the United States and Russia played, and the 
effect of the conference on the working peoples. 


NELSON stated that the Geneva Conference would not 
have succeeded unless the CP had pushed the people to get in 
back of the governments and keep swinging toward peaceful 
co-existence and the abolition of the H-Bomb. He stated that 
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the coalition of the Negroes, farmers and laboring classes 
was necessary to accomplish this and the "comrades" must get 
active in mass organizations such as the Democratic: Party, the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 
and to keep working for these accomplishments. He stated 
that the Geneva Conference would be a topic of discussion 
for the State Commission, the Sub-District Commission and the 

CP cells, and articles will appear in "Political Affairs" 

for the next several weeks. He stated that a final program 

| will then be worked out by the Party om the Geneva Conference 
and publicized. : 


Informant advised that NORMAN WOHLBERG was present 
at the meeting and stated that this meeting was an "enlarged 
Sub-District Committee meeting,"and that he, WOHLBERG, had 
been chairman of the North Eastern Sub-District and that 
this was the first meeting of its size in four or five, years. 


In regard to "Political Affairs", 1t isstovbe noted 
that it has been cited as an “official CP monthy theoraéical 
organ," by the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
on May .11, 1948 and April 1, 1947. 

? 
T-3, advised on September 19, 1955, that NORMAN 
1 ' S¢WOHLBERG had announced at a meeting held on September T2, 1955, 
| tHat he bad been chairman of the North Eastern Sub-Dis trict 
_ of the New York State Communist Party until the Summer of 


1955 


T-l, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised on June 10, 1955, that LEON NELSON attended a 
meeting on that date at CP National Headquarters, and that the 
meeting was directed by CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, who stated that the 
i | meeting was an outgrowth: of discussions held inthe past year 
| on disagreements in'Negro worke : 


CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT was sentenced to five years imprisonment 
and fined $5,000 in the United States District Court, Chicago, 
Illinois, on February 15, 1955, for violation of the Smith Act, 

in that he was a member of..the CP, knowing that the CP taught 
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7 Oo 
and ‘advocated the overthrow and destruction of the Government 
of the United States by force and violence. Es 
, Se 
Texel, advised on December 8, 1955, that CLAUDE S 


LIGHTFOOT was then District Organizer of the Tllinois-Indiana 
District of the CP. 


Toh, advised on September 16, 1955, that LEON 

, \ /: NELSON, the Spen Secretary of the New York State CP, 

X/ addressed a meeting at CP National Headquarters, on that 
date, and that NELSON announced that he and MARTHA STONE UA 
had reached the following conclusions: 


\ 
1) to try to eliminate the eeetoas of the Party 
“ . altogether, and to remove the one rung between 
the County and the lower bodies 


2) to place political emphasis on section 
organization as a political body is responsible 
to give guidance and build the Party clubs 


3) section organizations must have full cadre * 
to give full attention to this job. 


MARTHA STONE was convicted in the United States 
District Court in New Haven, Connecticut on March 29, 1956, 
for violation of the Smith Act of 190. 


T=, advised on October 21, 1955, that LEON NELSON 
at New York State CP Headquarters, advised that there would be a 
conference concerning all organizations, sections, members of 
the staff and one or two others to be held on Wednesday, 
November 2, 1955, at the Jefferson School, 


He also stated that on Monday, November ly, 1955, 
there would be a city wide functionaries meeting to be held 
at Yugoslav Hall. 


The Jefferson School of Social Science hes been 


designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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The Yugoslav-American Cooperative Home, Inc. has 
been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
puseaant to Executive Order 1050. 


T-S5, who has furnished reliable information in the mace 
past, advised on October 26, 1955, that a meeting of the New Bs 
York State Board of the CP was held that date in a meeting 
room of the National Theatre Building, 111 East Houston Street, 

New York City. 


Special Agents of the FBI observed the sabines 
entering the National Theatre Building on October 26, 1955, 
at 10:12 a.m. and to leave at 12:29 p.m. He was observed 
the same date to re-enter the National Theatre Building at 
1:15 pom. and to leave at 5:20 Doms 


T-6, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past made available on November 29, 1955, a letter 
dated November 9, 1955, and signed by the National Administration 
Committee, CP, United States of America. This letter was a 
notice that a National Conference would be held on December 3, 
4,5, 1955, at the Yugoslav Hall, 405 West hist Street, New \ 
York City. The agenda as listed wouid be: : _ 


1) Significance of Geneva 
2) Electional policy and task for 1956 
3) Youth work 


Special Agents of the FBI, observed the subject | 
entering Yugoslav Hali, 405 West yist Street, New York City, 
at 10:1) a.m. on December 3, 1955. 


‘Special Agents of the FBI, observed TRON NELSON in 
attendance at a gathering that greeted GIL GREEN who surrendered | 
at the United States Court House, Foley Square, New York City, 
approximately i¢2 noon on February 27, 1956. 


The subject was also observed at the United States 
Court House, Foley Square, New York on March 5, 1956, to greet 
HENRY WINSTON, the Communist fugitive who surrendered that date 
to the United States Attorney. 
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_ GIL GREEN is a member of the National Board of eee 
the CP United States of America and the Illinois State Chariman ie 
of the CP who was indicted on July 20, 1948, for violation of > 
the Smith Act of 1940 and convicted in the United States District 
Court, Southern District of New York, on October 14, 1949. 

On Oc tober 21, 1949, he was sentenced to 5 years imprisonment and 
fined #10, 000. 


HENRY WINSTON was convicted in the United States 
District Court, Southern District of New York on October lj, 
1949 for violation of the Smith Act of 1940. On October 21, 
1949, he was sentenced to five years imprisonment and fined 
ws 000. 


T-7, who-has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised on February 17,, 1956, that he knows LEON NELSON 
to currently head the New York State CP Jewish Commission with 
the title of Secretary. 


T-7, when recontac ted on March 8, 1956, advised 
that LEON NELSON was still the Secretary of the New York State 
CP Jewish Commission. 


The subject was observed by Special Agents ae the FBI, 
to enter and leave 575 6th Avenue or 101 West 16th Street, 
New York City on numerous occasions between February. ls 1956 to 
the present. . 


It is to be noted that the address of 575 6th Avenue - 
and 101 West 16th Street, New York City are entrances to the 
Jefferson School of Social Science, wherein CP United States 
of America Headquarters and the New York State CP poeeduenvene 
have been located since February l, 1956. 


The subject was observed by Special Agents of the 
FBI, either entering or leaving the address 268 7th Avenue, 
New York City, on numerous occasions from October 19, 1955, 
to February 1, 1956. 


It is to be noted that the address 268 7th Avenue, 
New York City, was the entrance to the CP United States of America 
Headquarters and the New York State CP Headquarters until these 
headquarters were moved to the Jefferson School of Social Science 
buflding at 575 6th Avenue, on February 1, 1956. 
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INF ORMANTS ; a 
Identity:of Date of Activity Date Agent to | File Number 
Source or Description o Becetied ie whom’ where located 
of Information a e we furnished a a 
T-1, Subject ee ee ns JOHN E. KEATING CG 134-46 
CG 582h- -S Secre ae alicia ag : 
12/8/55 Paes 
Documentation, of OLAUDE LIGHTFOOT . 


Prete ‘gs aid a 11/17/58 
Oct. 1955" a 


9/35. he Wises. Boe a | 
ei ae 2 MARGISON : 


Documenta tion of NORMAN WOHLBERG 


LALAS . 
10/26/55 10/26/55 


© 12/3,4,5/55 "11/29/55 


| T-7 es Secretary of NY 2/17 7a (ARTHUR P. -1.00-63755-816 


aes State CP Jewish 3/8/5 / -HRALY 
a Commission a 


Careful= consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized in this report only in 
instances where the identity of the source must be concealed. 
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INFORMANTS (CON'T) 


oe 


. The following Special Agents of the FBI observed 
subject enter or leave CP Headquarters on dateg indicated: 


October 19, 1955 
October 24, 1955 
Qctober 25, 1955 
October 27, 1955 
October 28, 1955 
October 31, 1955 
November 1, 1955 
November 3, 1955 
November 4, 1955 
November 7, 1955 
November 8, 1955 
November 14, 1955 

' November 17; 1955 
November 28, 1955 
November 29, 1955 
December 2, 1955 
December 8, 1955 
Décember 13, 1955 
December 1h, 1955 
December 19, 1955: 
January 10, '1956 
January 14, 1956 
January 27, 1956- 
February 17, 1956 

March 2, 1956 
March 5, 1956 - 
March 12, 1956 

ie March 15, 1956 

March 28, 1956 
March 30, 1956 


MAURICE T. 
MAURICE T. 
MAURICE T. 
MAURICE T. 
MAURICE T. 
MAURICE T, 
MAURICE T. 
MAURICE T, 
MAURICE T. 
ROBERT H. 

ROBERT H. 

MAURICE T. 
MAURICE TT. 


' MAURICE T. 


MAURICE T. 
MAURICE T. 
MICHAEL D. 
MICHAEL D. 
MICHAEL D. 
MICHAEL D. 
ROBERT H. 
ROBERT Ha 
MARVIN R. 
ROBERT H. 
ROBERT H. 


. ROBERT H. 


MAURICE 1. 
MAURICE T. 
ROBERT H.; 
ROBERT H. 


BOWMAN and ROBERT H. BERTKE 
BOWMAN and ROBERT H. BERTKE 
BOWMAN and ROBERT H. BERTKE 
BOWMAN and ROBERT H. BERTKE 
BOWMAN and ROBERT H. BERTKE 
BOWMAN and HOWARD G. KINNALLY. 
BOWMAN and WILLIAM J. KENNEDY 
BOWMAN and HOWARD G. KINNALLY 
BOWMAN and HOWARD.G. KINNALLY 
BERTKE and ROBERT R.. GLENDON 
BERTKE and MARVIN R. DORAN 
BOWMAN and ROBERT. M. POWELL 
BOWMAN and MICHAEL D. MG NAMARA 
BOWMAN and MICHABL D. MC NAMARA 
BOWMAN and ROBERT H. BERTKE 
BOWMAN and ROBERT H. BERTKE 
MC. NAMARA and ROBERT H. BERTKE 
MC NAMARA and! ROBERT H. BERTKE 
MC NAMARA and WILLIAM J. HORNER 
MC NAMARA 
BERTKE and EUGENE F. FITZPATRICK 
BERTKE and MAURICE T.. BOWMAN | 
DORAN and MAURICE T. BOWMAN 
BERTKE and EDWARD J. CIBULAY 
BERTKE and GC. B. GARRISH 
BERTKE and HOWARD G. KINNALLY 
BOWMAN and MARVIN R. DORAN 
‘BOWMAN and MARVIN R. DORAN 
BERTKE and MARVIN R. DORAN 
BERTKE and THOMAS J. WALSH 


The Special Agents who observed the subject entering 
the National Theatre Building, 111 Hast Houston Street, New 
York City are as follows?! 


SA MAURICE T. 


SA ROBERT H. BERTKE 


- 8 
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The Special Agents who observed the subject entering 
Yugoslav Hall on 12/3/55, were: 


SA MAURICE T. BOWMAN SA ROBERT S. MUGAVIN 


The Special Agents who observed subject at gathering 
to greet GIL GREEN on 2/27/56, are as follows: 


SA DANIEL A, BRANT SA PAUL F. DAIR 
SA JOHN F, LANGTRY SA THOMAS E. O'CONNOR 
SA ROBERT E, RETZER 


SA DONALD E. HARTNETT observed subject at the 
gathering to greet HENRY WINSTON on 3/5/56. 


The subject's SI card has been reviewed and found 
to be correct. . I 


The subject's activities as Organizational Secretary 
NY District CP brings him within the standards for retention on 
the SI. 
LEADS 
NEW YORK 

At New York, New York 

Will follow and report subject's activities. 


REFERENCE Report of SA WILLIAM M. DREW, Iv. 10/14/55 ,New York, 
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Office Memo: undum. « UNITED STA.ES GOVERNMENT Lee 


“ 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-142323) DATE: 7/9/56 


SUBJECT: ae ON, Was 
IS-C 


Rerep of SA ARTHUR S. BENNETT dated 4/18/56 at 


Upon the submission of the referenced report, 
the subject, NELSON, was considered one of the CP officials 


[i in the NY area wherein extensive investigation should be 


eonducted in an attempt to further ascertain intelligence 
dato tues een the Party in the NY area. 

As a result of this intensifying investigation, 
the foe was placed in a pending status. 


During this period, through surveillances 
and fixed plants, it was ascertained that NELSON, who is 
a regular employee and an official of the NY State CP, follows 
a set pattern insientering and leaving NY State CP Headquarters. 
Also it has been ascertained through the use of a highly 
confidential investigative technique, that LEON NELSON does 
not maintain any records or literature pertaining to the CP i 4 , 
at his residence. : ” moh 


In view of this, as well as the extensive 
‘coverage of the subject and his place of employment, through 
highly ¢ piidepbiatcinvestigative techniques, it is not felt ; 
by the NYO"that any further intensifying investigation is 


_ necessary on this subject, and, therefore, this case will 


be placed in a pending inactive status and a report submitted — Me 
every six months as in the case of key figures, UACB. 
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e FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ae 
| CONE EDEN EAE ; 


ji Reporting Office office of age Date 4 a 3 6/32 Bs 27 56 
_ NEW YORK | NEWYORK ‘T/9j56 ets 67 23, / 
| TITLE OF CASE ' Report made by 


ARTHUR S. BENNETT jme 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


jh a : 
ae » was 


‘Synopsis: 


| ei; : : 3 5 Sy co 

\7] Subject resides Apartment 5E, 1984 E, 15th St., O° 9% io 

; B'klyn, NY. Source advised subject introduced bach i: 
at CP meeting as "State Organizational Chairman." 6 

Source advised subject was paid $50: per week for 

| 


services by NY State CP for weeks ending 1/6/56 to ue 


3/23/56. Subject spoke at meeting of Bronx County Qn 

; CP functionaries on 2/13/56 and spoke at meeting - | 

of the Kings County CP Educational Directors on 
4/5/56; spoke at meetings of Kings County CP 
‘Organizers on 3/29/56; attended a May Day Planning 
Conference on 4/92/56; observed at May Day Celebration 

at Union Square, NY on 4/30/56; observed either 

| entering or leaving building on numerous: occasions, 

| where CP, USA, and NY State CP are located. 
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DETAILS: ee 


Residence . . i 


ir Mrs. ALVIA CASIANO, wife of the superintendent 
of building at 1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, New York, 
advised on June 22, 1956, that LEON NELSON, his wife, a 
and two children reside in Apartment 5E at that address. tea oe 


Employment 


T-1, who has furnished reliable information i 
in the past, advised on April 13, 1956, that at a ie 
State Communist Party (CP) functionaries meeting held _ _ 
at the Jefferson School of Social Seience on April 7, oe 
1956, LEON NELSON was introduced as the "State Organizational 
Chairman." fa : . 

The Jefferson School of Social Science has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


T-2, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on May 15, 1956, that LEON NELSON, 
' 1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, New York, Social Security 
Number 130-07-1339, was paid the gross salary of $50 
per week by the New York State CP for the period of 
weeks ending January 6, 1956, to March 23, 1956. 


Affiliation with the Communist Movement 


T-3, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on February 23, 1956, that a 
i meeting of the Bronx County CP functionaries was held on 
February 13, 1956, at Hungarian Hall, Southern Boulevard, 
Bronx, New York Informant stated that LEON NELSON, the 
speaker, was introduced as "Secretary of the Jewish 
Commissionafthe New York State Committee of the CP." 


Informant stated that NELSON gave a one hour 
talk on the "Arab-Israel Crisis." Before going into his 


205 
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speech, NELSON urged. everyone present to read "The highly 
important Marxist monthly, ‘Jewish Life'". Informant 
continued that NELSON stated "Jewish Life" reflects the 
CP's viewpoint on Jewish questions in general and on the 
present burning issue of the Arab-Israel crisis. "'Jewish 


Life' will be of special interest to those comrades who 
work with the Jewish mass organizations." 


Informant stated that LEON NELSON's one hour 
talk on the Arab-Israel crisis consisted of the adopted 
Communist's (national and international) line on this 
question. Informant stated that NELSON spoke of 
"American imperialism which is trying to establish military 
bases in the Middle East. DULLES is protecting the oil 
interests of American 011 companies. DULLES is ready to 
sacrifice in exchange one and one-half million Jews 
of Israel, and also _bhe forty million Arabs for the oil- 
of the Middle East. 


"BEN GURION is a flunky of American-English 
imperialism." 


he Israeli Government is following the dictates 
of the American Zionist demanding a pact with Washington, 
a pact aimed against the Soviet Union. 


"The Soviet Union sees Israel as ceaen is 
today, but. the Sovidé Union is seeking peace in the | 
Middle East - this is’ the policy of the Soviet Union." 


The informant stated that what LEON NELSON 
and the CP is worried about, as obtained from LEON NELSON's 
speech, is'~The arming of Israel is an important issue 
as far as the masses are concerned - it is not the central 
issue - from one point of view it is the least important 
issue - the story must have an answer to it for the masses - 
Communists who work with Jewish masses lead in the demands 
of restricted arms for Israel - we are joining in demanding 
the sale of arms for Israel by the American Government. 
This demand must be supplemented by the following four 
points: 
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"1. Big Four o# United Nations negotiations | 
on the Middle East crisis. 


ees oe epee ee ce me me ee 
See GRA eth eee SB GA WEE Jo Sie S48 


2, Long range economic aid to Arabs and Jews. 


3. Defensive arms for Israel, and to make 
every effort for disarmament. 


4, Arab-Israeli negotiations on the refugee 
and other questions, no dismemberment of Israel.” 


T-4, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on April 5, 1956, that LEON NELSON 
was the main speaker at! tat meeting of the > ABBE, County 
CP Educational Directors, held on April 5, 195 at lele 
Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York. 


During NELSON's speech he stated that although 
there have been some basic Party documents issued since 
1950, there has not actually been a national convention 
since that time. NELSON stated that since 1950 a 
number of questions have been raised that go tosthe 
heart of the policy adopted at that time, and that, in = 
fact, a number of policy changes have been made since 
that time without the benefit of a national convention. 
NELSON stated, however, that there is a discussion now 
of organizing a national convention during the remaining 
months of 1956. NELSON continued that a reappraisel 
‘and re-evaluation of the CP programs and policies that 
have been pursued ‘in the past will be made. ‘He stated 
that as a result of the 20th Congress of the USSR, a 
new CP line. is being presented to the CPs throughout 
the world, He stated that the new CP line is changed so that 
the CPs of the world are on their own and that if policies 
pursued since the Russian Revolution of 1917 or since the 
organization of the Comintern were of a certain subordination 
of world Communist movements to the Soviet Union, then 
thishis now come to an end. Informant stated that NELSON 
then proceeded to deliver a report with the following 
points: 
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1. The relationship of the socialist to the 
capitalistic world. ~« |. 


2, An estimate of the international situation. 


3. Theoretical questions as a result of the 
20th Congress of the CP in the USSR. 


4, Questions concerning STALIN. 


Informant stated that NELSON, in his talk, 
noted that. the 20th Congress of the CP in the USSR 
had the following effect on the.CP, USA: 


; 1. A large sectton of membership were 
impressed with the advances and strength of the USSR. 


2, Deep agitation on the STALIN issue. 


be NELSON pointed out that the 20th Congress 
of the CP in the USSR highlighted the following points: 


1, The fact that Socialism is becoming a 
world system. — . 


plan in the USSR. 


53 The high economic standards achieved 
in the USSR. — - 


A 4, The existence of a belt of countries 
in the world which advocate a neutral policy in 
international policies. 


' 5. The possibility of the peaceful transition 
to Socialism in the US. 4 3 


T-4 advised on March 29, 1956, that LEON 
NELSON was introduced as the guest speaker from. the 
State Committee of the CP at a Kings County CP Organizers 
meeting held on that date at 1ele Kings Highway ,; 
Brooklyn, New York. 


t 
\n 
t 
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Informant stated that NELSON spoke on.the 
padlocking of the "Daily Worker: and its relation to 
the "Daily Worker" circulation as well as Party registration. 
NELSON pointed out in this speech that the Republican — 
and Democratic organizations in the US have never paid 
taxes since they are political parties, and that the CP 
in the US has been in existance for many years, and wntil 
now the fact that it never paid any taxes has never 
been made an issue. He commented that although the 
seizure of the CP headquarters and the "Daily Worker" 
had presented items of propaganda value in favor of the 
CP, the selzure of the fhiarlal q@exiities of the CP and 
the "Daily Worker" have presented very serious problems. 


NELSON stated, according to the informant, 
that the CP registration has been in progress since 
approximately October 1, 1955, and will end in a few 
weeks during which time the CP leaders are attempting 
to meet with as many Party sections, both in industry 
and community, as possible to ascertain the percentage 
of registration. 


NELSON stated that the CP has reached an 85per — 
cent point on a city and state-wide basis, but that the 


situation was not satisfactory. 


It is to be noted that the "Daily Worker" 
is an East Coast Communist daily newspaper. 


LEON NELSON was observed at the 1956 May 
Day Celebration held at Union Square, New York City, on 
April 30, 1956, by an Agent of the FBI. 


T-3 advised on April 16, 1956, that at a May 
Day Phanning Conference called by the Provisional | 
United Citizens Committee for May Day, 1956, held at 
Central Plaza Hall, New York City, on April 9, 1956, 
LEON NELSON was present for approximately one hour, 
"just observing." 


T-3 advised on Jure5, 1956, that the "Provisional 


abe 
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United Citizens Committee for May Day; 1956, was formed 
at the direction of the CP for the purpose of organizing 
and sponsoring the May Day Rally held at Union Squares 
New York City, on April 30, 1956. 


LEON NELSON was observed by Special Agents of 
the FBI either entering or leaving the address 101 West 
16th Street, and 575 Sixth Avenue, New York City, (the 
address of the Jefferson School of Social Science, which 
houses the New York State CP Headquarters and the CP, 
USA Headquarters) on the FOLTONINE dates: . 


April 9, 1956 
April 16, 1956 
April 27, 1956 
April 30, 1956 


May .; 


May 11 


_ May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 


‘June 12, ‘1956 


LQ, 


» 1956 


T-5,; who is in a position to furnish information 
regarding the subject's» activities, was contacted on 
April 27, 1956, and could furnish no information ie at 


‘ the activity of the subject. 
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INFORMANTS 


Identity 
of Source 


f = é 
So PAD) AH) (Dy 
Date of Activity - Agent to ~—- File No. 
Or Description Pa “Date ’ whom where 
of. Information — eee. Furnished Located 
" subject. "State .... Was ROBERT I [ 
Organizational a -DOLAN. and 
Chairman". ~ a DAVID RYAN | 


4/7/56 ae / horas) 


aunties employed - 5/15/56 


NY State CP Hdq 


_ Y6/s6 to. 3/23/56 


a: Speaker at Bronx _ 923/56 ARTHUR P. 
County CP - - HEALY ‘ 


Functionaries 
meeting 2/13/56 


Subject | Secretary no 8 . 
of Jewish Commission 
NY State CP 


Subject present at 4/16/56 no f= es 


May Day Planning 
conference 4/9/56 


Used to document Provisional United Citizens 
/ Committee for May Day, 1956. 


Speaker at Kings 4/5/56 
County CP 
Educational Directors 


‘meeting 4/5/56 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONT'D 
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INFORMANTS CONT'D. e 
Date of Activity Agent to File No. oe 
Identity Or Description Date whom where ete 
of Source Of Information Received Furnished Located 


T~-4 (cont'd) . 
Speaker at Kings 3/29/56 


County CP 

Organizers meeting 

3/29/56 3 
T-5 
A highly No activity 4/27/56 
confidential 


source who had 
access to subject's 
residence, 1905 E. 
15th St., NYC 


Careful consideration has been given to 
each sourcé concealed and the T symbols were utilized 
in the report only in those instances where the 
identities of~the sources must be concealed. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


; fhe following SAS of the FBI observed the 
subject entering or leaving 101 West 16th St. and 
575 6th Ave. on the dates indicated: 


4/9/56 7 ' ROBERT H. BERTKE 
JAMES F, MITCHELL 
JOHN R. HAWKEN 
ROBERT J. LAWSON 

4/16/56 ROBERT H. BERTKE 


JOHN J. ROBERTS 


4/27/56 ROBERT H. BERTKE 
: FRANCIS J. MC LAUGHLIN, JR. 


4/30/56. ROBERT H. BERTKE 
. | FRANCIS J, MC LAUGHLIN, JR. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONT'D 
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_ ADMINISTRATIVE CONT'D 


ROBERT.S. MUGAVIN 


5/9/56 © ROBERT H. BERTKE oe 
MAURICE T. BOWMAN >. 
5/11/56 ROBERT H, BERTKE ae 
CHARLES W, PENDERGAST , re 
5/14/56 | 4 | . 
5/15/56 - " 
5/17/56 | . S- 7 
5/18/56 He | | oe 
; 5/21/56 * ' 
5/23/56 JOHN R. ROBERTS 
MARVIN R. DORAN 
- 5/24/56 ROBERT H, BERTKE 
i : ROBERT S, MUGAVIN 
5/25/56 ROBERT H. BERTKE 
| | ROBERT S, MUGAVIN 
—— ; 6/12/56. ARTHUR S. BENNETT 


The subject's SI card has been reviewed and 
found to becorrect. 


a The subject's activity as Organizational 
Secretary, New York District of the CP, brings -him 
within the standards for retention of the SI. 


y | In view of the subject's position, and the 
daily coverage regarding his activity, which furnished | 
excellent intelligence information regarding the CP, 

in the NY area, no consideration is being given at this 
time for an interview with the subject. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONT'D 
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NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 
W411 follow and report the subject's activities. of 


REFERENCE:' Report of SA ARTHUR 8S. BENNETT dated 4/18/56 
at New York, 


h ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONT'D 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 a 7 : ‘ (5=11- 53 ) 


Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
Director, FBI (100-1)2323) DATE: = =7~18-56 


SAC, New York (100-63755) 


& Card UTD, 
a eee q-+e Bate 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 


| changed as follows: (Specify change only) 

NAME 

ALIASES 

NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 
t COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE | 

I 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 
@ 


penn) 


TAB FOR DETCOM_ + © ‘TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 


DATE OF BERTH wo PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS SADDRESS:}(Show name of employing concern and address) | 
ee, = a Same Employment | 
| 
| 
| 


Rd iad 


| it: 


New Address~ 101 West 16th Street, N.Y.C. 


1 KEY FACILITY DATA: 
q GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY 


i INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


REGISTERED MATL . 
ASBrEXF i 


| & vidul 27 1956 
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Me STANDARD ade No, 64 “eo : , ; ae ( 5-11-53 ) 


Office Memorandum ° UNITED STATES. GOVERNMENT 


TO 9: Director, FBI (100142323) | DATE: 1/29/57. 
EROM iG SAC, New York (100~63755). 
Q 
SUBJECT: LEON NELSON, was 
Is -¢ | a Gard U.T.D. 
3 5 1957, 
ws ‘It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 


aboverceRy ioned ind ividual. 


X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NATIVE BORN_- NATURALIZED ALIEN 


COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY. = INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 
TAB FOR DETCOM:~ é TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 


e oot 
oo OF BIRTH - PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of <a concern and address) 
5 9 Salnown=(-SEES 


Sa Secretary NY State CP sam 


7 = PGOwt lt re 2.3 
KEY FACILITY DATA: 


GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER __ _mgporsret| hie aes adel a 
INTERESTED AGENCIES : —_ 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


ISTERED MATL | al: a 
BRSEER 6 195? 7 bes - 
af 


104 ; . N“ 
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“Heport Form 


ee : sts fa fi 
FD-263 (5-12-55) . . a Pee , 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


J be 
\ —G-O-N+F--D-E-N---E A pam 
c S 


REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN . DATE ; INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD- ‘ : 
NEW YORK NEW YORK 2/5/57 12/5/5631/21, 22/57 

TITLE OF CASE : REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 5 

\ on & AR mes 
LEON NELSON, was CHARACTER OF CASE 2 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


| SYNOPSIS: 


qA— NELSON resides Apartment 5E, 1985 East 15th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY. Employment unknown. Subject left — 

Fr employ of NYS CP on 9/14/56; named as one of twelve 
officers of NYS CP; continues as Organizational 
Secretary, NYS CP; attended meetings of NYS CP RR fr 6 
. Committee between September and November, 1956; 
i suggested at National Committee meeting of CP as 
f member of "Committee to Save Our Paper;" observed 
entering or leaving JSSS on numerous occasions. 


= P o# 


| DETAILS: Residence 
| 


Mrs. ALVIA CASIANO, Wife of the Superintendent, Uf z 
1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, New York, advised / 
on December 5, 1956, that NELSON and his wife reside 

in Apartment 5E of that address. 


t 
: AGEN 
| BPEROVED. K (SRI Pon CHARGE. DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 
\ COPIES MADE: 


‘CB pur - Qo 4 lif 324 [14 
|, @pee orate om 10032323 


a ‘9 FEB 6 1987 


ae = ~ 

J = Oy: 
| | nl S 

EQ. REC'D ‘ ANS 
| DATE FoRnv Sea pS LEB Rw, 
if HOW Fopy y G V Tony OM 
Pay. * BSE 2 “ 
i Ny —— eT, 


Ge ern 


AID n 
PRO Y Ue rae 


7 iz = ra : FT aa 5 = 
is D5 bythe? FBI, and neither iP HS? dis contents are to be distribuied outside the agency to which loaned. 
* i aN pe 


- 
y S 
R q 9 Aan Me Ae Ww U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1955——O—~a362788 
I # a a 


aoe = ~ Sethe ne 


— 
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Employment 


Tel, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised on July 9, 1956, that LEON NELSON, Social - 
Security Number 130-07-1339, was listed on the New York State 
"Payroll Summary," Second quarter 1956, and had received a 
gross salary of $850.00 for that period, 


T2, who has furnished reliable information in the 
peek: advised on August 23, 1956, that LEON NELSON was 
listed on the New York State Communist meat An payrolis 
as of August 3, 1956. _ J 


| Pee further advised on ‘September 21, 1956, that LEON 


NELSON was listed on the New York State CP payroll, as of 
September 7, 1956. The payroll for September 21, 1956, 
contained a notation opposite NELSON' s name ene scant ey 
September 14, 1956." 


T-2 advised on 1 November 26, 1956, that ‘LEON NELSON 
received pay from the New York State CP on September 7, 
1956, and September 14, 1956. Informant also advised that 
during the period September Ih, 1956, to November 23, 1956, 
LEON NELSON was dropped from the payroll, 


AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 


Communist Party Membership : 


7.3, who has furnished. reliable ipebinakacn in the 
past, - advised on November 19,.1956, that at a meeting of the 
New York State CP Committee on November 16, and November 17, 
1956, it was stated that there are twelve New. York State 
officers, It was later developed that these officers make 
up the New York State CP Board. “BILL NORMAN, in answer to 
a questionffrom the floor, named LEON NELSON, BnOne others, 
as some of the above=ementioned officers. 


. .falt, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised on September if, 1956, that WILLIAM NORMAN has 


replaced NORMAN SCHRANK as Executive Secretary-of the New York 


CP Distr LCh... 
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T-4 advised on September 17, 1956, that LEON NELSON 
currently has a job outside of the CP, but continues 
as the Organizational Secretary of the New York CP District, 
working part time in this capacity. 


Knowledge of Aims and Purposes of the Communist Party 


T-4 advised on June 24, 1956, that at a meeting of 
the National Committee, CP, United States of America, held 
at the Jefferson School of Social Science (JSSS) on June 22, 
to June 24, 1956, LEON NELSON, Organizational Secretary of the 
New York GP District, gave a report on the status of party 
organization in the New York District. Informant stated 
1956. this report was given at the Third Session on June ah, 
195 


The Jefferson School of Social Setenae has been 
desienated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


13 advised on October 5, 1956, that at a meeting 
of the New York State CP Committee, held on September 25, 
1956, in New York City, LEON NELSON called the meeting to 
order, 


13 advised on October 23, 19565, that LEON 
NELSON &ttendedboth sessions of a ae the New York 
State CP Committee held at the JSSS in New’ York City on 
October 19, and October 20, 1956. 


Informan Informant stated that NELSON was one of the 
speakers at the October 19th session and stated that the 
draft resélution is a beginning, but is not good enough. 
He said that the Party has been making progress since 
1952, but that the draft resolution is a compromise with 
the National Organization, NELSON stated that he feels that 
Marxism ~ Leninism has let him down and he does not feel 
that the present Party is adequate. He felt that we must 
have a political party, but that Marxism - Leninism is not 
the answer. He stated that he does not like the foreign 
agent tag that the CP has. He continued by stating that 
he ho- 


ace "e 
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he wants to-be respectable and does not want to be called 
scum when people find out that he is a Communist. — 


. . . elf advised on August 26, 1956, that at the 
session on. the fourth day of a four day meeting of the 
National Committee of the CP, United States of America, 
held at CP Headquarters in the JSSS, New York City, LEON 
NELSON of the New York CP District was suggested as a 
member of a "Committee to Save Our Paper." , 


- Evidence of Communist Party Sympathy 


T-3 advised on September 13, 1956, that a CP. 
Conference would be held at the JSSS on September 18, and 
September 19, 1956, of the entire New York State Committee 
of the CP, plus a representative from each city in New 
York State with an active CP organization. 


on September 17, 1956, T=3 advised that this _ _ 
pe aa postponed until September 25, and September 26, uy 
1950. ; 


On September 25, 1956, Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation observed LEON NELSON. 
entering the JSSS.. ; ; 


: T-3 advised on October 19, 1956, that the New 
York State CP Committee would meet at the JSSS on October 


19, and October 20, 1956. — 


. .. Special Agents of the Federal Bureau.of ..- 
Investigation observed LEON NELSON entering the JSSS on 
October 20, 1956. 4 . 


T-5, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on November 26, 1956, that an enlarged 
membership and Section Organizers' meeting was held on 
that date at 1212 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York. 


A Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation observed LEON NELSON entering 1212 Kings 
Highway, Brooklyn, New York, between 8:15 P.M. and 
9:00 P.M.» on November 26, 1956. 


\ 
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' Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of - 
Investigation observed LEON NELSON either entering or 
leaving the JSSS, 575 Avenue of the Americas, New York 
City, on various days between August 2, 1956, and . . 
August 20, 1956. It is to be noted that the CP, oa 
United States of America, District Number Two Headquarters, 
is located on the sixth floor of the JSSS,. “8S . 


- — - 
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INFORMANTS 


identity 
of Source 


7-4 
CG 5824-S* 


NW WW 41493 Doold: 34283484 


— =. Fe EE ee 


Date of Activity 
or Description 


rik ~ Date 
of information. 


Received 


Mates on NY 


CP payroll 2nd “ 
quarter 1956 - 


epspse 


9/1/36. 
9/1/56-9/14/56 


9/7/56 to 11/23/56 v 


Meeting NY State 


CP Committee v 
11/16-17/56 


Meeting of. NY 
State CP — i 
Committee 


9/25 , 26/56 


Meeting of NY 
State CP es 
Committee 
10/19-20/56 


Job outside CP 
Organizational iw 
Secretary of NY 
State CP 


Agent to File No. 
whom = where 
Purnished Located 


nomars. | 


MARGISON | 


JOHN E. 
KEATING 


CG134-46 


Documentation of WILLIAM NORMAN ~~ 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


oo 
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INFORMANTS CONT'D 


Date of Activty Agent to File No. Me 


Identity or Description Date whom where Pel 
of Source of Information . Received Furnished Located a 
7-4 | fo | 
(Cont'd) NELSON gives ~ JOHN E. CG. 134-46 

rpt. on status KEATING 


of organization 
in NY Dist. of Ss 
CP e ; 


Suegested member 
Committee to wv 
Save our Paper.' 


CS ys 


Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T symbols were utilized in the report _ 
only in those instances where the identities of the sources oe. 
must be concealed. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


The SAS of the FBI who observed LEON NELSON entering 
tne sass on 9/25/56, were ROBERT S, MUGAVIN and JOSEPH T. 
QU ‘ 


The SAS of the FBI who observed LEON NELSON entering 
the JSSS on ale a were ROBERT SS, MUGAVIN and JOSEPH T, 
QUIGLEY. 


The SA who observed LEON NELSON entering 1212 Kings 
Highway, Brooklyn, NY, on 11/26/56, was JOHN E. GALLAGHER, JR. 


The SAS who observed LEON NELSON entering the JSSS 


on various days between 8/2/56 and 8/20/56, are identified 
opposite the date, as set out below: 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONT'D 
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8 2/56 a FRANCIS J, MC LAUGHLIN 
: \ 
7. +) 61 and DENNIS J. BARRY 


vo 8/6/56 | .CHARLES.W. PENDERGAST’ le 
and JAMES F, 0' CONNELL | ae 
| | : 
8/7/56. | ~~ CHARLES W. PENDERGAST fe 
and ROB | and ROBERT H, BERTKE - 
8/8/56. |. CHARLES W. PENDERGAST ard 
- | and ROBERT H, BERTKE : 
{ i pon 
8/9/56. | CHARLES W. PENDERGAST «2 
a qo and ROBERT H, BERTKE oes 
8/10/56 | CHARLES W, PENDERGAST 
| ; and ROBERT H. BERTKE 
8/13/56 CHARLES W. PENDERGAST 
sare and ROBERT H. BERTKE, 
8/14/56 ". CHARLES W, PENDERGAST ne 
sae and ROBERT H, BERTKE 
oo, , 8715/56 CHARLES W. PENDERGAST 


and ROBERT M, POWELL 


CHARLES W. PENDERGAST _ 


8/16/56 - LES b | 
and ROBERT M. POWELL 


pre OE AO HER TACT Ma ELEN ene res 


8/17/56. -- CHARLES -W, PENDERGAST . 
- and ROBERT M, POWELL 


8/20/56 / ROBERT H, BERTKE, 
- | “mpe ‘Subject's SE-.chard has been reviewed ard 
will bé correct upon the submission of FD 122 change, 
reflecting the subject's employment verificating pending. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
aria : 
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ADMINISTRATIVE (conn: D) 


A suitable nnocatiean of the aabacce is 
maintained on his SI card. 


A review of this case reflects that the subject's 
activities as Organizational Director, NYS ae brings hin 
within the criteria for retention on the SI, 


NEW YORK 
At New York, New York 
1.Will follow and report subject's activities, a 


2.Will attempt to locate subject's employment 
outside of the CP, 


REFERENCE Report of SA ARTHUR 83: - BENNET?, 1/3/36, at NY. \ 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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: st FORM aan " (5. oo 53) | 
Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
. TO aoe Director, FBI (100-142 323) eee 3/6/87 | ee 


eh Me tas 


Lrrom : SAC, New York (10063755) : 
SUBJECT: LEONCNELSON, WES 
IS-¢C 


Card U.T.D.-. 


Gy cw : MAR 13 1957, 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
ebove-captiened individual. 


X The . Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


‘NATIVE BORN. - NATURALIZED . ALIEN 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY "INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM ‘TAB FOR COMSAB _ RACE SEX, 


DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 

; BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 

| | | [0-0 —- 142.323 
-— N N,, ————————— 


| 7 2 NC RECORDED = 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 


RESPONSIBILITY | ° aca 
INTERESTED AGENCIES | 
716 Avenue T, 


Brooklyn, New Yor 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


{ REGISTERED MAIL r _ 3 ; 
MGT MAR 15 195700" | | 
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Office Memorandum » owrrep states covenant 


TO : Director, FBI (100-12 323) patE: 3/15/57 
ae : SAC, New York (10063755) 
SUBJECT: eae, NELSON, was. 
IS-¢ — afd U. 1D 
| WAR 22 Pye’ 
| 
It is recommended that a Security Index Card be nena on the 
above-captioned individual. 
X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
“—“— changed as follows: (Specify change only) 
NAME __ : 
. be " 
| ALIASES a | a 
' 
NATIVE BORN ‘NATURALIZED ALIEN S 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 7 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) aan 
TAB FOR DETCOM___ TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX" 
DATE OF’ BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH eae = 
- BUS S ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) ~ 
. Silverman 
101 West 37th Street, New York, New York 
2 Sie 
KEY FACILITY DATA: (0: 2 -(easit= 1 
GEOGRAPHIC AL REFERENCE NUMBER RES PONSIBING@? RE 
23. MAR 15199) 
INTERESTED AGENCIES 
ST 
: RESIDENCE ADDRESS 
: ; I seein Of os 
' REGISTERED MATL <a. jefe ara” 
t 60 MAR 25 1957 S aad | 
- RR: MTR : ”) © . 
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hteport Form atitie * 
FD-263 (5-12-55) ba 


AY Seat 
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/ FEDERAL 


f it 
REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD - a F 
NEW YORK NEW YORK 3/27/57 268425427 »2853/4-7, 12- | 

ERTLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY _ ; TYPED BY 
a RAYMOND RAMER mld 
LEON NELSON, was CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


SYNOPSIS: 
Subject resides 716 Ave. T, Brooklyn, NY, and is v 
employed at M. Silverman, 101 W. 37th St., NYC. | 
, LEON NELSON on a commission to evaluate the work a 
. of the Party. Subject observed entering Chateau : 
Gardens on February 9, 1957 (during CP National 
Convention). LEON NELSON attended NY State BYye 
CP Convention. k - 
j ~ P¥ - : 
DETAILS: BACKGROUND : 
| Employment . ; a 
On March 13, 1957, Special Agents of 7 
H the Federal Bureau of Investigation observed a 
‘ the subject enter the business establishment of ee 
; a M. Silverman, 101 West 37th Street, New York a 
City, at about 8:53 a.m. / ! 
J 
‘. APPROVED Bol hl ee ere | DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW, 
* / COPIES MADE: ae crores ra 
age /fO-/yase2al- [op 
F fye- Bureau (100-142323) (RM) | / —— 
| 3. - New York (100-63755) __ |@o MAR 29 1987 
A 
‘ 
d2] Dp wy ib 
AGENCY -<-Pede 
“i REO. REC'D 7. 


DATE FORW. of tA 
HOW FORW,- PS PSS 
BY se ome 


| - PROPERTY OF FBI—This report is loaned to ved by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 


, *5@7788R £ 7 Ay) An, oe oVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: s955-—O—s62788 
: ‘OPIES DESTROYED yg Se Spe ee ee 


a =—— = = = aS eae ae ----4 
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On March 14, 1957, a Special Agent of the FBI 
observed the subject working in the office of M. Silverman, 
101 West 37th Street, New York City. 


A Special Agent of the FBI placed a pretext 
telephone call to M. Silverman, 101 West 37th Street, 
New York City, on March 14, 1957. An unknown person 
advised that LEON NELSON had not as yet arrived, 


Residence 


On February 28, 1957, Mrs. ALVIA CASIANO, 
1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, New York, advised 
SA RAYMOND RAMER that the subject and his.family no longer 
resided at that address. She said he had moved about a 
month previously. 


T-1, who was in a position to furnish reliable 
information, advised on February 28, 1957, that one. LEON 
NELSON, 1985 East 15th Street, Brooklyn, New York, had 
moved to 716 Avenue T, Brooklyn, New a 


On March 13, 1957, a Ssceiat Agents of the FBI 
observed the subject leave a6 Avenue T, Brooklyn, New 
York, on his way to work. 


AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST ARTY (cP) MOVEMENT 


Evidence of cP Membership 
A. Positions Held 


On January 23, 1957, T-2, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, furnished some of the 
comments of a national CP functionary regarding the New 
York District CP. This functionary said that the 
existence of Sectarianism and Leftism among the rank and 
file members of the CP in New York City probably caused 
the New York leadership to quit when it saw it was defeated. 


str Oe tes 


ert a ay ee eS. Secte bei at ns SS, ERE) ee ESS. ees, A eee 
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The functionary said he was speaking of persons on the ou 
extreme Right, including LEON NELSON. oi 


On January 7, 1957, T-3, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, made available a document 
dated December 4, 1956, addressed to one "NELLIE". This 
document read in part "The last State Board meeting set 
up a commission to evaluate the work of the Party with 
regard to party organization covering the period of 1945 
to 1955. You were designated as chairman of this 
commission...1t is intended that the work of this commission, 
with a report emerging from it, be concluded by not later 
than January lst, and that possibly this report be submitted 
to the membership for discussion prior to our State 
Convention. It is now up to you to call this commission 
7 into session to begin its work.". This was signed "BILL 
NORMAN" .. = , 


T-3 also on January 7, 1957, furnished a document 
addressed to BILL. It read in part "At the last meeting ss 
of the State Board, a Commission to evaluate the work of the ‘ 
party with regard to party organization, covering the os 
period 1945-1955, was set up. You were designated a 
member of this commission." It was signed "LEON NELSON, 
Chairman of the Commission." 


T-2 advised on September 17, 1956, that’ WILLIAM 
NORMAN had replaced NORMAN SCHRANK as Executive Secretary 
of the New York State Communist Party (CP) District. 


‘On December 3, 1956, T-3 made available a 
document maintained at New York State CP Headquarters 
captioned "Board Members", The name NELLIE appeared thereon. 


B. Meetings Attended 


Special Agents of the FBI observed the subject 
-- enter the Chateau Gardens, 105 East Houston Street, New 
Ber York City, on February 9, 1957. 
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T-2 advised on peers 13, 1957, that the 
CP, USA held its 16th National Convention on February 9-12, 
1957, at Chateau Gardens, 105 East Houston Street, 
New York City. 


T-4, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on January 22, 1957, that the New York 
State CP Convention would be held on January 25-27, 1957, 
at Chateau Gardens, 105 East Houston Street, New /2orke cr 


On January 25 and 26, 1957, a Special Agents 
of the FBI observed LEON NELSON at Chateau Gardens on 
those dates. 


' 7-5, who has furnished reliable information. in 
the past, advised on January 28, 1957, that LEON NELSON 
had attended the New York State CP Convention some time 
during its sessions on January 25-27, 1957. T-5 could 
not. state definitely what sessions NELSON had attended. 


C. Miscellaneous eh 


T-6, who has furnished. reliable information in 
the past, advised on January 27, 1957, that among the 
persons nominated as delegates to the National Convention 
of the CP at the New York State CP Convention on 
January 27, 1957, was LEON NELSON. T-6 said, however, 
that NELSON declined the nomination. 


~ Pee 
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INFORMANTS 


| Date of peeies ae ee Agent to File No. 
Identity And/or Description. Date whom where 
of Source of Information < Received Furnished Located 


T-1 2/28/57 SA RAYMOND 100-63755-1061 
DAN MC KILLEN, RAMER 

Supt. of Mails © “ 

Office, Brooklyn, 

NY ia saa 

T-2 ‘123/fst ve SA JOHN = 100-6 3755-1046 
CG 5824-s* fo ee E. KEATING 


Used to document BILL NORMAN WV 


Used to, document the CP, USA. National @onvention ~~ 


i= 12/2 
Coo) a ae (NELLIE, Board Member) % 


ay Used to document the meeting at Chateau Gardens 
a 
T- 1/25<2T/57T 3 SA ROBERT 100-63755-1052 
poe E, MARGISON 


pi vert A | SA DAVID 100-63755-1048 


Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T symbols were utilized in the report 
only in those instances where the identities of the sources 
must be concealed. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


oe The Special Agent who observed the subject at 
sae 716 Avenue T, Brooklyn, NY, on March 13, 1957, was SA RAYMOND 


° 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT'D. ) 


‘The Special Agents who observed the subject at 
101 W. 37th St., NYC, on March 13, 1957, were SAS FOREST T. 
THOMPSON, Jr., and FRANK E. CHOVANEC. 


The Special Agent@ who observed the subject at 
work on March 14, 1957, was SA RAYMOND RAMER. 


The Special Agents who observed the subject at 
Chateau Gardens on 2/9/57 were DENNIS J. BARRY, PAUL F. DAIR, 
and JOHN F, LANGTRY. 

The Special Agents who observed the subject 
at Chateau Gardens-on ‘January 25, 26, 1957, was SARROBERT S. 
MUGAVIN. 


The pretext used for the telephone call by SA RAMER 
on March 14, 1957, was that of asking to speak to the subject. 


Two FD-122s have been submitted correcting the 
subject's SI card, so that the information presently - 
thereon is true and correct. A suitable photograph of LN 
the subject is available. at DN 


This case has been revaluated under the current 
SI criteria and it still meets those criteria. 


LEAD” 
NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 

Will follow and report the subject's activities. 

| REFERENCE . 
Report of SA ARTHUR S. BENNETT, 2/5/57, New York. 
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STANDARD | FORM NO. 64 


- Office Menai: UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ~ - 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-142323) DATE: JUN =~ 58 4957 
ATT : ASSISTANT DIRECTOR A,H, BELMONT ig 
© vies : SAC, NEW YORK (100-63755) 
WH BIECT: CP, USA ~ TOPLEV {FOIA (b) (7) - (D) 
IS - C5 p | 


ee cae was 
Is-¢ 


Re New York letters dated 10/21/54, ‘and 1/21/55, ee 
captioned as above. es 


Since background information of LEON NELSON was 
furnished to the Bureau in referenced letters the same 
is being omitted at this time. LEON NELSON has been a top _ 
CP functionary for many years. He was an active leader [ 
in the CP underground movement and after his return to open 
CP activity he assumed a leadership position in the New York ‘ 
StateeCP. Informationlas been received from informants indicatirgly 
that LEON NELSON was a GATES supporter in the factionalist ray 
fight. NELSON is reported to be disgusted with the present 
leadership, and polady jof the CP, USA, i 


Employment and Residence 


: a [ile 
LEON NELSON is reported to réside at (1716 Avenue T, 
- « Brooklyn, New York, with his wife and family and’ is regularly 
employed at M. Silverman Company, 101 West 37th Street, New 
York City. © 


Approach 


Since NELSON is regulary - ampleued he can be directly\ si 
approached on the street en route to work or on his return cS 
from work, circumstances permitting. , LEON NELSON, if cooperative, 
could be a valuable informant oi this Bureau. 7 


va 


(GD bureau (100- 142323) (RM) 
; (1° = 100-3- 99) | abs 


1 
: \ Ll - 100-35203 12-11 
a oy 


HE] 
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Bureau authority is requested to interview 
LEON NELSON on the street away from his residence and 
place of employment. 


Tomy Grip ~~ ~~ “es 


A 1 * Mr. Donohue | i 
BAC, New York en June 12, 1957 


Director, FBI (100-3=99)(100=142323) 


end-4 ey -/4¥ 232.5 . fib 
CoMMUNTSE PARTY, USA 


I, oS INTERNAL SECURITY = C 
a ) je LEON NELSOW | 
WJ (/ a INTERNAL SECURITY = € 
U : Reurlet dated June 6,11957. 


Authority is granted to contact Nelson 
whenever feasible avay from residence or place 
of employment in accordance vith outstanding 
ES instructions under the Toplev Program. 


If this interview is not conducted 
within 30 days, furnish the reasons why and 
reguest additional authorization in accordance 
with SAC Letter No. 5547. 


NOTE ON YELLOW: 


Nelson has been a top CP functionary for many ; 
years and attended the recent nationmlconvention, CP, USA. 


He has a CP history dating back to 193% when he joined the a, 

Young Communist League (YCL). He was a functionary of the wt 

YCL until 1942 when he joined the U. S. Army. Since dis- NN 
charge from the Army in 1945 he has held numerous positions = 
| . in the CP until recently. There are indications that he e 


has been a supporter of John Gates in the factionalist ie. 
fight and Nelson is now reported«to be disgusted with the — 
present leadership of the party. Nelson is on the s 
Security Index. ; 


Zi 
De a 
Tolson A 
Nichols MAILED 6 aff Fe, 
oe N42 1957 oF = 
Mohr JUN 1S | tf ! 0 | 
P ; . on 
eri __ COMM =F BL ft sake 
Tamm yore a A bd 
; Trotter | LG rf if eta! | fy " 
Nease 5 mas : oO 
Tele. Room —_ & 2 ‘ q 6 2 
doloman JUN 2 ~ i of, ‘ fa 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Directer, FBI (100-142323). DATEL 6/18/57 
Wr : SAC, New York (1000-63755) 
vy" - 
‘SUBJECT: LEON NELSON, was. . TD. 
v Is- ¢ vat Us Hoey 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only ) 


ie SS 


NATIVE BORN x NATURALIZED ALIEN, 


COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY. INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB 


DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH Manhattan, New York 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


~ 


VOD =f GD 


KEY FACILITY DATA: NOD Mee 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RES PONSTBI EEO 
24a JUN 10 1357 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


REGISTERED MAIL 60 JUN 2 


RR: MTR 
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’ 


TO 38: )=©6 OBR, NICHOLS DATE: 
», oe 1. G, EAMES 
i 
 supyecr: 
COMMUNIST PARTY USA-.GENERAL 
Bufile 100.3 


The report of SA Joseph V. 


the 16th National Convention of the CP USA, 2-9 through 2~ 


~6094). 


Y.c, (100-3 


ota BF, 


the individual's main file and a copy cj 
filed there in. lieu of incering. 


| 

| New York indicates that 452 individuals were in attendance, 
| 

i 

{ 


6-24.57 


Waters dated 5e14.57 at 


t 
-57, 


The attendance of individuals at this 
sonvention or thetr destgnation as a delegate thereto shoudd be tn 
thts memorandum wiil be 
If approved, the foliowing format 
ZHEe eee number preceding the name indicates the 


Office Memorandum © UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Tolson 
Nichols —___ 
Boardman —_ 
Belmont 
Mohr 
Parsons 
Rosen 
Tamm 
Trotter 
Nease 
Tele. Room — 
Holloman —_ 
Gandy 


wtll. de used, 
page of the above serial where information re each indiuicual appears, 
ih 
Nance of person in attendances (Page 99; LEON NELSON 
l % 
Attended as: (1} Delegate 


Alternate 

beh & (8) Guest or visttor _x 

Name of delegate or alternate (Page ) 
uno is net known to have attended 


LUL 3 fk gmeg 


oe = /U2.32 


a ee NOT 
475 JUL 2 


a7 


| \r 
[| 98 JUL 121957 
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Office Memvrandum « UNITED STALES GOVERNMENT 


70: DIRECTOR, FBI. ai 
ATT.: ASST. DIR. A. H. BELMO Aye 


we FROM . SAC, NEW YORK / . 
wr . i je 


SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA-TOPLEV, i * 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C i rhea 
i cae ge i a8 a 
LEON } NELSON, was; , i ‘i 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C. i 


DATE: 6/27/57 : ae 


~—> 


ReBulet 6/12/57. 


On June 25, 1957, special Agents CHESTER A. REILLY and - 
EDWARD W. BUCKLEY conducted a fisur in the vicinity of subject's os 
place of employment M. SILVERMAN COMPANY, 101 West 37th Street, 
New York, N.Y. At about 8:40 AM, the subject was directly 
approached on the street, a secure distance away from his 
employment. NELSON admitted his identity and was cordial to 
the agents. . He was advised he was being contacted away from 
his residence and place. of employment to afford him an opportuniry, 
to cooperate with this .Bureau to discuss Communist Party activityg™ 
if he so desired. NELSON stated, "I'm sorry gentlemen, I cannot| ¥, 
discuss Communist Party activity with you and I cannot coopérate ah 
in any way but I can tell you that I am no longer in the GP a Be 
I walked out of the Party several months ago and want nothing ake 
more to do with the Party." ; tee “| 


tee 
¥ 
a, seine: 


6 it IZ 


RDED COPY FILED 


4 


iF a 


orl 


Le. 


eee: 


UNRECO. 


The agents asked NELSON if he received good treatment 
from the Party for the personal sacrificés made by him=in,: ferry 
on Party activity by engaging in the undergwind while his family 
suffered as a result of his absence. NELSON smiled and remarked} 
"T wish I had it to do over again. It would be different." 


(Pee > an Ri : 
: (eae! 


S 
NELSON stated that he spent many years in the CP 
. iL movement and went into the movement of his own accord and also 

| came ‘to! the decision to leave the party as a result of his ow 
thinking. He 'statied that he wanted to have nothing more to do 


Aas fe : EBL 
ee toss1a2323) Mee aa | 
9 Veetoee 
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Letter to Director June 27, 1957 
Re: CP, USA-TOPLEV, ISC 
LEON NELSON, was; ISC 


with the Party and as far as he was concerned the Party "could 
fold up". NELSON stated, "I'm sorry gentlemen, even though I'm 
out of the Party I cannot speak or discuss anything with you men." 
NELSON remarked that his main concern at the present time is to 
keep his position and make a living to support his wife and 
family. NELSON remarked that he appreciated the agentscontact- 
ing him on the street and if he shoild change his mind regarding 
holding a discussion with agents of this Bureau, he would 

notify this office. However, NELSON stated that such a 
possibility is very remote. The interview was terminated after 
approximately an eight minute conversation. 


EVALUATION: NELSON was cordial and gentlemanly to the agents 
during the short interview and appeared sincere in his remarks 
that he wanted nothing more to do with the party. However, 
NELSON was firm in his refusal to ermmge in any conversation 
regarding Communist Party activity with the agents which may 
indicate that NELSON even though he is out of the party 

still holds some feeling of admiration for the party. No 
further contact is planned with NELSON at this time. 
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Office Memorandum + UNITED sTA.Es GOVERNMENT 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-142323) DATE: 7/19/57 A 

dee : SAC, NEW YORK (100-63755) | 

SUBJECT:  L.FON' NELSON, was 
IS-C 


" card U.T.D. 
amd ut ye 


hn Enclosed herewith are 4 copies of the report 
“ (of SA RAYMOND RAMER dated and captioned as above. 


NY 694-S* reported on 5/29/57 that LEON 
NELSON has "walked-out" as a result ‘of dissatisfaction 
with results of State CP elections. NY 694-S* 
interpreted "walked out" to mean to become inactives 
not to quit the CP, 


When interviewed, NELSON stated he had 
"walked out" of the Party several months ago and 
wanted nothing further to do with the Party. 

Since NELSON is inactive and holds no office 
in the CP at this time, the NYO is removing him from 
the Key Figure List and the Bureau should do likewise. 


Hereafter, communications in this case will 


be captioned "SM-C". 
Oca  e 


y rf ey 
2>Bureau (100-142323 ) 
-Key Figure List (100-96900) (19-2) / 


1-New York ooo 63755) . é : 
RR:atz , 
(4) ww JUL 114957 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN : DATE INV Bos! E Ov SD 7 4 6 1 
NEW YORK NEW YORK 7/10/57 ? F731 °5h £9 73H / eee 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 
| RAYMOND RAMER atz 


CHARACTER OF CASE- 


LEON NELSON, was 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C | eo 


SYNOPSIS: 


yf LEON NELSON resides at 716 Avenue T, 
iy / Brooklyn, NY,”and is employed by M. fs 
; SILVERMAN, 101 West 37th Street, Nyc. ' 
T-2 advised LEON NELSON “walked out" of. 
CP as. result. of NY State CP elestionss 
Informants reported LEON NELSON attended 
NY State CP Convention,. both sessions,” / aes 


and the, National Convention of CP, USA. pis 
peeedee refused to cooperate with Bureau — roy 
agents when interviewed. Other informants, rs 
had no information regarding subject. ee ae 
ets [ov s(T 
_DETAILS: 7 BACKGROUND 
. Employment : | 


ENCLOSURE 


. 
SPECIAL AGENT 

Sian (“law : IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

COPIES MADE: 1, 7 ; ; 


‘usBureau (100-142323) (RM 
3-New York (100-63755) - 


3 Od Ol 
. ae 
a ee ee 

ACENCY ae SO EO 

REQ. REC'D __ Seah pare : ae 

DATE Fon. a tt ie ; on 
Zz © & wy i OT. : 
OS PROP ao naors age Srocl io you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
" 5@7788R ee ‘ (0. Pius, GOVERMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1935—O—202700 
| _ copies pestroyen_\"3". % 


Re, 
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'. On May 22, 1957, a Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, (FBI) observed the 
subject lati worked at M., SILVERMAN, 101 West 37th a 
Street, New York City. 7 ee 


On May 28, 1957, a Special Agent of the FBI 
observed LEON NELSON going to work at M. SILVERMAN, 
_ 101 West 37th Street, New York City. a 2 ae 


On April 1, 1957, T-1, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that LEON 
oyNBLSON, born November 5, 1915 Manhattan, New York, 

(héPtarcher, HARRY. mother, YETTAZPROECT, Social Security - 
Number 130=-07=1339, was emp d by the Communist jo 
y (CP) of New York State,*‘101 West 16th Street, / 7. 


New York City, during ehepauanies ending September, ‘1956. \) ‘ 
; S opp fo OA . 
EO celica SOE a 


# 


Residence -s 

On June 24, 1956, a Special Agent of the 
FBI observed LEON NELSON leave 716 Avenue T, Brooklyn, 
New York, at 7:50 AM. ; 


AFFILIATION WITH THE CP MOVEMENT 


CP Membership 


- 9-2, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised. on May 29, 1957, that according 
to a CP National Committee member, LEON NELSON has . 
"walked out" as a result of dissatisfaction with 
results of New York State CP elections. T-2 interpreted 
"walked out" to mean to becoria inactive, not to quit 
the CP. - 


On May. 20, 1957, Special Agents CHESTER 
A. REILEY and EDWARD W, BUCKLEY. interviewed DONALD 
LESTER, who- stated he had resigned from the CP some t 
months ago and his resignation was accepted. LESTER 
advised the agents he had. received information. that 
LEON NELSON, a former New York State CP Functionary, 
had resigned from the CP some months ago. 


iS) ih ete de: ere ee Say 4 Sanh eles alte eremenca 


BP A Ee er 
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‘ T-3, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on-April 1, 1957, that the 
New York State CP Convention. (Reconvened Session) 
was held'on March 30 and 31, 1957, at 405 West 41st 
Street, New York City. T-3 stated LEON NELSON had oa 
attended the convention on one of the above dates, - ee 
but T-3 was unable to say whether NELSON was a oe 
delegate, alternate delegate, or an observer. 


$a On April 5, 1957, T-4, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that the 

_ Reconvened Convention of the New York State CP - 
was held on March 30 and 31, 1957, at 405 West 41st 
Street, New York City. T-4 attended the convention 
and reported that LEON NELSON was also present 
sometime during the convention. 


) “7-5, who has furnished reliable information ; ae 
in the past, advised on February 13, 1957, that the < 
CP, USA, held its sessionsof the 16th National Convention | Y, toa 
on February 9712, 1957, at Chateau Gardens, ‘105 East — a 
Houston Street, New York City. A ; -_—_ 


on February 9, 1957, Special Agents of the 
FBI observed LEON NELSON at the Chateau Gardens. 


'].5 advised .on March 7, 1957, that LEON 
NELSON was present at the 16th National Convention. 
of the CP, USA. T-5 could not state whether the 
subject was a delegate or a visitor at the convention. 


On March 6, 1957, T-6, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that the 
New York State CP Convention was held on January 25-27; 
1957, at Chateau Gardens, New York City. T-6 said 
that on January 27, 1957, LEON NELSON. was nominated 
as a delegate-atdarge: to the National Convention ‘of 
the CP, USA, but he declined the nomination. 
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, on January 25, 1957; Special hecuta: of 4 
the FBI observed the subject at. Chateau Gardens. . — 


att 


INTERVIEW 


ae. 8% On June 25, 1957, SAS CHESTERA, REILLY and P< 
EDWARD W. BUCKLEY contacted LEON NELSON on his.way oe 
to work. NELSON refused to cooperate but stated . ; 
he was no longer in the. CP having "walked-out of the 
Party several months ago". He said he wanted ee 
"nothing more to do with. the Party". 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Other informants, “who have’ furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised in May and 
June, 1957, that they had no information regarding the 
subject's current CP activities. 


C= 
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INFORMANTS — 


DATE OF ACTIVITY — oe é AGENT TO: FILE NO. 
IDENTITY ° OR DESCRIPTION ~ “DATE. WHOM. _ WHERE 
OF SOURCE OF INFORMATION ~ RECEIVED FURNISHED LOCATED 


5 aan Pos fa } | | [ee 


ay Goi se Par 2 Bae /100-63755-1099 


- yf | 100-63755-1087 


peoeare 1 


oa oe S* Used. to document National Goaeeniicts cP, USA “ 


“LEON NELSON at National” oy SA JOHN E. , awe 
Convention, CP, USA KEATING 100-63755-1083 x 


Careful consideration has been even to 
each source concealed and. T symbols were utilized in the 
report only in those instances where the identities of . 
the sources must be concealed. 


The following informants were contacted 
regarding the BuPdaoee 


INFORMANT DATE "SPECIAL AGENT 
| 5/28/57 JOHN A. HAAG. 
yet JOHN A; HAAG 


4/57 GUSTAV S. ABRANDT 
CHARLES W. CAVANAUGH 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


’ The Special Agent who ose rea NELSON on us 
6/24/57 at his home, and 5/22/57 and 5/28/57 at 101 Le 
West 37th Street, NYC, was SA. RAYMOND RAMER. . 


The subject was observed ‘at Chateau Gardens: 

by Special Agents ROBERT 5S. MUGAVIN and ROBERT H. an 

BERTKE. : . i 

A Baebes pint was maintained at 

Chateau Gardens by Special Agents of the FBI on 

2/9-12/57. The plant over-looked the main. lobby 

and the photographs taken show persons as they are coming 

through the doorway leading from the main ballroom : a 

and the various other meeting rooms. 27% “ 
On 2/9/57 the plant was operated by SAS 


HAROLD P, QUINN, DANIEL F, GUARD, JOHN B. sae and | 
PETER .C. MITESSER. 


, A shotoeabh 0 of LEON NELSON was identified 
. by 
The subject's aca i been reviewed 
and it is current. and correct, and a photograph is available. 


This case has been revaluated in the zagntnor current. 
SI criteria and it still meets those criteria. 


REFERENCE . — 
Report of SA RAYMOND RAMER, 3/27/57, at NY. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE CONT'D 
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STANDARD FORM No. €4 0-1 


(9-22-54) 
Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


f {x0 prc GoM file/I?°e I JG DATE: P-.26 7, 
FR' : 


Director, or (Bufile & serial 7? ~-Het 7 87 - HAL 


SUBJECT;..< eare Tabeor Ze Ce Office of Origin: 


1. () The deadline in this case has passed and the Bureau has not 
received a report. You are instructed to submit a report m 
immediately. In the event a report has been submitted; you 
should make a notation of the date on which it was. ‘submitted 
on this letter and return it to the Bureau, Room # 


Report submitted Lb Adee, A Buran. TLYS 7 Atomavede 
. , ian ee ep . \ 
Report will be submitted aebgic prom Key Pegune Leet Gand cbnad 


Reason for delay Gllare. Chawele trl be IALC. WLZZ Alford 
WH be aubmbld 4/1ofSB. 


2. mn Bureau re status of this case. 
3. ( Advise Bureau when report may be expected. 


4. ()  Surep immediately. 


(Place your reply on this form and return to the Bureau. Note o ( ke 
top serial in the case file the receipt and acknowledgment of this~eom- 
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Director, FBI (100-142323) 
ae, 


fod LEON NELSON 
SECURITY MATTER = C 


In 1956 the Bureau instructed each office to furnish 
the names and current addresses of individuals known or suspected 
to have operated in the underground apparatus of the Communist 
Party, USA (CPUSA), during the period 1951-1955. From this 
information the Bureau compiled a list of 336 individuals. On 
October 23, 1956, this list was furnished to the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) with the suggestion that IRS might desire to 
ascertain if these individuals properly executed income tax 
returns during the 1951-1955 period. This course was taken 
inasmuch as CP policy during the underground period suggested 
that members operating in the underground either file their 
income tax returns under false names or disregard their tax 
obligations entirely. 


Under date of October 11, 1957, IRS furnished the 
Bureau a preliminary report on the results of the check made 
through the various Internal Revenue Districts. This check 
involved only the years 1953-1955 since the statute of 
limitations has run on the criminal violation of failure to 
file for the years prior to 1953. This check showed that of 
the 336 individuals no returns could be located for 1353 74 
were found to have filed for all three years 1953-1955 and the 
remaining had filed for only one or two of the three years. 
IRS has advised that no further action is contemplated against 
the 74 individuals who properly filed their returns for all 
“hree years. The other individuals, however, will be inter- <C 
viewed and appropriate prosecutive action will be taken as o) 
warranted. If any additional pertinent information is received 
from IRS concerning the captioned subject, it will be furnished 
to you. This’ project is being confidentially handled between 
the Bureau and headquarters of IRS. 


—— For your information, the preliminary check by IRS 
Nichols ___ reflects the following data pertinent to the above-captioned 


eaten —individ ual: 
sah eS Returns for 1954 and 1955 only located for subject. 
Rosen “ sy SP e ; 
Tamm RECORDER OB er =f2/ 
Trotter a cece cr eee 
tle. Room ; oo Qo * 4 tay 
. Uoman.¢ . : : , ge ee eee 42 
: oe ae. MAIL ROOM ral anf a 
~ exe -~ ics aes 


NW 41493 Docld: 34203404 Page 2653 


= = ee _C_?caaaa”T20 mums, = = 


Report Form, | : = 
FD-263 (5-12-55.) | “ a 


* . EEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


a ” —-ONF EDEN EAE AE LL 
7Re ting Office Office of Origin 
NEW YORK e _ NEW YORK 


TITLE OF CASE 


Investigative Périod © ee oF ¥ 
6/5 6 ,9=13,17,20,2337/l, 


Typed By: 


miw 


Date A Se 
7/8/58 
Report made by 


EARL F. SHANNON 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


LEON NELSON, was 


SECURITY MATTER - C 
an 


Synopsis: 
., | : | : 
Subject resides at 716”Ayenue T, Brooklyn, 
NY, and is’employed 4y M; Silverman, 101 
“West 37th’ Sts, NY,/NY, Attended meeting of 
"right wing" former and preserit CP members 
in 195%; described as member/of Communist 
group in 1957;/ travelled to/West Coast 
in interest of a new organization, 
) 


= Coe iy 
DETAILS: === == —s—sd_sSBACKGROUND },//, 4 


A; Hewidenee | = . AB {J 


On June 24, 1958, by means of a suitable 
pretext interview with Mrs, GEORGE -PETRELIS, 714 
Avenue T, Brooklyn, New York, a Special Agent of 
the FBI ascertained the ei residence at 716 


ang, 4 ( (| p Special Agent 
spines [VEST SYA con ta charge 
Copies made: VV : 


(hb Bureau (100-142323) (RM) 


3 = New York (100-63755) 


Hi eTHEN AL 


AGENCY __ EE 
REQ. REC'D 
DATE FOR, 


FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 


YW U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1956 O—385319 


, : : ces ; 
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Avenue T, Brooklyn, New York, 


On June 24, 1958, by means of a siitable pretext interview 
with the switchboard operator at M; Siiverman, Inc., 101 

West 37th Street, New York, New York, aSpecial Agent of the 

FBI ascertained the subject's employment with that company. 


II AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 


A. Evidence of Communist Party 
CP.) athies 


On March 10, 1958, T-1 made available the following 
information: 


' ‘Several "right wing" present and former CP members i 
were to meet at 7:30 P.M. at the residence of JOE STAROBIN,— 9 ; 
51 Charles Street, New York, New York, on MarénenSs.1958.. 


On March 18, 1958, the subject was observed by Special 
Agents of the FBI entering 51 Charles Street, New York, New York, 
at 7:30 P.M, and departing that address at 11:30 P.M. 


The Committee on Un-American Activities, United States 
House of. Representatives report entitled, "Investigation of 
Communist Propaganda tn the United States, Part 5 (New York 
City area), pages 305-319, contains the testimony of JOSEPH 
- 677 STAROBIN, before a Subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American 
Activities on March 13, 1957, in New. York City. 


STAROBIN testified that he was a reporter for the 
"Daily Worker" from 1942 onwards; became one of the editors 
of the "Daily Worker," and was foreign editor until the’ — 
be#inning of 1954, and that he was a CP member from 1934 until 
late in 1953. . ae _ . 


~~ " "" The "Datly Worker" was an East Coast Communist "| 
newspaper which discontinued publication on January 13, 1958. 
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T-2, On October 28, 1957, made available the following 
information: 


Goon At a meeting held on that date at Parkway Plaza, 1110 


Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, New York, which was characterized 

by HARRY ONCHER, who was in attendance, as a meeting of the 
Kings County CP Committee, CHARLES LOMAN, who was present, 
identified the subject as a member of a Commune group, but not 
a CP member. Sih. : 


Bs Miscellaneous 


T-3 advised on March 5, 1958, that he learned on that 
date that the subject was one of a dissident group who was 
attempting to organize "a new paper," and has been attending i 
"social gatherings" of that group. The informant further advised 
that he had learned that the subject had made a trip to the West 
Coast presumably in the interest of the. group to set up a new 
organization. 


Other informants, who are familiar with certain individuals 
and phases of CP activity in the Greater New York area, were shown 
a photograph of subject in June, 1958, but were unable to furnish ae 
any additional information concerning the subject. oR 
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